AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PORTABLE
Excerpts from a Tarvel Diary: l--In Ensland
: By Lewis Browne
London, dupe 15, 1926,

Of course, I cannot write of conditions here without a measure
of preyudice, for I was born in this tight little isle, and I am still
a subject of King George the Fifth--and Queen Mary the other four-
fifths, ?ut having been away from Eﬁgland for many years, my prejudice
is not so great that my testimony can be rulled out as utterly biased,
I think I am not misled when I say that England is on the whole the
most civilized country in the world, 5She may not be as advanced mech-
anieally and materlally as Amerlea, but certainly she 1is further ad-
vanced spiritually. 7*hers is in her a certain calmness and sanity
which, like the Oxford lawn and the Yorkshire pudding, is hers and hers
almost alone, There exists in England a degree of immunity to mob anxiety
and of freedom from crow@ thinking unsurpassed anywhere in the world,
Less th;n a month ago this whole country was stpangled by a general
strike of almost unprecedented proportions, the 11fe of avery indivi-
dual in the land was affected, and in a single night all the best laid
plans of rich and poor were smashed to smithereens, And yet today
nothing seems to remain of the whole affair save a little wisdom and
a erop of rollieking yarns about Oxford students who would a~bus-driving
go, There seems to be no bitterness or rancor anywhere, and England
goes muddling along as serenely as ever, :

That's civilization,

Naturally the Jews profit by this, The mob is and has Always
been the most implasable foe of Israol and wherevar mob=thinking
ebbs low, Israel rises high, It Would be andexaggeration to say that
there is absolutely\no anti-Semitism here, I imagine it would be an
exazgeration to say that of any land in the whols world, The Jew, no

matter how well he may have worn his clothes at Eton or how nobly he
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may have rowed for Cambridge, is still looked on as in some way not
merely different but also gueer, Yet he will rarely if ever be shocked
into ugly consclousness of his supposed queermness, He will never e
subjected to stupid indignities such as being refused admission imto
certain prejudiced clubs or being barred from certain sgqueamish hotels,
He will be allowed to reside in the most exclusive suburbs, will be in-
vited to the best houses, will be picked for the swankiest polo teams,
and will be asked to subseribe to the mest fashionable charities, And
if he observes the conventions and doesnlt drink his tea out of the
saucer, he will never be made to feel that he 18 anything but a true-
blue Englishman who happens to be of the "Mosaic Pérsugaion."

Yot a subtle anti-Semitism does exist here nevertheless, Among
the lower classes 1t is not even subtle, and the old epithet, "sheeny,”
1\ far from rapely heard in Shorediteh and Whitechapel, In Mayfalr,
however, the brejudioo is better concealed, and there one hears such
epithets as "Uriental," or "Levantine” or at worst, "German," uttered
with just the faintest 1ifting of the brows, In bart such prejudice 18
easily explained, It must be exceedingly d4iffiecult for these "Ohpris-
tianos viejos" to keep from resenting the rise of the Jews, For cen-
turiss they have been the undisputed lord&:of town and county, of hill
and dale; and now they are momontgrixy being orowded out into poverty
and vassalage by these eager-eyed, large-nostrilled, rather superflu=~
ously intense strangers, It must be fearfully trying to have to be
gracious and polite under such circumstancesS..... g

Nothing is more obvious than the steady rise of the Jews in
England., I do not mean the rise merely of certain individual Jews,
but of the Jews as a group, Ihe elevation of a Rufus Isaacs or a
Hertert Samuels is far from unpr?uodamtod in this country, After all,

a Dispaeli was made primeminister already two generations ago. But
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the mass was never before so wealthy or so powerful, English Jewry
may roughly be divided into four groups: the East-European immligrants;
the poorer Duteh Jews whose ancestors settled around Houndsditeh and
Middlesex Street two hundred and fifty years ago,‘and who have not
yet been able to move away; the German Jews whose ancestors settled
here after the Napolionie Wars, and who have since become tremendously
wealthy: and the so-called Spanish Jews, who are really the wealthy and
fashionably assimilated of the Duteh Jews, And all these four grodéps
have risen appreciably in power within the last decade or two.In part
the war was responsible for this: In any general upheaval and scramble
in which the Jew is given a falir chance, he is almost certain to emerge
the vietor. Intolo{;tually and emotionally he is--to use the psycholo-
gist's term--"con%itioned" for sudden and swift struggzles, He ecan see
his opportunity, plunge in, lay'hold of the prize, and get away, almost
before his less highly sensitized neighbor has so much as realized that
anything has happened, I suppose that is why the Jews here in England
emerged \from the Great War wealthler and more influential than ever be-
fore. ?heir gain was of course not nearly so great as that of the
Jews in Amerioca during the same period; but remembering that it was
made in one of the most belabored of the combatant nations, it was
¢-nsiderable, And one cannon doubt that that is the chief reason why
these charming people on Belgrave Square sometimes whisper about "Lev-
antine boundorl.“ and why those unaspirated costermongers in Hoxton
swear at the"bloody sheenies,” Sl

Of all four groups in English Jewry, the East Zuropean immi-
grants have certainly made the most spectacular, if not al;o the most
significant rise, forty-filo years ago this sro&p was almost non-ex-
1étont; Fifteen years aabwthikoégonpitawaslthmﬁlt entirely confined
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to the Eastend, with harried outpots in the poorer streets of Soho and
Finsbury., But today it 1s to be found throughout the town, so that the
savory odor of kosher "salt-beef" meets one at every turn. I wish
Thyra Samter Winslow were here to describe the cycle of London as she
splendidly deseribed that of Manhattan, Here it begins in the squalor
of the east-end, where the gockneys drop their his and the Jews thrift-
i1y plek them up--together with stray p's and Q's, , . . Then 1t gees
north to Stoke Newingtd# or Stamford Hill, Wwhere brand new plumbing has
been fitted into genteel 0ld homes, and where most of the one-time
Noneonformist chapels have heen turned intoc synagogues, (“hen I was

a ochild my parents lived in Stamford M1ll, and 1f 1 remember rightly,
ourse was almost the only Jewish family in the neighborhood),

Today I imagine all the Ohristians left in the sectlon could be
accommodated at a three-handed game of bridge. « « + From Stamford
Hill the line 'of march turns northwest to Hampstead, where the homes
are very new and suburban and every other family boasts a motor-car,
Here the Jewigh population 18 already very largely of the second gene-
ration, and the more obvious foreighnesses have been severely left
behind, Here the grandson of old Lezer Kurzovsky 1s known as Launcelot
Curzon, and the grand-daughter of Rivka Halperin is called Rhoda Haldane.
And the kosher butcher announces himself a "purveyor of Yontinental
deliocacies,”

And finally the line turns back to the south to reach its
splendid end in Mayfalr, Not many descendants or‘}ho East-~Europeans
have yet pushed that far in their advance over London; but some.rew have,
and ‘many more will soon follow, fonn, very soon, they will all be 1liv-
ing here, these Curzons and Haldanes and Basingstokes and Brownes,

They will take the best houses on Park Lane and Chesham Place; they will
employ silk-breeched footmen and Prench governesses and Oxford tutors
by the seore, And eagerly, fiercely, they will push forward and upward
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until at last Buckingham Palace itself will have its kosher kitehenl

And why not? Aféer all, these fellows have it in them, They

are "comditioned" for this struggle which keeps a silly old world scramb-
ling for dueats, and with no discriminatory laws to hinder them, they
cannot but emerge the victors, . . « One wishes that they were the vic-
tors already, One wishes that they were already done with this gzame
and tired of 1its :é ry rewards, For perhaps then they would be able to
see what they mishi have seen all along had they not been in such & hurry--
that the whole game 1s not worth playing. . « o i

July 1, 1926 AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PORTABLE
Excerpts from a Travel Diary: In Petticoat Lane, London

vewls Br:zn-

By and large, Jewish 1life here in England is rather like that
in America, It has its distinctiveness, of course, but these are not
tremendous, Its tempo is rather slower, and its temper rather sweeter,
Those tharp, harsh exigencles whieh prod and push ﬁho group in America,
seem 1.-; cv&damﬁ here, Hut otherwise the two bodies are not greatly
&&iuantiu-auartod lagk of 1liberal or even conservative synagogues, the
institutions here are much like those across the Atlantic, *here are
Jewisgh loiklomont houses, newepapers, theatres, and seaside resorts,
Y1dd1sh here 1s spoken with a distinct ?oo!noy accent, but it is still
much the same Yiddish that one heare on Houston Street or in the Cats-
ki1l Mountains, ‘he Jewesses in Golders Green are rather less over-
dressed than those on West End Avenue; but they have to diet and play
to the calories just as strenuously,

Unly one cutseanding imstitution in Anglo-Jewish life 1s, so
far as 1 know, quite without a parallel in America, I refer to Petti-
coa; Lane, that amazing mart whiéﬁ is held every Sunday morning in the
heart of London's East-End, Petticoat Lane is not the name of a single
thoroughfare, but the nickname for a mage of narrow alleys and filthy
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streets whieh literally crawl with human beings ; cugutnn Sabbath
- morn, England is a rather strict Sunday observer; on that day even

the inliaurnntl are olosed, Everywhere ollo one hoars the chiming of
chureh bells, and everywhere else one sees tho meh and women and chil-
dren, all stiff in their Sunday best, trooping to shureh with their
prayer-books in their hands, But in Petticoat Lane one hears no chureh
bells and one sees no prayer-books, Rather one hears the hoyarse cries
of vendors, and sees the gleam of shining silver shillings as they

pass from pocket to till, |

It 1e amazing)! Here you are in Bishop-gatu Street, where the
solemn hush of an Anglo-Saxon Sunday envelops you like a chill fog;
and then, with a turn to the left, you are of a sudden thrown pell-
mell into a fury and a shouting that are utterly Oriental,

Were it not for the speech, and for the dour black glothes of
the people you would never imagine you are any more in Englﬁna. You
would think you are 4n Cairo or Bagdad-or better still, in Berditschev
at the time of the fair, Everywhere there is ¢lamor and bargeining,
Thousands of 1ll-siad people push and erowd through the narrow streets
80 that frqm above the whole quarter looks like a pit wherein gargan~
tuan black snakes slither and erawl without end, From every corner you
hear the raucous ories: "Come on, fellers, thay:ro tuppence a pair, . . .
Peas all'ot: 'Ere y'are-~the 'ole lot fer five bob--five shillin', a
dollar f&:'tho :olo bloomin' set o' the finest china gups Qn' sorsers
yer ever 1aid yer heyes oni, , ., Hice-cream, penny a lump, . . .
it's genuwine brillisntipe, me lads--same as the Prince o' Wiles’

'as on 'is own 'air-~3¢a£ a tanner a bottlel , , , The litest French

novelty, sold ter genelmen only--here y'are, tuppence a throws . 4

Halright, a shillin', tenp'nece, nin—p'n%p ap'nee, so'np’nco;

here y'are, a tanner tikes the 'ole hloomin set o' noli‘lrocled-gold
1inks an' st.uaa.. + « Beigel, e for a nonny, fresh belgell ., . ."



Aﬁd go 1t goes on, hour after hour, from eight until two or even three
in the afternoon,

Significantly, they are not Jews who buy at these stalls and
suction shops, The Jews are the sellers; only the Christisns buy, Of
course, on certain streets the Jews are the buyers, too, On Wentwerth
Street and the lower end of Stoney Lane, where the vendors of "krim-
ohiz" and kosher chickens have their stalls, the purchasers are all of
them Jews., There you will see the pioue housewives with the "sheitels”
on their heads, dragging along huge baskets filled witﬁ the provender,
There too you will see the old grannie whose ohildfon have dragged her
off to the splendor of Golders Green, but who must come back each week
to her old market even though ten thousand quarrels eneue, There you
can get your freshest "beigel,” end sourest pickles, and sweetest
butter, and cheapest fruit, “nd there, too, you ean buy a silk tallith
or faney prayer-book for a bar-mitzvah boy, or a feather<bed, or sllver
wiho cups for a bride,

,But most of the other streets in Pettlcoat Lane are patronized
almqgt entirely by Christians, fnr the most part they are arttgpns and
clerks, and their accents are an.ooaknoy as their éiothts are poor,
Thay come from all ends of the e¢ity, from Hoxton and Walthamstow and
Bast Ham and Peckham; and all of them are outigP get things eheaply.
The faect that most of the things they get are of no earthly use to
them, does not seem to matter much, JLhay buy hidooua ¢hina jugs, atro-

cious Iptthar purses made of paper, cough modioln-a, corn curos, blunt

rasoriz air tonles, opera glasses made of-ﬁaimu& 1, sea shell ornaments,
moustache wax, faney pocket khiwesy €ibrecsilk murflora, cotton umbrel-
1as with gorgeous handles that break off in a day, gold-plated watches,

alooks that won't go, compasses.thai donlt work, barometers that GQ‘Lf:

measure, vietrola records that are ecracked, cheap Jazz musle, paper

fans, plush piilows with the royal coat-of-arms in delirlous colors,
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and all sorts of other such utterly worthless truck made spoeifioally

for the morons of the world, They are poor, these dull-witted yokels
who come week after week and spend in Petticcat Lane, ﬁhay live in dirty
brick houses that are spread out everywhere in rows, like hardened red
seabs; they eat polluted fcod and wear shapeless clothes, And yet they
know no better way to spend their few hard-earned pence save on trumpery
"novelties that are as unbeautiful as they are inutile,

An& the Jews who sell these things seem to be no wiser, I wish
1t could be said that these, my brethren, who live by vending truck and
vanity, are astute enough to be consclous of their erime, I fear that
most of them are not., JThey have so long been selling such stuff, that by
now they have actually come to belisve in its intrinsic worth, For 1t
mist be remembered that these vendors are no fly-by-nights, They have
had their stalls on the Lane for decades, and wesk after week they have
80ld the same "novelties” and shoddy clothes to the same gullible yokels
from the slums, On Middlesex Street you will find Jews of old Duteh
llnnngoﬂ-GOIeondants of Spinoza and Menasseh Ben lsrael--who for gene-
rations have been selling old elothes and gawky hats to esodden Nordies,
Steel (née Staletzsky), the ”Biplliantino King," was reared and died at
his stall near Frying Pan Alley; and now his roa-taoad, yollow~haired
widow carries on his glistening work, Alf, the “Purse XKing" has been
austioning on the Lane since before the Boer Vars and the flendozas have
bean selling misfit elothing ever since Victoria'e Jnhﬁleo. gomn of them
are & 1ittle richer now than they were before the war§E They have improved
the fronts of thelr shops, fitting them with neat brass trimminés and
bedeoking them with gilt and vermilion lettering, Home of them have
even moved out of the ramshackle rooms above their shops, and llve
"private” in Stamford Hill or oven azpsiead, But they still sell what
they always sold--things tawdry, ﬁsly, and disgustingly cheap.

1tts a11 wrong, Anyone can see that from beginning to end it

-
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18 all unmitigatedly bad, In a world where there 1s ?‘a 1ittle teauty
and 8o little ease there should be neither time nor money for the mak-

" ing of the shoddy and useless, . . But what ean be done? As an old
Russian Jew who fits spectacles for threepence a ﬁalr. said to me last
Sunday at his stall: "Gehn Bavuhrenen a velt?! If I do not sell to them
this junk somebody else does, So why should I be the plous foolt"

And that's Fetticoat Lane,

Paris?
July 15,1926 AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PORTABLE
Exeerpts from a Travel Diary: Cuherchez Le Juif
by

Lewis Browne
" "Rue de 1a Victoire, quarant-quater,” I commanded the taxi-
driver as I elambered very lamely into his ch;ﬁiot. “(Tho damp here
encourages my old gout mercilessly,)
"An," he orled with s surprising leok of intelligence, "c'est 1'syna-
gogue, n'est pas?” And then off he lurched with a flerce sgawk of his
horn,

‘“nco we were there I realized why he had so readily recognized
the address, The narrow little street was llterally choked with motor-
ears, all of them bent for the hugze stone ohurch-1like building that
gtood eramped betweem two grim-looking warshouses, The parade was most
imposing: Rolls-Royces, Hispano-Sulzas, and Minervas, all of them laden
with the most fashionably-clad freight, I stood by a moment to wateh
the footmen jump smartly down and open the doors, and to see the lords
and ladies dignifiedly emerge and dignifiedly bow to other lords and
ladies. And then, looking very humble despite the monocle I had hur-
riedly screwed into my eye, I followed those personages as they solemm-
1y olimbed the broad steps of the synagraue and solemnly walked in,

It was most imnosing--a little ﬁempoug, perhaps, and io thet extent
absurd--but imposing, most imposinz, The Friday evening parade up the

steps of Temple Israel in ¥Waterbury, “onn,, or even up the steps of
c
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Temple Emanus El in New York, had never been so grand as this,

Tho services had already begun, but the people continued to
enter in an.nnlhtorruptod stream, The unhor;, frock-coated men woafins
hats 1ike those of admirals (but longer and with red, white, and blue
rossttes on the side), and bearing long brass chains around their
necks, were very solemnly showing the worshippers to thelr seats, The
genter was occupled only by men, all of them hatted and omne or two
wearing ailk:praying awawle, Sut one and all they ssemed to me de-
01dedly non-Jewish; indeed, they appesred quite like all the other
Ppenchmen of the wealthier class thet I had ever seen, Many of them
were fashionably bearded; some wore monogles; most had little ribbons
in their 1&#915 to tell of their dacoratiéh-. (These ribbons in France
geen to be as common as lodge buttons in America--and seem to earry Just
as little diatinotion.gr Two were alad in the uniform of army officers,
and one youthe had on ﬁhe dress of a cadet, There must have been four
or even fiv@y@undred men there, and yet hardly a one was lmmediately
ﬁoaggp;gabl‘laé a Jew., All were darkegomplexioned, and all seemed
%t;b&caily*f?renah. 2 s

_Thé% was true also of the women, In accordance with the letter
of rabbinic law, they were seated by themselves; but in delightful
violation of t;e intent of that law, they were seated by themselves just
where they could be most easily observed, They occuvied several rows
of raised pews along both side walls, and unless a man kept his nose
buried deep in his prayer-took, it was almost impossible for him te
avold seeling them, And very few of the men had their noses deep in
their prayer-boocks, . . . uite a number of the women were quite young,
and some Yeere rather obviocusly graced with that indefinable ochile which
is the outstanding attraction in Frenech women, (I say that last not
on my own authority, 1 confess 1 know all too 1little about the attrac-
tions in French or any other women, more or less,) If only thelr wehkl-
tailored clothes had been of a gayer hue, one migﬁt have imagdned these

ladies had just come from the races at Auteull, or from the baearat
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roow at A1x, But their clothes wers for the most part black, ¥With that
French passion for mourning--they aéom td put'an_orupo here svén when a
ecousin dies-~most of these Jawes:es'wove apparaliad to the most fetehing-
ly sombre weeds, And thus arrayed they sat and listened resignedly to
the chanting of the c¢hazeaa,

The text of the service was almost strictly traditional, but
its renderinz was altogether extiraordinary. The chazan, a gigantic man
with an enormous black beard and a territble voice, chanted the Hebrew
prayers much as a Catholic priest might chant his Latin aéntioloa.

There was no oolor in his voico, no swing in his molodyl Just a boonm,
boom, ritsng and raIIing with less care for the commoﬁ decensies of
music than 1s shown by a segond~hand pile-driving machine., Behind him,
on a low semi-circular dais, sat the several rabbis of this aynagbguo
and the consistory, 7They were clad mlmost precisely like Catholic
priests, wearing'long tighte-walsted black gowns with 1little white sur-
plies at the throat, and enormous black shovel-hats, 1f only the Latin
Inrl had bfnn palnted in golden letters above the Ark, instead of the
Hebrew Adonol, one would have found 1t hard to believe those rabbls were
not raally priests seated in a cathedrml, Thers ware aven the long can-
dles {slectric~lighted, of course) to sustain that 111usion.

I was quite bewildered by it all, I had attended many kinds of
Jewish servicea in myv life, from the debaucheriss-of TamdWtition atithe
¥ailing sHadk,in:Jarusakemy- to "thesorgtes ol ordboryiin-the-tenples ‘bf Ban~
Fréncéistdy-butinaver bafore had I witnessed nnythins quits like thia.
Even the frigid Feiday evening vespers st Enanu-El in New Work did not
quite come up to 1t, ¢ s + I wondered what 1n the wo.ld 1t was that
brought these hundreds here each week, Surely it was not mystic passion
that possessed this congregatlon, for whis whole sarvice sesmed almost
as mystleal as a routine meeting of the Newark Board of Public Yorks,
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It could not be an intensity of Jewiehness, for, I kmnew from authenile
report that these Parisian Jews suffered as little from that as from an
intensity cfnﬂommunish. Nor acould it be an intelleotual unrest like
that which draws so wany iunto the forum-temples of Aﬁariqa. There was
nothing whatsoever to satisfy the intellect hers, Everything sent by
rote in Hebrew (save a short Biblical selection read %onoroualy but
rather monotonously in French); and not a fifth of thélaongrogation showed
signe of knowing a word of Hebrew,

No, apparently it was just aonvenilon that had brought them here--
a prim, proper, well-establlished habit qf thelir fatheps, and thelr
fathers' fathers, Going to synagogue on Friday svening at halfJbast
six--especially after some relative has died--is "correct” in French
Jewry--just as going to church for Sunday mass is "correct” in French
Chpistendom. At least, so I imsgine, One simply has to do 1t if one
belongs to a sertain sosial set, It isn't & question of mysticism, or
Jewishneas, or apirituaﬁipy, but decorum, It's the thing to 43. The
very "best' Jews do itl . . .

I noticed a young renchman near mwe who ssemed to typify the
whole spirit of the synagogue, He was ohviously a fashionable man-
about-town, a @ood-looking boulevardder who reminded one keenly of that
gay moving-piecture actor named Adolph Menjou. He was dressed in deepest
mourning, his suit, hat, shoes, tle,gloves, even ocuff-links all belng
black, A broad band of erepe trimmed his stylish derby, and a border
of black bound his pocket-handkerchief, Indoo&, he was a perfect study
of the "well-dressed man” in mourning, . . He came in a little late,
and then rather abstractedly sat through the service without even making
the pretence of opening 2 praysr-book, When the congregation rose, he
rose; when it sat, he sat, Host e£~tho time his thoughts seemed to be

@8 far from the sacred business at hand as I am now from South Orange, N.J.
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And then of a sudden something seemed to hanpen to him, With
half-a-hundred other men he had walked forward to stand before the open
Ark while the mourners’ kaddish was recited--and on his return he seemed
a ohanged mani He looked somehow pales and lass ribald, as though in that
moment before the Ark he had actually seen the dread ’ﬂ_ of the Lord,
He looked now positively spirdtual! . . . But alas! it was all an 11lusion,
Net the nmature of his soul but tﬁa position of his hat had ehanged, He had
merely straightened the derby on his hesd while doing obeisance belfore the
Ark, MNow that he was baak in his pew h§ felt at oa;a once more, and with
a dexterous flip he put that hat back at 1£s accustoned rakish angle,
And then he was cnce more the gay yvoung boulevardier of Papis, ¢
In a 11ttle while he quietly withdrew, sidling cut aftsr 2 number of other
plous Jews and Jewesses whe aould not walt untll the service was quite ended,
The last I saw of him he was discreetly fip-taeing down the aiele, cane in
hand, eyes on flqor, shouders apclogetie=lly bent and seeming to say: "I
know I should walt, but really--don't you think I've done enough for this

’*w?“

\
And thus he disappeared out of the door. . . .

August 13,1926 AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PORTABLE

Exeerpts from e Travel Diary: Passing of the Ureat Race

by Lewls Browne

% 28 Amsterdanm, July 30, 19261 -
4 He was one of the very few worshippers present in the old
Portusuese synagogne last Friday evening, & swarthy little person with a
geegiAlie moustache and vandyke, His old e1lXk hat glistened rather patheti-
oally, and his oldffrock cout shone where it hed beern pressed too often,
Yet despite the povérty of hie eleothing, he earried himself with striking
grace and pride, I watched him as he stood by my side in the ancient eandle-

lighted temple, his thin lips moving‘slowly as he pronounced the Hebrew words,
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hie frail body bowing to the Ark as an hidalgo might to his king, And
despite myeelf I eould not help but recognize that breeding 4id eount for
something,

His aneestcrs came hers three hundred and twenty-seven years ago,
They were sugar factors from Portugal, secret Jews who for three generations ‘
had called themeelves Christlans and outwardly hed eonducted themselves
as such, ‘hey had come rioh in worldly goods ané richer still in Iberdan
pride, They had brought with them their jewels and crested plate, their
Negro slaves and Circassisn coneubines; and here they had.settloa down to
be free at last of the terrifying Inquisition, And the petty burghers of
014 Amsterdam, big blonde shop=keepers witb seemingly ae much bone in thelr
headle as these proud Jews had in their spines, made them welconme, Hh;
should they not? These Jews ware no ragged fugitives begging a stcne to
rest their heads on; they were wealthy, some of them tremendously wealthy,
and with their vaet trading connections and subtle trading gifts they prome
ised to make the Netherlanders rieh too, ~o the door was cpened wide to thog;
and”ravorn|were shown them by the Qrange princes that aven the Duteh
burghere themselves did not enjoy.

They wust have been a strange lot, thcese early Sephardic set-
tlers in Amstardanm, Fop @enerations they had called themselves Christians
and had been Jews; now they called themselves Jews and were in large
measure Christians, Thelr whole synagogue ritual was instinet with the
heavy solemnity of the Catholic maes; indeed, their chazanin chented
the Usbrew prayers in perfect Oregorian messures, (The only place you
- can 8till hear the cld Cregorian sacred chants today 1s not in the
Sistine Chapel in ﬂgﬁﬁ§§E=F6EU but in the Sepbardle Jynagogue here in
Amltardam:) They had fled from the heresy-hunting of the inguisitors--
and straiéhtway toock to heresy-hunt;ng arcng themselves, (They drove
Upiel A’?osta to sulcide, ané Baruob.spinoza toc The Hague, solely be-

cause those two would not do vhat they themselves had all along refused
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to do-=conform,) They hed come here tc Amsterdamx to be Jews, and yel
when other Jews came flocking in from Germeny and Poland, they did not
deign even to accept them into thelr community. (Te this dey the Fortu-
guese group is spprated from the German, having its ;wn rabbiniesl semi-
nary, vith three lone students, its own orphanage, its old folke' hoze,
and its Hebrew scheol, To this day no mere "Hooh Deutscher,” mo matter
how pieh or leapnad, can enjoy the privilege of being "ealled up” to
read the Torah in the Portuguese synagogue,) Finally, they had eome
here to remain risch--and suceseded only in begoming poors

Of course, they 41d not beasome poor at once, OUn the contrary, for
genturies they grew wealthler every year, They seni fleets 72ast and :
west to bring to Zurope the righes of the far lands, They traded in
spices and siaves and dlamonds and grain, meking the little port on the
Amstel the commercial center of the world, %hey became knights of the
realm, and sven érincea. Tor a while they sesmed to threaten to own

the whole land,
Ahd then they grew tired, fnat mad intensity, that frenzied

e conquest which is the Jew's firat quality and last viee,
began td'hurn low in them, Perhaps 1t was because they had already
played enough at getting rich and were bored with the game., Perhaps it
wag 8180 befause they hHad inbred so long that their loins eould no longer
be zirded for conguest, %hatever the reason, they gradually began to
decay and lose power, They refused to work, considering 1t belcw the
dignity of descendants of hidaiges, 7They began to live instead off

the interest on thelir patrimoniss and, when that became Insufficlent,
began to ent inte the actual patrimonies themselves, And thus slowly,
generaticn afper generation, thelr fortunes dwindled away until nowe-

now, alme, they are among the ppor of the land,
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'“H,but we ars not all poor," the swarthy little old man In the-
ghiny frogkecont assured me the next day in his home, He had invited me t0
Saphath dinner in his humble old housa lust off the Jodenbreetstireat,
whers Rembrandt once lived, He sat in a great worm-eaten old chair,
a 1ittle skull cap on his head, a Tascinatling amethyet seel ring on his
finger, "Nok we are mot all poor," he repeated in his delightfully
aseented nglish, "Since forty years or more some of us heve begun to
work again, VYe are in banks, or in the liberal professions; or alse
we are professors in the universitias, or olse advocates 6r doctors,
Some of us--" he hesitated a moment, as though a little emberrassed by
the asonfession he was about to makaa-"séme of us are aven claaveps in‘
the diamond works, 3nt not many,” he hurprisdly added,

"And you yourself?" I sould not help asking,
"19"  He coughed gonsumptively a morﬁeut, and then waent ont “,

No, I belong to the old sehool and I do not work, Nor did I marry
out of my group, as is now the custom among us, My brothers both married
German Jewesses, and #o have all four of my nephevws, But I did not,
No, I have felt always that it 1s not proper for us Portuguese Lo inter-
merry with Ashkenazim, for after all we have a tradition that 18 our
own and should be presarvad, Of eourse, I am not so prejudiced as was
my father, I do not bellovelthat wa are hetter than these other Jews,
Noﬂkfygptly. Indeed, I think no??'ﬁr them are very niee people and=-
how do you eall it%--er, verylsontoal. I hava ﬁ;ﬁf ﬁory good acquaintances
among them, But yot--" he shrugged his narrow Bhoulders and puckeraed
up his fine little mouth in a half-apologetic glle-~"yot there 1; 8
differenss, After all, we ara--"s he huréiedly took out his handkerchiaf
to smother a sharp, wrsclking coughe="we are Sephardim,”



(17)
American Hebrew: e
September 3,1926¢ AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PORTABLE
Exoerpts from a Tarvel Diary: My Brethren 1n Ukrainian Poland
Rt by Lewis Browne
Kovel Poland, August 15th, 1926} _
A main street-Ulica Warsaawska--long anohko&, and as uneven as
the dpy bed of a mountaln torrent, with huge black puddles through
which ragged rleketly children drag terrified c¢ats by their talls, On
both sldes sprawli dilapidated one-story shacks and shops, some of badly-
pointed brick, more of warped wood, and many of white-washed stone, Here
in a dark cavern a shorte-sighted tallor tries to thread a needle while
hie seven squalling brats and slovenly fat wife struggle over a pot of
gtewed carrots. There in a basement a half-starved cobbler with a muti-
latad hand patehes ancient bo&%p, while his white-faced zon in a corner
poraes over a Hebrew textbook on\sopmotry. Here in a shablbily grander
shop a fat 1ittle man in a skull eap sells erimson shawls to barefoot
peasant women, wﬂilo his daughter with bobbed halr, rouged lips, and
glass-bend earrings, reads Elinor Blyn in Pollsh, There on a corner three
long-bearddd, lonz-costed men haggle over a loan of a hundred zlotis
(ten dollars) at eighty percent interest, . . . Noise. . . loud eries in
Yiddish and peasant Polish, . . peopls running to and fro, duying, selling,
selling, buying, . « the sound of boys i}ng-songlng their Hebrew prayers
in some subterranean cheder, and of a gramaphone in a bar«room blaring
"Yes, We Have No Bananas,". . . A cuw wanders disconsolately from its
pasture; weﬁ hens prink around in searsch of seeds among the cobble-stones;
an ancient Studebaker taxi without fenders swings madly from side %o
-1d9 qfwthe road, rattling like a phoungnﬂ camionss brokonﬁdoyn_drosn
xies' Qtana'-adlo in the gutters, . : '.
. And that is Kovel, metropolie of its county, queen city of this
corner of Ukrainian Poland, €all it s village, and its oitizens are
offended "Steitsch," they ery, "we have here fifteen thomeand Jews, and
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perhaps half as many Goylm--and twenty~five separate congragatinnat“ And
now that I have wandered about & little in Poland I know that they are
not indulging in extravagant "boosting,” In this particular corner of
the universe Xovel 18 indeed a sizable olty, It hae a public bath-
house, two high-sehools--one supported by the government and hoetile to
Jews, the other supported by Jewe =nd teaching in Mebrew, two wonders-
working Rabbis, three menicurists, one ooﬁ. vy ];111, three thousand
beggars, four ex-Americans !from the Bronx), tweniy-seven newspaper
kiosks, a conorotalgpidgo. and a Pinger Sewing Y“aghine agénny. A Tzveiter
Varshav, "a second #arsaw," they emviously call it in the outlying ham-
1.15; w W Iigoe '

But even though Kovel by comparison with Horodice or Swaryn is
a veritable metropolis, by comparison with an Amerlean town of the sane
population--say, Torrington, Comn,, or sven Jopher Prairis, Minn,--
it 18 a sad and ‘insufferable hols, It is by American standards--dirty,
ugly, and indesoribably poor, Ths place literally swarms with unhappy
tolgﬁw?g once lived in tolerable confort and dignity, but who now are
reduced literslly to destitution.. &nd when one knows that a';ﬁaio family
ean keep body and soul tegether for as little as fifty dollars & year
hers, one besins toc reallze Jjust how destltute thease starving folk are,
I was shocked in Warsaw when I learnt that the students in the Lubaviteh-
er Yeshivah were fiven only one sloty-«eleven centa--where-wlth %o
buy a day's food; but one zloty a day in Kovel is rsckoned almost a gene-
rous stipend, I am not exaggerating when I say that there ars grown
men and women, crippled men and slck women, who are subslsting in }sul
eellars, outhouses and kennel-like dugouts here on xS 1ittle as five
eents, sven three cents, a day} ; s

The miraels of it 1s that 11fs 2oea not ceass hore altogethar,
I sannot for the 1ife of me understand how thess people ¢3n continue
elinging to existence, how they can possibly keep up this endless strug-
gle, day in and day out, for the barest, foulest, lowliest necessities of
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11fe, The epidemic of suicides whichk spread so virulsently in Po_ush
Jewry last year, 18 now at an ond; and even when it was at 1ts highest
it affected only the suddenly bankrupted merchants, not these long
starved dereliets, Thess hapieas pdq%le who. have suftqrad and starvsd
for four, five, six ysars, stlll hang on, hang on dasperataly, And in
thoir insensate hanging on, cne seems to discover the true aeorat of
Itraol's whole historyt cur ¥ill to Live 1s heyond breaking.,

But the miracle 1s not so much that life 1s preserved as that
it 18 preserved with a wondrous spiritual intencity, Peopia don't
merely vegetate; they read and lsarn znd think and drsam, I am utterly
amazed at the awareness of these people to what 1s going cn In the world,
Stand on any strest-corner here, or in any 1ittle greocery or barber aﬁop,
and you will heer heated end strangely well-informed discussion of Pil-
sudskl's policy, Trotzk's flight, Znazwill's death, Coolidge's silence,
or Lord Birkenhead's verbosity, They know here all about Dr, Stephen
Wise and Jesus, Jabotinsky and 'the Order Sons of Zion, and President
Calles and the Holy Roman Bmpire, In every shop cne finds Yiddish and
Hebrew newspapors, and thanks to the Jewish telegraphic Agency yostarday's
soandal in Parls, Peolin, or Parth Amboy, is meat for debate in the
Kovel barber-ghons today, To me this 1s little short of marvellous,

A generation ago such a state of enlightenment was utterly unimaginable
here, The lesrned sat and porsd over the Talmud, while the ignorant
dumbly pastursd the cows, The only school was the degeneprate Cheder
where little boye learnt &ggmcuth meaningless prayers, and the only
culture wae 2 pedantis knowledgs of an ansisnt and outworn Law, 1oday

I find hundreds of children going to Habrew schools a~d gymnasiums, there
to study mathematlies, history, gesgraphy, and Polish as well as Hebrew
literature, Girls study side by ai@e w'th boya, and the old efducational
diiqriuin&t&en againat the feminine sex is fast diseppesring, “ne youths
wear Europeen clotheos, not the long kaftane and skull esps of the Pale,
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The girls wear short skiris, bob their hair, snd insist upon ths right
to chose their husbands for themselves, The distanry laws are still ob-
served, and very few Jewish shops are frankly open on the Sabbath day;
but otherwise the old Opthodox diseipline has largely fallen into
desustude, The young walk sbout and sven sat bare-headed; they do not
pray regularly every day or even ever Sabbath, On Friday 2ve I found the
loeal Yiddish theatre crowdel with young and middls-aged pecple; the
Polish tobacoonist told me he did a thriving trade with J§w1 on Saturday,

The 014 order has changed, changed so radically and completely
that the 014 ean only stand dN#st and bewilderedly wonder what his hape
pened to thelir world, They eannot beliéwn it was marely the war that
eaused this terrifying revolution, Ihe war, horriblo and catastrophie
as it was for them, yet does not seem to theses old Jews a sufficient
llplanftion. Rather they blame 1t all on Zioniam. Taat whioh tha i11-
1n£wfnid in Amerlca imagine ﬁ? bo a movement back to medioval J;daiam,
is to the i1l-informed in Poland a movement away from all Judaism,
To the greybeards Welzmann is the personifiscation of all evil, and
Zionism is the most unspsakable of heresies, Yhen &4.0ld Jew heve
wants to burl his worst epithet at a rebellious son, he oriasi "You--
you “ionisti”

p R

Septenber 17,1526 AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PO?TABLE
Etearptn from a Tatwel Diary: A Pigture of ommunist Life
by Lewls BErowne
Mosoow, August 20th, 15261 :

It has been my good lot in 1ife to wander through so many lands,
that travel by now has begun to lose much of the shaan of advénturs.
Indeod, orossing a frontier ln Europe has come to mean 1little more to me
than orossing a state boundery in Ameriecs, But when at lest 1 drew near
the Russian frontier sone seven dnyu‘aso. I_oonfasa that my heart 4id
beat a 1little faster, and my hands did teemble just the slightest bit,

I had heard so mahy ®ild tales about this land I was about_ip enter,

T had had aneh difficulties procurine a visa. I saw there at the frontier.
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go many Polish soldiers and policemen armed to the testh, I was 8o
thoroughly serutinized end my baggage was so thorough1y~geapchod, that
1 eould not help but be thrilled, Ii eannct now definitly remember just
what I expectad to encounter on the other side of that dark streteh of

foliage marking the fromtier but a few throat-sTEttings and an arrsst or

two was the very least,

But my delicious trepidation was scon dlspellad, Once on
Russian soil I found myself as humedrunly safe as I might be on West
End Avenue, There were of course a hundred formalities 56 go through, and
much time had to be spent proeuring vollice permite to move and to stay
stillj but since these have been attended to, I have besn left entirely
to my own devices, Not once in these seven dayvs have I baen interfered
with in any way, and muoh to my disappointment I have, gc far as I know,
tﬁbﬁ nelthar followed neor gried vpon, I havé blundered about Moscow
by mysslf, visited factorles, synagogues, communist clubs, keosher res-
taurants, theaters, 7iddish soﬁools; and Greek Orthodox churﬁﬁ;ﬁ; I have
talked with Communiste, Non-Partlsaens, Zlonists, Theosophists, Vegotarians,
Yiddiehlets, and sven would-be Capitalists, And to d4ats nothing has
happenad Lo me, They tell me there doss sxist 2 s9arset =9rvice hore mlled
the Tepeu which attends to the over-ingquisitive and the indsasreat; but
thus far it is no more than a legend to me, Ferhapa if 1 keep cn at the
present rate, this Gepsu affair will materialize into somathing less
innocuoug then & mythe--whileh wlll be no more than I deserve and disiro.
After all, what's the use of coming all the way to Bolshevik “ussia |
if you ean't be at least arrested oncet :

There are s thousand things to write of hei s no, ten thousand,
Life here 18 secure, and savage hagzards are unknown; but neverthelcss
1life 18 not ordinary, On the oontggrg, wy feeling i1s that spiritually
this country is ms unlike the rest of the world, as ordsr 18 unliks
c¢haos, I am not saying that the order established here is perfect; that
it is the order for the world, But I must insist that it is an order,
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and by no means eo awry and impopsible 2 one 28 we in the wast have Fteen
led to believe, I am far from convinced that communism isea succesc heres
but certainly it is proving less of a viclous fallure than.was the 1mperia-
listie capitalism that pressded i1t, Indsed, in certiin important ree-
pects it 18 proving far less of a fallure even than the naticnalistioc
sapitalism whiech obtains in the lands surrounding Russia, Take, for
instance, the question of national minorities, For weeks now I have been
travelling in lands whore that question sesthes and bolls llke tha lava
in Vesuvins, In Pnland, Latvia, Lithuania, Esthonla, Finiand, Ccecho- :
Slovakia, Hungary, Roumania, Bulgaria, Oreece, and Jugo-“lavia, one hears
nothing but squabbllings and bickerings bétwoen the irnumerable minority
nationalities in ther which sre all struggling with panie to presorve
their individual dialects and art-forms and politiclans, In Russia,
however, such strife ies utterly unknown, Thare 1s no attenpt here teo
Russify the thirty-six or thirty-ssven separate naticnal groups which are
to be found batﬁaau Odsssa and Viadivostok, Tue tartars pemain Tartar,
having thc%b own Tartapr republle, using thelr own Tabtar gpsech, and deve=-
loping their own Tartar culture, ®imilarly with ths Armenians on Susslian
coi}, with the Kalmuocks, Teorglans, Ukrainlans, Turkmens, Samarkandians,
and--yes, and the Jews, o

I cannot yet say from perscnal observation just what is actually
happening to the Jews of Russia, for thus fapr I have been ohsarving cone
ditions only in Mosgow, I am writing this article on the traln--as lux-
uriant s one as ever I rode in America--which is bearing we te Kief and
the cther gZreat Jewish eenters in Russia; and in another fcrtnight.l hope
to be in a hetter positisn to say lust what s actuall: becoming of the
Jews here, At present I Ymow only what the Communmisty gyrty, that is,
the governing class of Russia, hopes will become of the Jews, That party
oxpreassly declares that it hopos the Jews will remain Jewe--that they
will presasrve their own Yiddish spesch, and will develop thelr own Xiddish
culture, It even hopes that in time enough Jews will-iettla together in

the Crimea or some other section 8o that an autonomous Jewish Republie
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gan be oreated for them}

That, 1t sesms tc me, is an extremely significant programme,
and one whish the Jaews throughout the world should ¢learly understand,
In certain respects it is magnificently hrosd--not mérely toloraﬁt, but
aot&ﬁlly gomradely. It does not treat the Jews as an inferilor sfoup!
a8 a hapless horde to be pitled and patronized, O©On the contrary, it accepts
ther a8 the utter and complete squals of all the other peoples in the
Union of Socinlist Soviet Republies, It offisially reecgnizes their
Yiddish speech, and a letter naddressed in Yiddish script will be proper-
deliversd anywheres in the land, Vherever the Jews forn the majority in
a town, the loecal seviet, the law Gourts, and all official bureaus are

sonducted in Yiddish, In such localities even the policeman who arrests

you or tells you the way tc the oldest ikon in town, will sptak to you
in Yiddish, unlese you prefer Runsian or Ukrainian, 3 .
sent some five hundred Yiddish schocls in the land, toacniﬁg about a
hundred thousand Jewish pupils; and next year these ipnhara are to ke
increased by at least twenty-five percent, There are technioal schools,
teachers' normal schoole, and even university departrents, all eonducted
in Yiddish, Oceasionally the addresses broadeast to the world from the
main government radic stetion in Moscow are aotually spoken in raaq{-nl
But there is another side to this whole wmatter, and one no;
nearly so attragtive. When the gomnunists epeak of the Jewish natiéﬁnllt%
they seen to refer only to a fiddish-speaking natlcnallty, #1th thdﬁ# .
the distinctiveness of the Jew ie primarily linguistic, secondarlly
biologieal, and nct even lastly religious, Religicn doosn:t in any degree
gount with them} On the contrary, they hate and despise 1t with all their
being, and strive their utmost to destroy 1te power in the world,
They think it a vieious plague fosterad by the eapitalist class for the
express purpose of keeping the revolutionary spirit of the working man
bedridden, They make no distinstions between Christianity, Judalsm,
Buddhism, and Islam: all established religions are evil in thelr eyes,

B hd T L e Rl a i ke i B e e da A 2 a macnvmaldanatd da ladsmana
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an offenge in a oommunist that he will 1nnea1ntily be expelled f{rom
his party for oonnﬁttins the orimel

T™at 18 why there are many Jews, oﬂ’pecially of the older gene-
rﬁtion, who look on this new liberatlion as but a new oppression, Hebrew
is tolerated, and one of the best theatres in Moscow, the Habimah, uses
the spoech, But it 1s expressly forbldden to have illebrew schools for
¢hildren, and all religlous instruction to persons under 18 must be
glven privately and individurlly, Synagogues are tolerated, but like
all other private enterprises, they must take out licenses and must
pay rent to the government, Rabbis are not impriscned-unless, of course,
they try to start little counter-revolutions-~but have to suffer the same
diseriminations as do the private merchants and all other "exploiters,”
They have to pay three or four times as mugh rent as workingmen, get the

last  13¢-1n.duel11ns-p1aoss, are allowed no workers' privileges at the

boxfgr;iées of tﬂa theatres and concert halls, and are provldod the poor-
est » Miug fopustigating-thédr sons and daughters, In other -
words, ovobything short of coereion 1s nsed In the effort to stamp out
religion and religlous lire, Yithin two genmerations 1t is hoped that
there will nct be & single gynagogue left in t&Q? whole wide land, « +
That 1s why I regard the Jewish development here in Russia as
among the mest Interssting in the world,  Smmething utterly new is being
tried here, scmething fraught perhaps with unimaginable consequences
In the West we have tried to be Jews entirely Qiiroligioni and not at
all by race; here in Rusela they are trylng to be Jews utterly by race,
and not at all by religion, That we have falled in our attempt in the
Wast, is to them here almost painfully obvicus; that they will fail in
their attempt 1n’Busnia, is to us even more painfully certain, But at
leact in cne respect they have the better of us in the argument: we have
already been tryihs for a century, and they have but begun, And what

is more, they have begun seriously, with an imperturbable, an almost
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an loglc, They may be doetrinaires here, but they're not ailet&nntoun

They know what they want and how best to get 1t; and they press on with

an unflagging zeal until at last thay have a?%hined thelr end, Snogking
a8 it may sound to theu, these communists aré.very like ths early Chrise
tians, They haie the same fine fervor and blind faith and admirabls
self-saerificing epirit, And just as the early Jhristians had to stamp
out paganism before they c-uld make Cupistianity the faith of the world,
80 must these communlists stamp out religlonism before they ean make
Sommunism the faith of Ruseia. Perhaps they're right, %00, But I wonder
ir thay'll sucoeed, After all, Judaism survived the etrly Coristians;
ean 1t be destroyed even by the Goimunistai

Ostober §,192¢; AROURD THE WORLD ¥ITH A PORTABLE
Excerpts from a Travel Diapyi "Pink" Jews of Red Russ!a
by LEBIS BROWNE
Odessa, Saptember 15:

Russia 1s a dangerous country for visitors, a dreadfully dange-
rous countqy; but not in the way most people imagine, S¢ far as 1lifs and
118b are conecerned, it iz auite the safest land in Tastern furope, 1
have walked the streets of ite eities at midnight, have travelled in
peacant wagons through thick forests and over dessrted steppas, have dozed
in rural stations and slept at wayside inns--and never once have I been
robbad or molested, I have talked froaly.to nattehalniki and'raporteru,
have grumbled at inconveniences, and sworn genarou‘iy at red tapg:-yet
without exception tns police and other officisls have heon-impeéﬁab}y
polite, I have been 111 here with ascute iumbage, and have gtocd in need
of eonsiderable treatment--but I hove not lacked the wost expért and

painstaking attention,

fYevertheless I repeat that Russia le a dreedfully dangerous country

-
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for visitors, Not for all visitors, of gourse; no, only for my type,

the type that i3 ususlly called "pink" back heme, Thers are quite a
nurgber of us "sink 'uns” in Russiz these days, Ve have come from many
lands and follow varisd scaupationss artists, "1iberal” politiclans,
broad-minded Bankers, milliomaires' scns, soeinl workers, anthors, and
most of all journalists, And we wander about from city to city and stare
#ith mingled amazement, delight, horror, aund chagrin, at this bewildering
areation which is Red Russia, Frankly, most of us don't Xnow what to
make of 1t all, ¥e are too dissomserted, toc shocked to he ahle %o take
1t all in and decide what it is worth, For Red Russin is not at 2ll what
we expected it to be--not evan rsmotely;

One must understand that we "pink” folk have 8tood out in the
various lands whence we ¢ame as the chauplons of Joviet Ruasia, Being
rebels, of one shade or anothor, we were naturally inclined te sympathise
with the Russian revoluticnaries, and insisted loud and long that they
be given a falr chance, Besides, we were Socialists--or at least, we
thought we wers, Ye wept-in a metaphorileal way, of sourse--for the ox-
ploited workingman, and sroke with evangelleal fervor of the Bcagaliat
State to oome, that blessed state when all men would be free and at lasi
egqual, ard John Haynes Holmes would be bishop of New Iork.l And wﬁvn
men of little faith erilsd out that such a state could never be realized,
we of too great faith retorted: "But look at Buaei1all It wae not a2 con-
vineing retort; at least, I nover found it e ; %omehow the skevtics

always menaged to turn 1t on ug, pro§1n5 on the bagls of the Hew York

i)
L}

‘od at, wz2e the

Herald reports that Sussis, even when curaorily%‘
soupletest proff that Socizlism couldn't work, Indced, so often wes that
retort turned to our disadvantage that at last we could stand it no longe
or, and had to come and look for oursilves, YWe came saparately and In

dalééationd\\most of us with clear picturcs la our minds of what we
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would see and deelde--and now we're all lost,

I suppose the major cause of our demcralizaticn is the knowledge
thet Russia is reelly sericus sbout Secialism, +hie idea of fresing the
workingman 1¢ not ewpty messlanlsm here, nct pleasan£ chit~chat for
fashionable r2bbis or presidents of women:a eluba, ft is a reallty,

a very tengible and disconscertingly obvious reality., The thing has been

ageomplished here, over-aceomplished perbaps, In Russia the robotehi,

Lyl 5 v s
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the workingran, 1s not merely the oqugl'or other meni he is thelr superi-
ior, He dcoes very actually run the governument, the factories, the schools,
the musemus, the law courts, the hospltals--everything, Yhere he 18 run-
ning them to may still te a debatable question; but that he is running
tham is gertain; He is the lord and master here, and every privilege 1s
hie, The outesst here is the "mepman,’ the individual who has taken ad-
vantagze of ths NEP (New Zeonomie Péliay), and is conducting a shop or
amall factory fo; private gains The paragh here 13 the man who wears a
Turopean suit instead of a muah.ik blouso-% tolstoifra--and who carries a
bank~book 1nstead of 2 union card, Such an individual has to pay twice
-ﬁi.QQE?h for his theatre tickets, thres times as much for his bath, four
timeé ;s much for his marrlage llcense, and ten $c twenty times as much
for his rent. He 1s openly dlsorliminated agalinet in the Rew-courts,
and bii ehildren are praatical%y barred from thijuniversities‘ He is

here the underdog, and is kicked by everyj_ ;?cot in sight, For here in
Rusgsia, they have at last achieved toe Diﬁtatorship of the Proletariat)

. And just that is why wo*:gggka"‘aro flabbergasted, wzﬁuﬁf‘
hore one unexpected culmination of our swest old fantasies-;;n&’:o are
frighteneds This is more than we bargalned for, mucn pore, And so most
of us get tcgethsr with the Jews in Ruseia and complain, "You've gone too

"

far," we ory to the Yommnists,

Porhape my most unexpected dissovery here is that the Jews of
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Russin are the bitterest. ?\:”Llars against the Belshevik regins, DPrac-

tieally all of my conversation here is gomfined to Jews, partly because
they are my majcr interest on th;s Jeurney, end partly alsc because I
oennot talk te the other Russinns, (Yiddish is the only one of the twenty-
0dd offieinl Russian langusges that I oan understand,) I have talked to
all sorts of Jeﬁ%} and under all soris of conditiona., T have gifffconvers~
od with them in vast offices in the Eremlin, and in foul tenements in
Kief; I have sat with them over glasses of steamlng tea ip Ukralnlian
oolonioﬁ, White Russian inns, ﬁuscovlteﬂ&ptels, and Ndessan workingmen's
olubs, Most of all, and most intimately, I have conversed with them at
the mud-baths at the Kuralnyk Liman, fof there 1 have had not nerely
Jawishnass but alsc rheumatlism 1n common with them, And wlthout exag-
5arnt1on I ¢an say that eighty ;erceqt of nlW the Jews 1 hav; lalked to
are opposed to Comrmunismi

The stolry that Bolshevism 1s a Jewish oreation, like gefilte
fish or matzoth, 1s utterly and completely a legend, It is true that
several Jeys, notably Trotzky and Zlnoviev, were among the leadera in the
estatlishment of the Communtst regime; kut the rank and fille of the
Jewish revelutionaries were from the beginning bitterly antegonistie te
”it. It i= significant that in the great FPetreograd demonstration whigh
pregeded the Ccotober Revelution and Lenin's triumph, the enly.sroupa
whieh dared to corry banners proclaiming alleginsnece to Feprensky were the
Don Gosaaeka and the Jewish Buﬁdista. The Jewish messes in Rusele were
eon{gssad radicals, but with limitetions, They wanted the fipat_r?vol~
utién, that whieh cocurred in Feﬁruﬁry, 1917, and ended the ﬁilgrdzariatie
regime; but that was all they wanted, ‘“hen the secon? revolution eame,
they were openly in opposition to 1t aﬁd aven to this day they have

not fallen in line, For the truth is, the Jews as a group are not and have

-

i, .
by \‘ﬂ ot
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‘more tban "pink,"”



The reason for that 1-'ﬁ!;1onll $he Jews are noéuiorkinsmon¢ Ine
Dictatorship of the Proletariat bodes little good for them because as
a group they are not and have never been part of the proletariat, They
are part of the petty bourgeocisie, poor shopkeepers ina half-starved
artisans, To be a full-blooded proletarian it iz not enough to be poor;
one must also be a none-explditing produger, Therefore the village tailor
with his pinched :.gt.uo bearded face and half<blind eyes is not one of
the elect, for usually he employs an apprentice, some miserable little
unwashed boy who threads the tailor's needles and runs his errands
and cuffs his brats for him, And only that wretched apprentice is
considered truly qualified to have a hand in the Digtatorship, Indeed,
until recently even sucﬁ poor artisans who d4id not employ apprentices
were still considered outside the pale of the proletariat, ‘hey were
their own masters, owning their own tools and work shops, and making thelr
own private prcfit; therefore they were sonsidered unworthy even of
voting}
' ¥meh lower than the status of the artisan, however, 18 the status
of the merchant and trader, And at least half, if not more, of the two
and three-quarter million Jews in Russia, still belong to this merchant
class, .?he vast majority of them are indeseribably poor, pousilains
no more than a tiny dry-goods shop or vegetable stand; but nevertheless
they are counted "nepmen" and taxed amceordingly, And how taxed. First
they have to pay for a patent to do business; then so much p-ro;nt on
their gross takinge during the preceding six monthsj next, so much per-
gent on the net oarniﬁu;; then so much pore-nt on the inerease in the

net earninge durins those six months

g i to them; and lo on and so
rorth until those poor fellows are 1ort with barely enough to drag away
to some Jewish agricultural colony 1p the Crimea, « « «

That 18 why the Jews complain so bitterly against the Bolsheviki



31,
system, <‘hey complain openly and loudly, not intthe public meetings as
yet, but constantly in private conversaticns, In America I was informed
that it would be a waste of time to come here, for I should never be
able to make the people in Russia tell me what they truly think, But
the information, like most other Amerisan information concerning Russia,
was utterly false, My chief problem here has been to make people stop
telling me what they truly think, I don't want to be sc devastatingly
disillusioned, 1 don:t want to become an anti-Communist, It i1s too
dangerous for my soul, For I am a modefate Soelalist, and I want to
remain onej but if extreme Soclalism can bear such fruit, I fear I shall
be driven to something approaching anti-Socialism, I am a “pink" and
want to remain onej but if the "reds" are such a violent red, I trembdle

lest I be terrified into a pallid "white.

And that is why I say Russia is a dangerous country., « .

November 5, 1926 AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PORTAﬁﬁ?
Excerpts from a Travel Diary: Jewish Life Urder Communism,
by LEVIS BROWEE
Constantin;ple, October 1, 1926:

I want to write today about what is certainly the most importent
development in Jewish 1ife under Communism, I mean, of course, the great
colonization project, I 4id not write about this while I was in Russia
largely because I feared the Poviet censor might take exception to my
findinegs, (I still do not know whether the articles I 4id send out of
Russia ever readhed England or Ameriea, Thus far I have not been atble
to receive a word of acknowledgment,) But now that I have crossed the
Black Sea and am far from Communist control, I feel I can safely un-
burden myself,

To begin with, let me mosp emphatieally state that in my opin-

1on the one solution of the economie protlem of the Jews in Red Russia

lies at present in their rapid and widespread settlement on the sofl.
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The solution of their spiritual problem lies, of course, in an utterly
different direstion, The spiritual problem of the Jew in Russia 18 pre-
oisely the spiritual problem of the Jew everywhere else and therefore
cannot be solved by agricultural settlement or dissolved by oouhcrnaal
unsettlement, That problem is essentially psychological, not physieal,
and therefore ean be solved only by some psychologieal reorientation,
But so far as the purely economic question is concerned, at present
crimoa is the only answer, . .

I state that so baldly because there seems to be great controv-
ersy in Ameriean Jewry over this matter, I know that these words will
not end that eontroversy; but I dearly wish they could, For as I see it
from this distance, the whole pother is largely groundless, :Thoro is no
real ccnflict between this Russianlcolonisation projeet and Zionism,

The two movements are not even remotely in the same elass, This Russian
scheme seeks to ;olro mor@.y a logal problem; Zioniem is aimed at an
international, a world problem, The one is intended merely to retrieve
a ninsio bhanch of Jewry; the othor, to reinvigorate the whole trao

S0 where is the competition? As woli say that the Ohllfﬁhlru Arbitrn-
tion Committee is in competition with the VWorld Court,

I shall not bother to cite statistics ooncerning the settlement
of the Jews on Russian soil within the last six years, I have exceeding-
1y little faith in statisties, For, being a Jow. I xnow that though
figures do not lie, liars frequently figure, And in Rusela, as every-
where else, there are not a few 1lar-.. 1 am not stooping to slander when
I say that, Most of the Soviet ntaﬁiitlailnl are not conseiously liars--
at least I have not discovered them to be so, “ut they are enthusiasts--
and that amounts to almost the same thing, They are ineclined to get
Just the least bit eramped over unfayorable totals, and expansive over
favorableones, « . « No, I shall not cite statistics, for these you ean
easily diseover for yourselves in the propagandist literature of the

various "drive" organizations in America, I shall merely report what
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I have seen with my own eyes,

First, I have seen Jewish colonists in Russia, I have seen many
of them, talked with them, eaten with them, and haggled with them over
the price of a ride to the next village in thelr springless peasant
wagons, (Simply because a Jew has turned muzhik, doesn't mean he has
lost his talent for driving hard bargainel) Without exeeption these
colonists were former small traders and artisens who were ruined by
the War and half-buried by the Revolution, Most of those to whom I spoke
came from the small villages of White Russia @a the Ukraine, from those
indescribably forlorn holes whenece the very rodents have fled in despair,
Thoy eame only a few months, or at most a few years, ago, and they are
still struggling desperately to make the soil give them a livelihood,
That few if any of them have yet succeeded is only nnturnl;

These Jewlsh poyerim are barely learning the first rudiments
of agriculture; and, 1t must be admitted, not all of them are learning
-any too quiekly, Many of them are finding it exceedingly hnrd to break
away from ?ld habits, They want to open little shops on the side; but,
knowing that their land will be taken from them by the government if they
are caught, they are spending a good deal of their time inventing ways
of econdueting such shops seeretly, Perhaps that demoralizing tendency
will pass away in time, Perhaps the drag of the soil, the lure of the
Great Mother, will "get" the Jew as the x;ara ro‘} by, so that finally
he will be feom choice and not necessity a ponsani. Perhaps, . «

That was what struck me most while I w about among the
Jewish eolonists in Russia: the eonstant perhapsing, Every hope -aprossoa
by those settlers was qualified by efsher, I had a reii;ns that many of
them felt insscure in their new 1ife, doubtful about its desirability
and dublious about its pormanoneo.. }i airuck me so foreibly bescause
I had none of that feeling when I was among the Jewish colonists in
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Palestine laat year,

There, in Eretz israel, there seemed to be no doubts or dub-
jeties at all, Those young chulutzim were sure of themselves, They
faced infinitely greater hardships and obstacles than the Jewish Poyerim
in Russia, Thelr lands were not nearly so rich or o#tonsivc: water was
more difficult to procure; the climate was more taxing; dlseases were
more rife; native opposition was more obviocus; prosperity seemed infinit-
1y further away, And yet never once 414 I hear them muprwur that devi-
talizing word efsher. Jthere seemed to be no "perhaps” about it in Pales~
tine, Those young men and women had come there as to their rightful '
home~-and they meant tc stay,

The esontrast may be due to the age of the colonists, The Russiaa
settlers as a general run are much older than the Palestinians, They
are not youths and maidens flushed with dreams and ideals, but for the
most pari “family men" bowed down with family obligations, They've
come to the so0il not to oreate a new life hut merely to"make a i&ving."
They say so frankly, They have no 1llusions about their work, fhoy don't
talk in glowing phrases about the sweetness of the socil or the grandeur
of the simple 1ife, They think the soll smells horridly, and they still
believe the simple 1life is fit only for muzhiks, But what oan they do?
There is no place for them in their old villages., They can't possibly make
a living as private traders, for the Yommuniet regime won't let them.
And they ean't find work in the governmment or the co-operative uforos.

Iheﬁomioally Russia is still far from stabl f f3ho may be better
off than Poland with its absurdly over-decorated army; or ﬁg;mnnia with
its amusingly over<dressed old queen; but that is not saying ﬁary much ,
Compared with the great mations of the West, Russia 1s still in rather
desperate straits, Unemployment 13.;1!. everywherg, and, though nobody
seens éo be literally starving to death (the government sees to that),
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nobody is overfed, either (the government sees to that, too),

That 18 why so many thousands of Jews (eleven thousand families
by the latest estimate) have 5oﬁn down to the soil, Theére is nothing
else for them to do. They must get down and dig, or elee ntaévc to death-~
and, as they thimnolvos say, starben von hunger glist sich nit (one does not
relish ltﬁrvins to death),

But there is another and happler side to the ploture, Not all of
the settlers are of the older generation, The younger is also represented,
and this younger gemmration is taking to the soil with better grace,

They are not quite comparable to the chalutzim of “alestine begause very

few of them are unattached, There are in Russia very few communist col-
onies of young men and women like those to be found in Galilee; and those few
are actually made up of &ionists getting ready to go to Galilee, Prac-
tieally all of the new Russian Jewish settlements are based on the old

family system,

The boys and girls work for, and with, their own fathers and

mothers, tilling what 18 practically-~though not teechnically--their fami-
lies' private land, and reaping all possible profits therefrom, For that
reason one finds even among the youth 1ﬁ the Russian colonies very 1ittle
of that ebullient enthusiasm characteristie in the Palestinian kvutzos,
The parents are always around to dampen the ardor and frown at the shout-
ing, As I heard one old Jewish farmer put it grumpily: "What is there to
shout and a;ns and dance abbut? Enough that we have been bdbrought low and
made to work like horses, 5Shall we yet be merry over 1t?"

But despite the mutterings of the elders, th& boys and girls in
the Jewish colonies do manage to get enthusiastic, They do it chiefly
when they get together at their Komsomol meetings, It is exceedingly
d1fficult now to begome a member of the 5nnnun15t Party; but anybody
botwoiﬁ.tbo ages of 16 and 21 ean Join the Young Qonmunista. the Koa-

somols,
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And many if not most of the sons and daughters of the Jewish colonists
do join this organization, They are attracted to it for several reasons,
First of all, it is the ehlef social club for the "younger set, It
provides many of the village entertalnments, conducts classes, oarriés
on hot and headlong propaganda, and generally "runs” things among the
young men and women of the village, And secondly, it is the preparatory
school for the c-mmunist Partyéf To be prominent in the local “omsomol
ig one of the surest ways of squeezing through to the Kompartei when one
is of age, In other words, tc Jjoin the Komsomols means popularity in
the present and pcwer in the future, éo quite naturally the young
Jews and Jewesses join up fast and with delicious fervor. The parents
often ohject, for to become a Komsomol means to abjure all relligion
and swear only by Communism and its Holy Prophet “enin, But who listens
to parents nowadays?

That 18 why the Jewilsh colonizatiocn project in Russla cannot
yet be judged fairly, It will take at least a gemeration for it to be-
2in to show valid results, ¥What those results will be, no one e¢an say
yet; but surely they cannot be worse than the results of ten generations
of petty trading, I do not think the scheme an ideal one, If it deve-
lops as the Russian government plans, it will end in producing a monstrous
Yiddish Republlc, an unlovely nationality of Yiddish-spesking :ommunlst
muszhike cut off from the main body of Jewry and tracing all ite historile
origins back only to the Red October of 1917, Or Af it develops as many
of the older Jewish colonists secretly hope, it will provide a tempor-
ary refuge for them until the government changes its oppressive attitude
towards private trade, In either gase, the ultimate fruits will not be
paradisieal,

But perhaps one should not pause to think of the future, ‘ne
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present--sharp, ocruel, murderous--is on us, There are hundreds of thous-
ands of Jews in Russia today who must be saved now--and colonization
seems to be the only way, It is not a question of ultimate frult but
immediate bread, Of course, if Palestine could provide that immediate
bread it would be another matter, But in Ruasia the nuwspapo}n declare

g
fad

that Palestine om

% provide only stones, Every day the newspapers report
that new thousands of Chalutzim are starving in Epetz Israel and begging
for permission to some back to the Ukraine, 8o there ¢an be no hope,
d@gioualy enough, in that direotion, At least, the Russlan Jews of the
older generation can see none, And jJudging from what they hear of twenty-
five million dcllar drives in the Un&tnﬁ States, they imagine the Amerlean
Jews ean see nome sither, BSo there 1s no cholee left, One simply must

AR e

1ig in der erd and dig right here in Russla,

N“.!hgilfﬁ 1926:‘s AROUND THE WORLD WITH A PORTABLE
m Must Scon Disappear from Russia--and Ghristianity, Too"
By LEWIS BROWNE

November 1, 1926, Pintan;, Czecho-Slovakia jue

The story 1s told in the Talmud of how four intrepid rabbis once
dared to peer into Paradise-~that is, the philosophy of pagan Greece--
and of how as & result three of them were afflicted with evil for the
rest of their lives, Svidently rabbis are not permitted to rank.tbQM*
selves with fools(and prophets) and step in where angels fear to tread.
14 would seem that mot even ex-rabbis can have that privileges, For here
am I, condemned to wallow for weeks in hot Pistany nud, all booau?o
I dared to enter the Paradise not of philosophic Greece but of revolution-
ary Russia, Rheumstism has taken hold of me and so bent my body that
I am constantly in a position to recite the Alenmu adoration, And for that,
so I am told, I have Russia to thank, The eonditions there, .‘pecially
in the smaller towns and villages i visited, were too pr1m1t11§ and stren-

uous for a frame alroipy tired and sore, By the time I managed to get
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as far south as Odessa I broke down; &nd now I am forgced to halt for weeks

et this quite attractive kur-ort so that I can get mended agsin., Thus,
apparently, does the Almighty, who has no respect for persons and no
patience with parsons, repay me for daring to go where I didn't belong,

But nevertheless I'm not at all sorry I went, WMy 11;1t to
Russia this summer was certainly one of the most significant experiences
of my life, It 414 more to clarify my ideas on soclal and egonomie pro-
blems than all my reading on those subjects in half-a-dozen years, And
it taught me more about the making and breaking of religion than 1 learnt
in seven years in a theologieal seminary, I1'm all in faver of the re-
cognition of Russia Af only becsuse it w&ula make it possible for thous-
ands of American students to travel in that land and become eduscated,
At_}pq_ponunt Russia impresses me as the most 1lluminating New School
for Boclal Resesreh to be found in all the world, '

The idea of going to Russia first came to me definitely about ten
months ago, I was working then on that rather over-done map which forms
the endepapers of "This Believing World," that map showing the religions
dominant in the different parts of the earth, And I remember that jast
as T had finished printing the words "Greek Orthodox" across the fase of
Russia, I halted and asked myself aloud: "But is it Greek Orthodox any
more?" For the life of me I eould not deeide, I telephoned one of my
Communist friends, but he too seemed in doubt, I went down to the library

and aonsulted the periodisals; I glansed through half-g&liéesn books on

Russia; I even wrote a letter to a Russian information buresu in Washington,
But still I eould not obtain a satiasfying answer, On all sides I was
informed that something had happened to the Chureh in Ruulia;'but Just
what, no one seemed to know, “o I was compelled to go over and find

out for myself,
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Well, I went and I found out; and now I am ready to anewer my
own question, I was not wrong: Greek Orthodoxy is still the prevalling
religion in Ruseia, But a sorrier prevalence 1t would be diffiecult to
imagine, All her landes have been taken from the Ghu;nh; all her cost-
liest jeweks, her most precious paintings, her oldest manuecripts,
have been confiscated; and logbngl of her most historie sanctuaries have
been summardily turned into museums, ZEvery vestige of power has been
takon zron the elergy, and their quonaum privileges have becn roplaeod
by severe disabllities, The government allows the priests una prelates
to eontinue in thelr work only beeause it knows the time is not yet
ripe for them to be safely ousted, The believers, especially in the rumal
distriets, are still too numerous, For all that the government 1s most
aggressively anti-religious, publishing and distributing anti-religious
tracts by the million, teaching unfinrcligion in the sghools and preaching
it in the unton-: aceepting only eonfirmed anti-religionists as members
of the Communist Party, still the vest majority of the population in
Russia pemains religious, In every village you ean still hear the church ¥

bells ringing, and on every highway you ean 5till see the ikons standing uﬁ;
abashed, In Moscow one day I sat ocutside one of the large churshes

in the Kitail Sorod and watched how many persons crossed themselves

or tipped their hats as they passed by. The average was one in elsven--
which proportion, eonsidering that Moscow is the seat of the government

and is erowded with Communist offioclals and students, seemed to me
significaftly high, In Eief, where I tried the same experiment, the
proportion was one in tenj but considering that four out of the irreve-

rent nine were obviously Jews, the proportion was really one in B8ix,

In a small market town about thirty miles south of Gomel the ratio was one
to four. « + «

I 4o not, however, attach much importance to such rough caleulations,
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I attach importance only to the general impression dhe gets In Russia, and
that 48 that the Greek Orthodox Chureh, though ?q__rt, of prestige and quite
stripped of governmental power, is still a genuine forsce in the land, The
young are rapidly being won away, but the old still fiold on to their ancient
faith, They still give their sweaty kopecks tc the bearded priests in
return for holy tapers and mumbled prayers, They still throng thi churches
on Sunday and kise wayside lkons the rest of the week, Thef 2till eall them-
selves Christians, :

_ Of oourse, the “ommunists know this full well, Thet is why their
sampaign against the Church is not more swift and savage, But they are
sﬁakigs all on the future, They believe that the new generation, "unepoilt”
b} riiisioua training but on the éontntrr reared in fiercely anti-relligious
sohools, will sweep the Chureh eway within two decades, And that beliefl
seems well-founded, Unless there is & counter-revolution in Russia with-
in thq‘nnxt few years, the Greek ”rthodn: Church is utterly doomed, If
the Communiete remain in power, masses will soon be as rare in Russia as
voodoo ceremonies are now in Harlem,

And what may happen to the Chureh must alsc happen to the Synagogue,
I imagine,

' Indeed, there is every reason to believe that in the "religious
11qu1d§tion" the Synagogue will fade out of Russian 1ife mueh faster than
the Chureh, Alpé@@y. one hﬁ%Lzho feeling that Judaism in Russia is breath-
ing its last desperate gasps, The anti-religious laws make it utterly
impossible for Hebrew schools to exist, and these old orowded chedarin,
where the ehildren of the Jews were taught to i@ay over holy books and
yell prayers or Talmudie phrases at the top of their little lungs, are
now altogether unknown, That there are no yeshivos, mo rabbinical acad-
emies, left in the land, for there are no students left,

In Moscow I game across a fﬁttls group of youths seeretly studyling
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the Talmud of evenings under the guldance of an o0ld and bewildered Chassidie
rabbl; but none of them had more than an amateur's interest in the sub-
Jeot, Thoy were all students at the university and expeated to become
en3ineers og%doetorn or teachers in the higher sshools, They pored over
the Talmud solely because, as one of them phrased it to me, "it can't
hurt to know the wisdom of the past as well as the present,” They ;o
more dreamed of becoming rabbis than.Angriaan youths dream of becoming
armourers or hansom-cab mnnufueturnrs. &

The famous yeshivah in Odonaa, whe r. Klausner and Dr, Tscher-
novitz were once teachers, has heen eonv.rtud into a library, and may
8oon be closed down altogether begause it 1s suspected to have besome ;
a rendezvous for saecret Zionists, (A1l Zionist activity 1s 1llegal and s i
verely repressed in Ukrainis.) The finest symagogues have been aonfise
cated and made over into Yiddish workinanu 8 olubs, (It wae a bit
startling to ses the two tablets of stone over the great Brodsky Syna-
gogue 1in Qd-ssa, the only reform symagogue that ever existed in Eastern
Burope-<govered by a huge red star bearing the portralt of Lenin})
in many of the smaller towns the Houses of Learning have been sonverted
into debating halls for the young ?ommun:ut-. In one town I visited
Sven the mikveh, the ritual bath, had been communized by the government!

‘But one must not imagine that this virulense with which the
Synagogue 15 being attacked is due to Anti-Bemitism, Officially there
is ahaolut.ly no trace of Anti-Semitism in red Russa, Unorticially, of
eourse, thers is enough of it to destroy all Russian Jewry; even within
the Oommunist Party itself it is rife, (There is mope than a little rea-
son £o believe that much of the enmity shown by Stalin and his colleagues
to Trotzky, Zinoviev, Radek, Platakoff, and the other leaders of the de-
feated “Opposition"--most of whom sro 3awa--1u rooted in that old, old
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prejudice ,) But officlally, at least, Anti-Semitiem does not exist, Of~
ficlally there ls only anti~Judaism, and curiously enough, the Jews themselves
are responsible for it, Indeed, so lxooalivqu'havo_somq Jewish Yommun-
iste borsoautod the Synagogue that on oceasion the non-Jowiah%¢ommun-
ists have actually been moved to protest, Kalenin, who is vfitually
president of the “oviet Union, himself declared in an official statement
last June that he frequently had to eall young Jewish Communists to
book for the violsnce of their assault on the Synagoguel

So the future seems cbvious, apparently, Judaism must soon
disappear from Ruesia--and Christianity too, ?bat eventuality, 18 most
confidently looked forward tc by all the ‘fummunzats, and plane are already
being made for a school eurriculun whieh will not have to inelude antl-
religious instruction, But, despi@s all indioations, I am not nearly so
confident, Religion is a maddeningly persistent fagtor in life, It may
be persecuted an& suppreesed for generations on end--but in the end it
will still be there, It may change ite name, its form, its fancles--
but it will still exist, I say this not as a believer but as a historian,
You qan:t suppress faith; you ¢an merely foree it to take new shapes,
In Russia, thersfore, religion will undoubtedly emerge in a new gulse
in the hnar.ruture. Jesus will be probably replaced by Lenin, and the
BEible by Das Kapital; priests will give way to Natehalnike, and rabbis to
Communist teaghers, And thus Russia will still be held within the boune
daries of "This belleving world,” She will still have = faith, a dogma,
oven a ritusl, BShe will still be in the narrowest sense of the wond
"rcligioua." th_‘? e historian of the future sets out to make a map of
. the Qbrid’a raliglbnn, he may not be able to write asross the face of
Russia the words "Greek Orthodox,” But nelther will he be able to write
there the word "None," Absurd as 1t _may sound to us now, quite possibly
he will have to write simply "Communism}"
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