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_ Author of:
THIS BELIEVING WORLD . -
" THE WORLD'S GREAT SCRIPTURES
SOMETHING WENT WRONG
' STRANGER THAN FICTION
SEE WHAT I MEAN?
.THE GRAPHIC BIBLE
'BLESSED SPINOZA '
' THE WISDOM OF ISRAEL
HOW ODD OF GOD .-
: others "
His popularity has been established by mil-
lions of readers. His literary craftsmanship has

been acclaimed by the critics. Lewis Browne is
unquestionably one of the great authors of our
times. :

Without a peer as an interpreter of religious
and social history, Dr. Browne has received the
highest praise for his latest work, “The World’s
Great Scriptures.” This anthology of more than

' ninety religious texts is annotated with his
. historical introductions and interpretative com-

ments, and illustrated with his own woodblocks.

“The World’s Great Scriptures” was released
by MacMillan early in 1947 on the twentieth
anniversary of the publication of Dr. Browne’s
classic on comparative religions, “This Believing
World.” Now in its forty-eighth . printing, this
book has been the most popular volume on re-
ligion in the libraries of North America, accord-
ing to an official survey by the American Library
Association. '

Outstanding among Dr. Browne’s fifteen other -
works is “Something Went Wrong,” a history of -

industrial civilization of which H. G. Wells
wrote, “one could not ask for a clearer, saner,
more brilliant or more timely bhook.”

Outstanding, too, is Lewis Browne’s best-

selling “See What I Mean?”, a novel on
American Fascists which has been serialized in
hewspapers, condensed in Liberty magazine, and
is now in production as a movie,

“That Man Heine,” Dr. Browne's biography ‘

of the great German poet, was a selection of the
Literary Guild of America. His history of the
Jews, “Stranger Than Fiction,” is considered a
classic in its field. ; :

) Exclusive Management
HAROLD R. PEAT
2 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y.
' Phone: MUrray Hill 2-0640
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Sinclair Lewis, who engaged Lewis Browne in debates
during three transcontinental lecture tours they made
together, says this of him: & | o e

Lewis Browne gives one the pleasure of
watching a brain free from prejudices
and fanaticisms, yet warm with humani-
tarianism; hard and athletic from many
studies, yet alive to the gaieties, the ab-
surdities, the loveable commonnesses of

daily life.

Thousands of lecture-goers have endorsed Sinclair
Lewis’ views in their own words after hearing Lewis
Browne. His felicity and facility of expression, his ency-
clopedic knowledge, his moving earnestness, and, his
irrepressible wit have made him a platform favorite
from coast to coast.

Whether he is analyzing religion, great literature, or
all the self-made woes of man, he has the rare knack
of being exciting, even entertaining, yet at the same
time genuinely informative and profound.

Lewis Browne was born in England, but has long
considered this country his home. The United States,
in turn, has come to know him as one of the outstanding
figures in its intellectual life. Never has his voice been

more important to the American platform than in the
troubled world of today.
)

The 19:17-18 lecture scu~on features Lewis Browne's
twenty-fourth transcoutinenial wur. During his dis-

tinguished platform career. Dr. Browne has:
* delivered nearly 2,000 public lectures _
appeared on the platform of Columbia University’s
Institute of Arts and Sciences 40 times, at Boston’s

Ford Hall 18 times, at San Diego’s Open Forum 15
times

lectured before hundreds of organizations through-
out America, including the Town Halls of New
York City, Detroit, Toledo, Phoenix, San Francisco,
Tulsa; the Universities of Michigan, Wisconsin,
Iowa, Oregon; the State Teachers Associations of -
Iowa, Nebraska, California

let;tured in Japan, China, India, Palestine, Hawaii,
Alaska, Canada, England, France, and many other
countries

served as Civilian Lecturer on Orientation for the
War Department in 194245

“l have never received more

letters of enthusiastic praise and
congratulations than Dr. Browne's
series has_prompted.”— Dr. Rus-
sell Potter, Director, Institute of
Arts and Sciences, Columbia Uni-
versity, New York City.

“His lecture was perfectly

superb, and his answers to ques-
tions, too! He is a rara avis —
an author who can talk as well
as he writes, and a lecturer who
can write as well as he talks”—
John Haynes Holmes, The Com-
munity Church, New York City.

“Lewis Browne was brilliant.
He is a gifted public speaker, by
far the most interesting and il
luminating that we have ever
had.” — Pear]l Bennet Broxan. .
General Federation of Women's
Clubs, Washington, D. C,

“As I've heard listeners say
again and again, Lewis Browne
is “tops” on the lecture plat-
form” — L. W. Heyl, Star
President, California Council for
Adult Education,



PREFACE

On Tuesday morning, January 4, 1949, on the frent page of
The Los Angeles Times appeared in heavy one inch block 1etters |
the news item: "NOTED AUTHOR KILLS SELF."

A writer to the last, Lewis Browne, aged 52, had penned a
suicide message and then killed himself by poison. The note he
left, after asking forgiveness "for'whatri am about to do," went
on to say: |

"I have no fear of death. I think of it as an endless
sleep. So, goodnight."

Lewis Browne had achieved fame and earned a small fortune
as an author and lecturer. He lived at 20 Latimer uene At the
Uplifters Ranch in Santa Monice, an exclusive area by the Pacific
Ocean. Notables in the arts and sciences were his neighbors. The
famous and the brightest were his friends. Everything was perfect-
except his health.

From the age of 18, an insidious form of arthritis began,
to wrack his body He learned to tolerate the paln and to ease it
with strenuous exercise It was a different story when he developed
a palnful eye affliction. The eye speciallsts did their best, but
the medical knowledge of the period was not'sufficient to: save his
sight. He could not bear life without sight.

However he is appraieed as a writer, Lewis Browne was é unique
happening in the first half of the 20th Ceﬁtury. His genius was -
an ability to see through superstitious beliefs that were shackling
man's ability to leafn the truth. He was intolerant of the descriptive
prose of his day which shielded poor reasoning. While‘other writers

were expressing themselves with thousands of words, Lewis was writing
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about e€ents which océurfed over hundreds of years in books of less
than thfee hundred pages. He did this by an enormoUsllabor of
reééarch and hundreds‘of hours in extracting the true meanings.

Nearly forty years have passéd singe his_death and some of his
books are still'in print. An extended narfative of his life is
unnecessary since since we can see it all in his writings. What I
have attempted to do in this story of "The Life and Times of Lewis
Browne" is to tell a little of each of his books and something abbut\
his friends, most of whom:were also writers. Each chapter tells about
one of the books. The ideas and many of the words themselves are those
of Lewis Browne. : ‘

Rébeccé Tarlow, Lewis Browne's sister, devoted many years of her
life in preserving Lewis Browne's writings. This story represents

my efforts to preserve the héritage.

Copyright 1987, by
EDMOND MOSLEY
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CHAPTER I

HOW LEWIS BROWNE CAME TO BE BORN IN LONDON
AND HIS UNEVENTFUL CHILDHOOD

Lewis Browne, born in London on June 22, 1897, was born
neither to wealth nor poverty. The youngest child of Avrum and
Stisia, he lived with his family in fair sized quarters in a
tolerable section of London, a distance from where poor emigrants
would first settle. He was the only child of the family to be
born in London, h;s sisters Rebecca and Beatrice, and his brothers
Sydney and Harry, having been born in the little village of
Dombrowitz, an area of Russia that no longer can be located by
its name on maps of Russia. Like many other Jewish youths in
Russia, his father had left his homeland(after the first four
children were born)to escape conscription into the army.

It was not only the Jewish youth but mcst &f the voor males as
well who tried to avoid military service, well knowing that
death would come not only in battle but from the hardships and
disease they would suffer. The rich could either buy their way
out of serving or could enter as the privileged officer class.

The common soidier was too ill fed and poorly clothed to

be able to endure the harsh Russian winters. More soldiers died

from pneumonia and malnutrition than in battle. Avrum was not

poor, being well paid for his skill in selecting the mature trees

for cutting in the forests. But a law had been passed forbidding
Jews to buy their way out of serving by paying another inéividual

to serve in their stead. It was no wonder that Avrum was deliberately
starved by Stisia to make him so weak that even the army would

find him unfit for service and actually encourage his leaving the

country, as they did with others who were unable to be drafted.

1
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There is no record of when Avrum and Stitia's forebears

came to Russia, but it hardly could have been by choice. In the

year 135 the battles betwéen the Romans and the Jews ended, with
many Jews massacred, thousands sold into slavery, and the great
Exile of the jews from Judea begun. The dispersal from Judea had
started hundreds of years béfore then, though this time, with the
sacking of Jerusalem, the numbers were much greater. In fact, after
the desfruction of the Southern Kingdom in 586 B.C., more Jews
were living outside the borders of Judea (Palestine) than within
them. But whérever the Jews were, Jerusalem was considered the
most holy of places, and they would make pilgrimages to it. With
the fall of Jerusalem, the pilgrimages ended for several hundred
years.

In some of the foreign lands the Jews prospered, notably in
Egypt. In Alexandria, that wondrous city founded by Alexander the
Great, the Jews were so powerful that they were able to
establish their own flourishing community. One of the greatest writers
of the Hellenistic world was an Alexandrian Jew named Philo. His
work influenced the thought of all early Christian scholars. There
were other lands where the Jews also prospered and became powerful,
but their good fortune did not last forever and the Jews. : "
had to continue dispersing.

When the Jews fled from Judea, their desire was to get sas
far away from Christian Rome as possible. Egypt was “¢c Jloss to
most; some fled to Babylonia, others to Gaul and the Teutonic lands.
Others even fled to far away places like India and China. The
Teutonic lands and Gaul were chosen because the people there were

still barbarians and had not yet learned the Christian hatred of Jews.
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As the Jews settied into foreign lands, they became just like
the people among whom ﬁheylived.. In Arabla, the Jews turned nomad
— and formed themslves into warring triﬁes. Poets of their own wrote
songs in Arabic. Yet they, as well as other dispersed Jews,remained

as Jews for two principle reasons:

Rabbis clutched laws that so minutely regulated conduct, that
they were able to build a wall around Jewish-life. The laws went to
endless length to dictate what should be eaten, how one should dress,
how to bathe and when, and how to pray. The second, and perhaps the
more important reason, is that non-Jews will not allow the Jew to
disappear. If tﬁére were no Jewlsh people, they would have been
invented. S

_From the fifth to the seventh century, Jews were under attack
and hodﬁded from town to town in practically every Christian country. -
Early in the eight centnry, when the Mﬁhammedans drove out the armies
of Persia, Christian natiéhs became more tolerant of the Jews and
even the anger of the followers of Mohammed toward the Jews began to
subside (Mohammad had become bitter toward the Jews because of their
refusal to accept the Koran andemaﬁmadas the prophet of God). The

~

reason for the.téierance was that the Jews were very uﬁéful in helping
the conquests of foreign territories. Their forced travels made them
learned © advisers on the history and geography of foreign lands and
they spoke the foreign languages.

Those Jews who had cohe to Mohammadan lands began tc accumulate
‘wealth. They traded everywhere, traveling from England to India, from
Bohemia to Egypt. When the Arabs conquered Babylonia, the Jews there

were allowed to'présper and rabbinical academies began to flourish once

more. But despite the outward freedom in the lands now dominated by the




Mohammadans, the high walis built by the Rabbis with laws derived
byflitefal interpréfations bf the Talmud, locked out the Jews from
assimilating 1ntq any society.

If any changes from rabbinical shackles wére to come, it would
be in Spain. Jews in Spain had possessed wealth and power almost
from the beginhing of the seveﬁth century when the Mohammadans hsd
driven out the Christians. Three hundred years later, the wealth and
]powéb 6f the Jews had so increased, that they were able tofbecome
active in the armies, teachers in thevuniversities, managers of the
~royal treasuries, physicians and bankers and even leading diplomats.
Spanish Jews no longer considered the‘Talmud as the beginning
“‘and end of éll ﬁisdom nor was the writing of commentaries still
looked on as the only pursuit for Jewish scholars. Now there was
Jewfsh laughter as well as Jewish weeping. Moses benrMaimbn, knowh'
as Maimondes, born in 1135, one of the great Jewish thinkers, strgvé
to make Jewish religious teaching scientific instead of metaphysica1. ~’

By applying Aristotelian'IOgic, he wrote the Guide for the Perplexed,

setting down logical reésgns for the beliefs in the Talmud.
The-freedom enjoyed by the Jews in Mohammadan Spain was not ;
shared by Jews in other lands that were Christian. In 1096 the
first Crusade ﬁas launched and Jews were massacred by the thousands
as the Crusaders marched through Europe._Later, there was a second
and third Crusade, until thére was seven in all, ending in 1270.
The Browne clap, or at least some of them, were spared frqmrﬁhe
Crusaders by having settled or fled to Russian soil. Avrum Browne,
the father of Lewis, felt gfateful to be alive, but longed for a land
that promised some measure of safety for a Jew.
News about such lands began-to spread at the end of the
19th Century- England and America. It took as much courége'to travel
to the new lands as to éttempt to continue 1living in Russia.

4,




With a tidy sum that Avrum had saved from his work as a tree

~ expert, the Browne faﬁily arrived in England in 1896. A short time

_later, on'June’22, 1897, Lewis was born. We are back where this
chapter began.

- Avrum's savings were sufficient to settle the family in .
Stamford Hills, an area north of the squalor of East End ﬁhere
mostrof the penniless érrivals,were settling; Lewls Browne
remémbers‘that his'family was almost the only Jewlsh family to settle

: in that neighborhood. Today, all‘the Christians left in the section
can be accbmgdated at a three harded game of bridge.(this
statisticalfihfqrmation was correct at least on June 15, 1926,
when it waS-repofted'in Lewis Browne's Travel Diary. Lewis also
reported that by the year 1926, many Jews had settled in Hampstead,
whicﬁ.is Just northwest of Stamford, where‘therhomeq were very new
and mostﬁﬁad a motor car. Here the grandson of old Lezer Kurzovéky is
Kiiow as Launcelot Curzon, and the grand dauéhter of Rivka Halperin
s callgdthdaa Haldane. And the kosher butcher announces himself
a fpg;yeydr of Continental dglicacies.) ; .

 Lewis and his brothers and sisters attended the English
schools. Lewis won a Junior London Council Scholarship but "does
- not appear to have distinguished‘himself as a scholar. His sister
Rebecca showed a talent for music. She went on with her piano
studies to gﬁaduéﬁe with highesﬁ_honors from the London Conservatory
of Music, a highly respected musical collgge. Avrum®Browne
dabbled in gold and jewlery with fair success and would have
desired to sﬁay in London were it not for Stisia's rheumatism.

Stisia blamed her rheumatism on "the London fog" which

created dampness in the air. It has been determined that what

.was thought to be-a "fog" was not a fog at all. The rTndustrial




‘Revolution had brought many factories to London, and with the
iﬁvention of the Newcomen steam pump (1712) which aided coal
hiniﬁg, and'because coal became aﬁChéap fuel for the new efficient
steam enginevpatented by Watt (1769), coal became the principal
fuei,in thé fﬁétories. And as the factories began to hum more
and more with.their machinery driven by.coal, coal dust filled
the air. The "London Fog" was reaiiy coal dust! v =

Avrum was unhappy to see his wife Stisia in such distress
but he too ;as distressed. He had loved tﬁe forests around his
Russian home and the clean air that had filled his lungs. Now
he could hardly sge'evén a ﬁree. It was unthinkable to return-
to Russia, but there wasrexcitingvnéws from Harry, his eldest
sbﬁ;5who had migrated tolPortlénd, Oregon.

"Papa," Harry had written from Portland, "never in your
‘life,héve.ygg seen such trees aé there are here! They reach
nearly to the sky and everywhere there are roses. The air is so
clean you can see the sky." ;

Avrum did not fear starting over again in a new land. He
had made up his mind. Portland would ease Stisia's rheumatism
and he wouldwbe able to roam in his beloved woods (Harry had
Aeglected to mention that it continually rains in Portland and
the air is damp); The business was sold, clothes and a few
household articlgs were packed, and with the two youngest children,
'Rebecca and Lewis, Arum énd Stisia embarked for America! Bessie,
- the eldest child, remaiped‘in‘London. She Qas happily married -
to Joseph Leton and worked with him in their diamond and jewelry
store. 7

With Hérry Browne having pioneefed the Browne family

into the new world, it did not take long for Avrum to settle
' 6.




down 1n Portland._Portland was the. dream land that Harry had
pictured. Nof only was he surrounded with trees and flowers, but
a.éhort‘distance awéy were magnificient mountains capped with
snow and a sea shore! Hdwéver, there was no time for laziness.

A shop was opened selling optical goods, watches and watch
repairing. Avrum could use the skills he developed in London

and also benefitted from what he could learn from his son Harry
who had become an optometrist.

Harry had married a lovely wife, Rose. The optometry
business prospered. In the proper order, four children, all
unusually bright, were born (Bess, Blanche, Lewis and Bobby).
Sydney, the oldest son of Avrum and Stisia, the most adventurous
of the children, also married (more than once) and also had
unusual children (Arnold, Rosemarie, Lionel and Blanche).

While 'all this activity was going on, Lewts Browne, now
age 15, was not idle. He was in the land of opportunity where

many were embarking in commerce at just about that age.
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CHAPTER II

LEWIS AND SISTER REBECCA ARE UNHAPPY
IN THEIR NEW COUNTRY

While Avrum and Stisia were finding peace and contentment
in the new land, Lewis and his sister Rebecca were not so delighted.
Even Stisla was at times plagued with pain from her arthritis.
Lewis at fifteen had finished high school and knew he had to
find employment but had no desire for commerce; Rebecca was of
marriageable age and felt pressured to find a suitor. The
availability of eligible males was limited since there were not many
Jewish famlies in Portland.

Rebecca finally married Samuel Saks- was it love or convenience?
Unforseen events made thevmarriage end after a short duration. As
bad as things turned out; there was one consolation. Pauline was
born. This fortutious gain from an unfortunate marriage is easily
explained on the basis of the performance of a rubber band. The
furthur you stretch it, the greater will it rebound.

When Pauline was eight, Rebecca decided that she had had enough
of this uncultured country and started to pack her bélongings to
return to London. Sometime earlier, she had given a piano récital
and caught the admiration of Milton Tarlow. Milton, a widowed
Russian Jew and a furniturer manufacturer, looked more like the
actor Ronald Coleman than did the actor himself. On the very eve
of Rebecca's planned departure, he proposed marriage.

Rebecca accepted the proposal. There was a special bonus for
Pauline-Elvin, Milton's only child. Elvin, a strapping, handsome
eleven year old.There-would be a "brother"and a"father". Elvin, a

realist, did not jump with joy when he learned about the prospective



CHAPTER III

LEWIS TRAVELS TO CINCINNATI
TO BEGIN RABBINICAL STUDIES

Today, the journey from Portland, Oregon to the Hebrew
Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio, is just a few hours by air,
but when Lewis set out on his travel in 1914 (he was now 17),_the
trip would take several days. Lewis would travel through 12 states
and cover over four thousand miles. The first leg of the journey
was south to San Francisco, then to San Pedro (a part of Los
Angeles) and from San Pedro to the train station in Los Angeles.
From Los Angeles the trip would go on and on.

Lewis had little spending money in his pockets so he\was
quite chagrined to find when he arrived at the Los Angeles depot
that the next train out was not until 8:30 the next morning. Fortunatel;
he had made an acquaintance with a fellow traveler who was on his
way to the University of Wisconsin, and who would be going as far
as Kansas City with Lewis. The two travellers :decided to rent a
room for the night and share expenses.

They would have liked to rent a room in a cheap boarding. house
which would have cost 50 cents, but decided that the location was
fraught with danger and relunctantley opted for a roém in a 'respectable
hotel' at the cost of $1.00. Having time to spare, they walked
around the city, observing that it had many attractions. Lewis
inquired about business conditions and was told that "things were

slow".
The next morning, the two friends waited until they were on

the train before eating any breakfast. Lewis had brought some food

for the journey and still had some cakes left. His compariion had

i3,



o AR

SH.AL BRDiN

i | 3&*:9 § "w-taﬁ‘a‘

l,r
Y EPAIRING ==
—4 3
oot S

AVRUM BROWMNE STARTS OVER

IN PORTLAMD , CREGON




purchased some canned salmon, sardines, cheese and a loaf of
bread, even though he had started out with as little spending
money as Lewis (throughout his life Lewis would continue to be
very frugal). On seeing the magnificent array of food, Lewis .
suggested that he would throw in his cakes and the food would be
shared. Lewilis was a hearty eater and consumed most of the
sardines, salmon, bread and cheese. His friend hardly touched
the cakes (Lewis wrote to his parents that his travel companion
apparently did not care for the "knobel" in the "wursht").

All the food had been consumed by dinner time. Although
there was a variety of food to be purchased on the train, Lewis'
friend purchased only cakes. Lewis ate most of the cakes but
developed a terrible stomach ache and had to take two pills to
quell the turmoil in his stomach.

Sitting by the train window, Lewis was absorbed by the
colorful view as the train passed through the pleasing orange
groves of southern California. Soon, this view passed away and
the monotonous sand desert of Arizona came into view. The heat
in the train became unbearable. It did not help to open the
windows since the air that blew in was nearly as hot as a furnace
and filled with sand particles. At one station, Yuma Arizona, the
temperature was 110 degrees in the shade. Lewis set foot off
the platform, excited to see genuine Indians and cowboys.

The following morning, after a fitful night of trying to sleep
in the stiff upright seats, the train arrived at El1 Paso, Texas.
It was six in the morning and the train Lewis would transfer to
for Chicago would not arrive until eleven in the evening. This long

delay gave Lewis and his friend an opportunity to walk across the

14.



border to Mexico. Just a few months earlier a bloody battle had
been fought between Villa and Huerta near the American border,
leaving buildings in ruin and gaping holes in the standing walls.
This was the first time that Lewis had seen an actual scene of the
remains of a battle.

Migration of Mexicans into the United States was not a problem
then but yet guarding the border were American soldiers gn one side
and Mexican soldiers on the other side. E1 Paso is divided from
Juarez, Mexico, by the rivef Grande and the two cities are
connected by a bridge over the Grande."The Mexicans'| Lewis wrote,
"seem contented with their 1life, living in small adobes made
of straw mixed with mud and with dirt floors. They appear healthy,
happy, and strong."

There were reasons why Lewis found the Mexicans apparently
contented to remain on their side of the border. El1 Paso was fine
for the many Mexicans who fled from their country during the civil
war years with huge sums of money, but for the peésant, life was
easier in Juarez. Unlike America, there was no prohibition on
alcoholic beverages and laws were very lax. Saloons were open every
day and gambling, cock fights, bull fights and prostitution
flourished everywhere, even on 3unday.

Coming from the cool climates of London and Portland, Lewis
was astonished at how people could live in such intense heat. He
wrote a letter home advising his father Avrum not to come within
500 miles of Juarez for fear that Avrum would have to change the
starched white collar he constantly wore, many times a day.

That evening, an hour late, the train for Chicago arrived.

It was 12 midnight. After boarding, Lewis tried to sleep but had a
13



great deal of difficulty adjusting to a comfortable position. He
had money and drafts in his pocket to pay for board and college
tuition. After changing his heat soaked underwear, he had placed
the money and drafts in the inside pocket of his waistcoat for
safety. Soon it became too warm to wear the waistcoat and they
were transferred to his pants pocket. As long as the funds were
in the pocket on the side he was laying, he felt his money was
safe, but he could not lie on one side for too long, and had to
continually move his funds from pocket to pocket.\

Gratefully, Lewis did not lose any of his money on the long
journey to Chicago. He had spent all day Sunday in E1 Paso and
Mexico, and traveled all of Monday and Tuesday on the train.
Wednesday morning, the train arrived in Chicago. In Lewis's
words "a dirtier, smokier, filthier city, I have never seen!"
The train had passed through the slum area of Chicago and it had
reminded Lewis of Dorset Street and the back streets of Staxton in
London.

It was necessary to change trains in Chicago to continue the
Journey. The next train was at a depot about seven blocks away.
As Lewis emerged from the first depot, a smartly dressed young man
observed Lewls asking for directions. The young man approached
Lewls, Chicago style, and volunteered to take him to the depot.
Lewis respectfully declined but the stranger kept walking by his
side.

The stranger said he knew a shorter way to the depot but
Lewis responded that he preferred the long way. Nonplussed, the

stranger took Lewis by the arm as if t lead him to the shorter

16,



route but Lewis was certain that he was going to be led down

a back alley and robbed. He jerked his arm loose and threatened
to call a policeman. The stranger fled. Lewis had learned

first hand about Chicago.(Lewis would not have been so fortunate
if the incident had occurred during more recent times. He would
have been taken at knife point to an alley, beaten, robbed and
would be lucky to escape with his life).

The rest of the walk to the depot was uneventful. Lewis
boarded the train for Cincinnati and arrived there at about seven
o'clock in the evening; the trip having taken about eight hours.
The first thing Lewis did upon his arrival was to go to Mrs. Binheim's
boarding house. Mrs. Binheim had expected Lewis as arrangements
had been made several weeks previously. There were several other
young boarders already there and Lewis quickly became acquainted
with the group.

Lewis had an agreement with Mrs. Binheim through their
correspondence that she would charge twenty five dollars a month
for room and board. When Mrs. Binheim surprised Lewis by telling
him that the price for room and boafd now was an additional fifty
cents a month, he was very much upset. He used every argument to
persuade her to stick to the original price, without success, and
relunctantly agreed to pay the additional charge.

(Lewis's attitude toward money can be gleaned from many
situations such as related above which were typical throughout
‘his life. Perhaps it was based on practicality rather than
miserliness. He loved fine clothes and beautiful surroundings.

No matter how much income he would be receiving from the royalties
on his books and lectures, there was no. assurance that the same

- lncome would continue to come in the future. DMoney was to be used
T



with great care).

Once settled in his new quarters, Lewis immediately sat
down to write a long letter to his parents, describing his
adventurous trip. In this letter he also expresses his concern
regarding his mother's health, his father's business and how
his uncle Harry was making out in Coos Bay. He wanted to know
about howAAunt Sarah was getting along with Simcha and about
Solly and Fanny and their new house. Lewis indicated that he
would write separate letters to his sister Becky and to Solly

and Rabbi Wise.
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CHAPTER IV

- LEWIS'S POOR PERFORMANCE AT HUC
REDEEMS SELF BY "BREAKING INTO BIG PRINT"

Lewis Browne started with poor grades at'Hebrew Union
College and despite warnings from the faculty that unless his
perfofmance improved, the monthly loan from the College that
helped pay ﬁis_tuition would be discontinued. Lewis improved
Just to the extent'that the loan would remain. The énly academic
interest he had was in ﬁhé_history courses, where he excelled.

He explained his dismal performance in the religlious courses to the
students and faculty by stéting-that he was going to.become a
writer; since he had never published anything, sly Jjokes were

made about Lewls, "the-would.be author.” 4

There was a great deal that Lewls was writing but ail the
material sent to magazines had been rejected. The only writing
‘that had received any notice was his early essay on "Lincoln"
for the Lin@oln'Memorial Society contest while he was in high

" school, and even thét won only seccnd prizé. Just when his
rebutation amonglthe students and faculty was at 1ts lowest ebb,
hlis eyes gazed upon a story in thé press. The article_eprsed

‘that in the book of instructions for the medical advisdry
board there was'this statement as to what they should be aware of
‘when examining men for the draft: |

"The foreign born, especially the Jews, are
more apt to malinger than the native born."

Lewls was very disturbed. Thls was an official statement of
the war depértment, a part of our government., and printed in an

_official book that was distributed to hundra2ds ot draft boards.
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His fdthef Avrum had told him stories about how Jews in Russia
would starve or even wound phemselves to avoid serving in the
armies, but the justification was that in Russia the Jew seldom
survived the harsh treatment received in the army. |

It was not enough for Lewils that the instruction about the
Jew‘was brought to the attention of President.Woodrow'Wilson and
Wilson had directed 1its elimination from the book. To Lewis,
the statement that Jews would be likely to malinger about their health
had been made and must be challengéd.

Lewis began to write hils first article to be published.
His thesis was that Jews were in fact more loyal to this country
than the Christians. He argued that recently =~ arrived Jews had
a tendency to fake 1llness to avoid the military draft, but
their action was only temporary and had a rational explanation.
- They feard they would receive the.same inhuman treatment in the
service as they would in the lands théy had come from.  When they
lose this fear, they even volunteer for service. {

The words for the article did not just gush 6ut of his head.
Everything that Lewis wrote for pgblication was done laboriousiy?
requiring many revisions. After many re-writings, Lewls was
satisfled with the style and content.- He typed the final draft
and contemplated sending it to "The Outlook™, a very popular

merit.
magazlne, byt without great literary Ready to mail the article,

Lewis had second thoughts. He tore open the envelope and started
to make several new revisions.

At first he was going to forget about the article. Re—feéding
what he had written, he thought that much of it had great merit

and revised it agaln. Never mind that there was no time now for

Lewis to Prepare for hils Greek examination. With this new final
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draft Lewls decided to take a great gamble and to send the

article to the North American Review,_a magazine of the highest

literary merit. "Why not start at the top and work your way
'down instead of vice-versa?" he wrote to one of his friends.
In the likely event that the article would be rejected,
Lewis planned to sénd "the-artlicle toithe Forum, then down the ladder %o

the Review of Reviews, then' to The Outlook !

A week went by after the mailing'and no word from the

North Américan Review. Lewis became somewhat hopeful. Articles

of no possible merit were rejected immediately. Those of 1nteresp
went through a regular mili,'passing from one assitant editor
toranothér until it reached the editor for the final decision.
Then again, 1t was wise not to be too hopeful since some articles
were Just_thrown in the waste basket, especially from unkown
authors.

For two weeks, Lewis would rush dally to his college
mail box, anxlously awalting a letter from the magaziﬁe, Finally,
Lewls wrote a letter to the editor requesting the return of his
article. He waited several days without a reply. He sent a second
letter. That very day a small enéelope.arrived from the magazine!

It was too small to contain the article. "They must have
destroyed my articié and have sent me an apology," went through
his mind. In great despalr, he opened the envelope and read the
létter:

"Lewis P. Brown, Esq.
Hebrew Union College
Cincinnati, Ohilo.

My dear Sir:

We are glad to accept for the REVIEW your
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article entitled "The Jewish Slacker", and while
we canncot as yet tell you in which issue it will
appear, we shall hope to give 1t a very early
publicatlon, probably in the July issue.

The regular rate of the REVIEW, as yoh doubtless

know, 1s flve dollars a printed page, and we pay
on publication.

Will you kindly send us some blographical material
_for use on the forepart of our " magazlne 1n the
list of contributors. :
We are,
Very truly yours,
THE EDITORS"
Lewls was too shocked to feel any emotion. Héjbead and
re-read the 1etter,'certain that 1t was addressed to.a stranger
It was difficult for Lewls to believe that he would now be listed
‘.mas & contributor with the eminent men of letters whowrote. articles
for the Review. The material he sent to the magazine about himself
was simply stated: he sald that he was studying for the rabbiﬁate
at Hebrew Union College and also attending the University of
Cineinnati. He was careful to point.out that even though he was
undér draft age, he had tried to enlist but had not been‘able to
pass the physical exam. This last plece of information was important
in that Lewis was trying to refute the statement about the "Jewish
Slacker" in his article.
When the article was accepted Lewls was only 19, making
him the youngest contributor that the REVIEW had ever putlished. The
news about the article spfead rapidly over the college and the
university. It was met with great enthusiasm znd man; came t~ Lewis
- to congratulate and shake his hand, including the professors who had

recently admonished Lewis for his poor academic performance. Only

four other Jews had contributed to the North American Reviey, Zangwill,

Lord Reading (Rufus Isaacs), professor Boaz of Harvard Urilversity and

professor Park in the English departmeht at the college.
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'_'Tﬁis greéf'eGént‘in'Lew1s'S"life was 'just what the doctor
brdepéd';it:cbnﬁinced Lewis that hé was destined to be a writer
and it even, though momentarily; ‘made the rheumatism,uthe  L
 painfu1'ailméht_that was to plague Lewis all his adult life, to
disappear (perhaps it was this painful affliction that determined
Lewls's career as a writer as 1t made him unfit for most other
pursults).

Becoming a celebrity d4id not improve Lewis's grades. He
continued to excel in history and literature but performed at the
lowest level in the theologlcal courses. He was aware that 1t
would be many months before he would be published again (actually

it took several years), but now he longer doubted that he was a

- writer.
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CHAPTER V

LEWIS TERMINATES STUDIES- PUBLISHES ARTICLE-
BECOMES THE 'RELUNCTANT RABBI'

Theological studies at Hébrew Union College becamé unbearable
for Lewis. The glory of having written an article for the North

American‘Reviewbeganto fade in time and hls professors renewed

'their.critidism of his permorménce. Finally, Lewls decided tﬁat

he would not wait until he was ordained, which would confer the
degree of 'doctor' but he would leave with a bachelor's degree

from both Hebrew Union College and the University of Cineinnati.

The degree from Hebrew Union would be sufficient to gét him a
ministry. Though often later'hé.would be adaresséd as 'Dr. Browne',
a degree he did not earn, Lewls would offer no correction, but would
éccept_tﬂé gratuitous appelation. He would say that. it was not
.earned, but well deserved.

Under'ordinary clrcumstances, being unordained and without
recommendations from the college, Lewis would have had great
difficulty finding a pulpit. However, Lewis had good contact with.'
with Rabbi'Stephen S. Wise (187ﬁ-19ﬂ9). Rabbi Wise had risen to
eminence and power in the Jewlsh reformed hierarchy. He was known to ?
Lewis more than merely 5y reputation. The Rabbili had served
at Temple Beth Israel in Portland (1900-1906) where he had been
.also active in welfare issues and as commissioner of child labor
for the State of Oregon.

From Portland, the rabbi went to New York City to establish
the Free Synagogue. He led this institutin urtil his death. The
principles he .established to democratize Judatism were very much 1n

the forefront of Lewisis views. The gulding principles were free
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speech from the pulpit, the opening of the pews to all, regardless
of wealth, and service to the community as well as to the
congrgation. It was natural, with such common ideals, that
Lewis would write to Wise asking for help in finding a pulpilt.
Rabbi Wise helped Lewis obtain his first pulpit as Rabbi
at Temple Israel, Waterbury, Conneticut. The workload as Rabbi
was so heavy at the Temple that there was little free time for
Lewis to puréue his writing. After serving for two yéérs (1923-2H)
Lewls resigned his position and tried to do free lance writlng.
After one yeaf of free lance, Lewis'slfgnds were very low and he
again wrote to Rabbi Wise for assiéféﬁcé'in-finding a pulpit, but
now Lewis could demand more since he was experienced and'had
‘demonstrated thét he could deliver very lively sermons, some of
which had left his congregation aghast. |
The position that was offered through Rabbl Wise was
worth cqnsidering. It was aé a rabbil at a fémple in Newark, New
Jersey. At that time (192H) Newark was a city of a half million
population.with.about £5 thousand Jews. There were many obthodox.
synagogues, one very elaberate éonservative temple, and one
reform temple. In the view. of Leﬁis and Rabbi Wise,ithe rabbl
at the reform synagcogue, Rabbi Stephen Foster, was 'a horrible
conservative in his political views'. Lewis wrote to his.parents
~ that Rabbi Stephen Fosters large congregation was "made up
exclusively of rich cld German ladies and the intellectuals won't
g0 near his temple."
Rabbi Wise had little influence at Rabbi Fostér's temple.
It was not there that the position was offered. Four years'earlier,

Rabbi Wise had become a very active Zionist and 'was angered
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. at the anti Zionist expressions in thelreform Jewish temples
Stephen Foster s reform temple, being so close to New York City,
was particularly irritating Wise had gone to Newark and
organized the Free Synagogue on his New York model. Rabbi

Sidney Goldstein was put 1in charge and Rabbi Wise would come from
New York once a month'to preach. The Free Synagogue had attracted
a respectable number of members in its first year, but from then
on, it had gone downhill..

Thus, at the time Lewils was seeking his second rabbinate,
the situation at the temple had become desperate and the
congregation was seeking everywhere for a rabbi that could
‘encourage mofe .membepshfps“. Several candidates were_brought in
‘but after to congregation had listened to their trial sermon,
each was rejected. Then Rabbl Wise wrote to Lewis asking him to
preacﬁ,a guest sermon to the congregation.

Lewls accepted the invitation. The sermon compietely
won over the congregation and now it was only a matter of coming
to terms with Lewis for the position. Ae much as Lewls was anxlous
to become the congregation's rabbi, he did not want to repeat the
mistakes at his first pﬁlpit which had left hih no time to write.
He made four demands as conditions for accepting the position:

1. Complete freedon to say what he pleased in and
out of the pulpit.
2. A salary of $6000 (the position offer was $3500)
3. Only one service a week except during holidays
4, A paid superintendent to supervise the Sunday school
teachers.
Of course these demands were structured to give Lewis free

time to pursue his literary ambitions. The congregation, and even

Rabbi Wise who had been asked to intervene in the negotisations, were
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shocked by the demands. In no uncertain terms, Rabhl Wise
admonished Lewls for being so mercenary, although he did not use
that word. A demand of six thousand dollabs was scandalous for

a struggling congregation. Bﬁt Lewis was adamant, the congregation
desperate. .

Rabbl Wise's disappfoval of Lewis's demand of $6000 a yeaf
was not only because he felt that'thelsmall congregation could not
afford to pay such an amount, but alsb because he wanted his
assoclates to have low wages to continue to be "beholden" to him.
Even Rabbl Goldstine, who had started at $900 a year, was now after
seventeen years of experience, only earning the sum that Lewls was
demanding. Most of the "branch Rabbi's" were receliving $4000 or.-
‘less. When Lewis had started his first pulpit at $4000 in
Waperbury,'wise'believed that it was excegnlve, and had informed
the éongregaﬁionthat they were paying too much.

Lewls dild not pick the 'scandalous' demand of $6000 for his
‘services to a struggling temple out of a hat. When he orginally
discussed the position with Rabbl Wise, yearly salary was not
discussed. Later, in making inquiries, a friend of Lewis who was
-a rabbi In Elizabeth, New Jerseye told Lewls that he had good
informaticon that.the Newark congregation was prepared to pay
a yearly sum of $6000 for a rabbi. Latef, Lewis learned that this
'friend' was himself ° applying for the position and had offered to
accept it at $4,500, the actual amount the congregation was
prepared to pay. The 'friend'_had Inflated 'the amount hoping
that Lewis would ask for such an amount and be rejected.

Aftér hearing Lewis give his guest lecture, the congregation
was so enthused, that they would have paid any sum remotely within

their means. Lewis was a brilliant lecturer. However, Rabbi
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Wise was terribly chagrined and insisted that a conference be
held between'h;mself, Lewls and the Council. The Council was
composed of several Rabbis who were associated with the Free
Synagogue movement and acted as a quasi governmental body.

The conference began with Rabbi Wise telling Lewls how
delighted he was that Lewls had accepted the call, but then
went on to describe the sad financlal condition of the congregatlon.
It was newly organiied and had ndthing but a few thousand
dollars in the bank on}y as the result of a fortunate real
estate deal; Three yearé ago, Wise related, the congregation
had purchased a site for a temple, and then realizing~tﬁati-
they were not ready to build, sold the site at a profit of about
ten thousand dollars. Wise felt that this money should not
be touched for currént expenses, and although there was a
good number of members, most of them paid only $2 or $5 a year,
so that therannual income from membership dues was only $2000
a year.

It seems that the membership was taking the name "Free
Synagogue" too literally, thought Lewils. The "Free" was
intended to mean 'very liberal'. The members could well afford
to pay at least. $100 a yeér, and this was the problem in all the
Free Sjmagogues. |

Rabbl Wise talked on in his most impressive manner for a
full half ﬁour, and then ended up with:

"So, Lewls, I think 1f the Newark congregatlion takes my
advice- and of course 1t dees not have to, though it probably will,
they will offer you $4000 to begin with. Well, what do you say?"

Lewlis had been listening silently all the while, and w|hen
Wise asked the question, he firmly sald "No!" He could see that
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his mentor was angry. Rabbil Wise'was‘$6uac¢u3tomed‘in“héving"
his way, that it came as a shoqk.tp1h£vélone'bf his chérgés
oppose him. Lewls appreciated wifh‘ﬁhoﬁ:he was dealing. Wise,
like every other czar, would intimidate anyone the moheﬁﬁ he
discovered that the other person feared him. Lewls refused.!
to become terrified. N

Rabbi Wise dilsguised his anger and softly asked Lewls how much
did he expect. Lewls answered by saylng that the gentlemeﬁ
sitting around him who represented the Newark temple knew and
had accepted, namely-$6000 a year, and here Lewis added,"To
begin with!"

"No, no, Lewis-;e will forget all that was said before!

The congregation was too enthusiastic when they agreed to that
demand. I know their fiﬂéﬁces and what they can afford better
than they do themselves." |

"Perhaps you do, Dr. Wise," Lewis answered most respecfully,
"but after all, if they contract.for a certain salary, they and
not you will have to pay 1t. I think it is their business.”

"Yes, yes," Wise hurriedly agreed,"but it isn't right and
dignified for you as a rabbi .to say for so much you'll go, and
for no less.”

*No doubt you are right, Dr. Wise. Nevertheless, I know that

.I cannot live and put away a little for the future, unless I get
$6000."

"Then let me tell you frankly," Wise began in his harsh tone
that usually made his listener fear-struck,"If I were these
gentlemen , I wouldn't take you!"

Lewls could see that Wise was playling his trump card, and was
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ready to play hls own. He rose slowly to his feet as though
he was ready to leave and said:quietly,“l'm afraid that you do

not know the situation. I never asked them to take me. They asked

if T would please take themi"

| :Df. Wiée;'béing wise; realized that he had lost the little
game and In a gentle volce began, "Yes, yes, I understand that
perfectly. I know that you are just the man for ﬁhem. But
what I object to is your business way of saying $6000 and.no
less. The proper thing for you to do as a rabbi is to leave it
to the Board. Just trust them to give you what they can afford.”

Lewis realized the wisdom of Dr. Wise's statement. He
knew that he must allow him to save face and dignity. He
diplomatically said, "Oh, if that's all you object to, I qulckly
surrender. They can pay me whatever they can afford. But, if
1t's less than $6000, I shall be compelled to spend part of ﬁy 
time lecturing through the country."

It was a telling response since what the congregation needed
was a rabbl who was on the job all the time, making friends who
would become members and encouraging donations. So, Dr. Wise was
satisfied, the Newark congregation was satisfied and Lewis was
satisfied. Dr. Wise congfatulated Lewis and now all were busy .
with plans for the formal installation, which was to be a big affair.

The confrontaion with Dr. Wise was the beginning éf the
ldeologlical separation of Wise and Lewis Browne. Rabbi Stephen
S. Wise was a very significant figure in the liberal Judaic
movement, very much involved with socialist ideals and Zionism.
Lewis Browne was developing more into a radical concerned with

human rights of Jews and non jews.
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CHAPTER VI

LEWIS'S RADICALISM=-
HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD MONEY

Lewis Browne embarked on a rabbinical career not because
of a desire to serve the Jewlsh faith, but rather to have the
gconomlce free¢om to pursue a literary career as a writer. His
father, during Lewis's college days, was struggling in his
business (the country was in a recession). All the children, wilth
the notable exception df Bessle in London, were requiring some
assistance. There was little left to pay for Lewis's tultion and
room and board.

Besides the small sum that Lewls received from his parents,
“Hébrew Union College was loaning him $100 a month, to be repaid
after graduation. Additionally, he ™borrowed' sums from time
to time from Jonah S. Wise in Portland, and a substantlal sum
from Bessie and her husband Joe. Records show that perhaps only
the college was fully repaid in full, and that was only after
many requeéts by thé éollege and several years after Lewis had
gstarted to wofk. N
When money is hard to come by, it usually becomes an end
rather than a means to a éood life. But, with Lewis, 1t was a means
for freedom to write. Only if he could save some money could he
afford to leave the rabbinate and devote all his time to writlng.
Even after he became a successful writer, there was no assurance
that his success would continue and money remained a disturbing
matter to him.
Naturally, considering himself a poor intellectual, the promise

of socialism to provide for all, lured Lewis to its ranks. Closely
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with socialism,.but not exclusively, is the struggle for human_‘f”f:
freedom. It is no wonder then that Lewis would admife=and becqﬁef?EA'
a close friend and sympathizer with the French intellectual;I .
Romain Rolland.

Lewis Browne was supporting radicals even when he held his
first pulpit at Temple‘Israel in Waterbury, Connecticut. His
sermons attracted Jews as well as Qentiles. Hls defense of a
radical who had tried to read the Declaration of Independence
at a public meeting in Waferburyembarrassed the congregation
because they felt that the Gentiles would become hostile to them.
When Lewls resigned from Temple'Israel, he described the farewell
dinner at the temple:"...my tearful--~but apparently highly
relieved--congregation presented me with é portable typewriter.
It was an appropriate even though none tdo‘tactful gift."

Romaln Rolland was a great frénch literary filgure at the
time Lewls became fascinated with his work. He was abouf 30 years
Lewls's senlor and as éarly as 1915 had won the Nobel Prize in
literature. Romaln was greatly influenced by the writings of
Tolstoy and Spinoza, which _swayed ' him to lose his religious
faith and become involved in the great social and political 1ssues
of his era- anti-semitism in the French army (the Dreyfus affair),
pacifi§m, Communism and the fight against Fasciam. Lewis not only
had a great deal of correspondence with him but also with the
other noted men that Romain was corresponding'with,‘including
Albert Einsteln, Bertrand.Russell and Rabindranath Tagore. Lewis
was even to later write a biography of Spinoza.

After meeting Gorkyrin Moscow 1n 1935, Romain became established

as the leading intellectual of the left. Hls greatest work was
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Jean Christophe. Rolland develops in thls book a theory that

there is a "harmony of opposites”. A young Frenchman and a young
Germén become friends, as a symbol that nations could do the same.
He also founded the international review "Europe" to promote the
concept. - B - R
| Outside of corresponding with leading radical intellectuals,
nothing insplirational seemed to come forth for Lewis during the
first or second rabbinicél perlicd. Lewls hegan to:despair about
being published until a. chance event brought him in conﬁact
with Sinclalr Lewls who was temporarily residing in a nearby
town. A deép intellectual friendship developed between them that
would continue for many years, despite the vast differences in
their personalities. It seems to prove Romlands' theory of the
"harmony of opposites. |
Lewis Browne, a Jewish Rabbil, being perhaps the best friend
of Sinclair Lewis, a giant Gentile literary figure. What they had
”'in common was a deslre to reform the world except that Lewis was
full of hoﬁe and Sinclair full of pessimism. They needed each othér.

At the time of their meeting, Sinclair's book, Main Street,

had been published and established Sinclair's literary reputation.

His articles in the Saturday Evening Post and Cosmopolitan

magazines had also won acclalm. A few years later (1930), Sinclair

received the Nobel Prize in literature, the first American to be
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Sinclair was attacking in Main Street the shallow values of

-~ Midwesterners, while Lewis Browne was attacking the myopia of
religious fundamentalists who believed that they alone had the

~— true religion. Sinclair was himself raised 4n 3 midwestern city

(Sauk City, Minnesota). He went to Yale University to graduate
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in the clasg of 1907. At Yale, located in the sophisticated
eastern part of the United States (New Haven, Connecticut), witﬁ
a very cosmopolitan and intellectual faculty, evérythihg that‘
Sinclair had experienced in his birth place seemed archaic.

In his book Main Street Sinclair describes his birth

blace (giving 1t the fictitious name Gopher Prarie, Minnesota)
through_the eyes of Carol Kennicott. She is an Eastern girl
who marries a doctor from the middle weét and they settle in
Gopher Prarie. |

Carol experiences the great dullness and provincialism
‘'of 1life 1n Gopher Prarie and attempts to introduce some cultural
activity. The townsﬁeople can't care less and cohtinue in their
narrow mode of life. The book not only satirized the people of
Gropher Prarie, but alsoc the pseudo intellectuals who despised thém.

The book won fame for 1tsracute observation of 1life In
the midwest and for its realistic rendering of lpcal speech and custom
Two years later ,.Sinclair added to;bis literary stature with
| the publication of Babbitt, a study of how one man's individuality
is destroyed by Rotary clubs, busines§ deals and peer pressure to
conform. The word 'Babbitt" became a ﬁord of general usage to
describe the type of middle aged.businessman who only sees the
world through myoplc eyes.

Sinclair admired Lewls's arde radicalism, particularily
because it came frbm an unusual source - a member of the cloth. Sineclai
was attacking society from the safe vantage point of litefature,
but Lewils Browne was teking on the whole world. He had gone off
to tramp with migratory workers, labor in lumber camps and steel
mills and defend the radical's right to free speech.

EXpre$sing his feelings about Lewis Browne, Sinclalr wrote:




" He gives one pleasure of watching a brain fpee from
prejudices and fanaticism yet warm with humanitarism,
hard and athletic from many studies, yet allve in the
galities, the absurdities, the lovable commoness of dailly
iife.....I desire to take oath that I, who have no
drop of Jewish blood, who was reared a Protestant,
who have known many brands of parscns, from Catholic
bishops to Lady Christian Scilence readers preaching in
bare halls, have met but two other Ministers of God
who so nobly and so winsomely present the splpit of
religion as does Rabbl Browne... He brings to the
consideration of 1life a fresh individuality which
flashes out from his lips to the solace of a land
beleagured by immensley competent and immenseily
depressing medioccrity".

Perhaps these words were intended as a blurb to promote the
highly succesful joint lecture tours that Lewls and Sinclair
engaged in around the country, but there is little question
that Lewis Browne had many admirers in the Christian world,
particularly among intellectuals. Lewls Browne's theology
appealed to the intellect. He did hot chide the believéfs abdut
the absurdities in thelr beliefs, but rather to tell them how
they came to believe as they do. It would be counter productive
for him to have saild directly that the Christian belief in the
immaculate conception, the resurrection of the crucified one
from death and His post-mortem feats on earth, were just nonsense.
Neither did he ridicule the Jews who believe that the miracles
described in the Torah are true because they came from God.

“"What he simply did, as a man of intellect anc reason who has
N\ : .
read history, was to show how and why the absurdities developed
and their social significance. Lewis was not in sympathy with
Marx "that religion was the opiate of the people" and should be
abolished. Rather, Lewis belleved that religion, properly understood,

was an Important humanizing force for mankingd.




Howe%ef‘powerful great‘literary men appear to be from

their highly perceptive wrlitlngs, they seem to be very weak in
personal lives. When Pauline and I met Sinclair Lewis in 1937,
Sinclair and Lewls Browne were on a joint lecture tour. Sinclair's
reputation rather than his appearance was drawing a large audlence..
His excessive drinking had caused his face to became gaunt, sallow
and full of pock marks. Hls two marriages, the second to Dorothy |
Thompson, the celebrated political columnist, had ended in divorce,

and his latest book, It Can't Happen Here (1937) dramatizing the

possibilities of a fascist takeover in the United States, was
inferior to his other works.

Lewlis Browne had arranged that we would meet with Sinclair
at HEnrici;s, a famous restaurant in Chicago with marble tables
and gleaming glass chandeliers from the richness of the 90's. The
time was at 3 in the afternoon, a perfect time for English tea and
great conversation. Furthurmore,. Henrici's had a special memory
for me. It was where I had taken Pauline on our first date and
spent a whole week's allowance on the chicken dinner.

We were bBriefed by Lewis that Sinclair, although a man of wealth
from his literary efforts, was very tight with money; This information
only increased our éuriosity and expectations. We had read all

' Qf Sinclair's novels. Besides those already mentioned,‘there were

Arrowsmith (1925), a satiric study of the medical profession and its

conflicts with scientific ideals, Elmer Gantry (1927), an attack

on the lgnorant, money seeklng preachers that had crept into the
Protestant Church, and Dodsworth (1929), which contrasted American
and European values.

Sinclair came into Henrici's at the appointed hour. We waved

to him, recognizing his tall figure, the marked face and hls sparse
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red hair. He seated himself at our table, appearing very detached.
Even though we had anticilpated a worn appearance, 1t was still a
shock.to see what his drinking had done to his features. It was like
the worst case of small pox. The hoped for literary conversation
turned into a monologue on our part. Our celebrity was very

nervous and smoked with such haste as 1f he.was trying to swallow
his cigarette. But never mind, we were stili having tea with a

Nobel Laureate in literature.

Finally, we finished our tea and the little sandwiches.

The walter place the check ($3.45) in front of Sinclair. Sinclair
knew from Lewls that Paulline and I were recently_married, that I

was 1n Law school and that we were supporting ourselves on.Pauline's
earnings froh her social work Job. Despite this knowledge about

our limited finances and the relatively small amount of the blll,
Sinclair proposed that we flip a coin to see who would pay “the bill.

He was deadly serious. I would not have been more'surprised

if he had said that I would have to win two out of three tosses
since there was two of us that had tea to his one (although he ate
more than half of the little sandwiches). I sald that I would gladly
pay the bill without flipping a coin. I sensed a flash of relief |
on Sinclair's face, and he qulckly handed me the bili. It 1s events

such as thls that give one something to remember.




CHAPTER VII
"NOT DEFROCKED BUT UNSUITED"
LEWIS BROWNE"S FULL DEVOTION TO A LITERARY CAREER.

Lewis Browne often remarked to:his audiénce on his lecture
tours that he had left the rabbinate because he was "not defrocked
but unsuited." He was unsuited not only because he had chosen the
rabbinate as a means to é literary éaréer, but also because he
could not accept any religious notion that its teachlng came from
a God and thus it was the only true religion. On the 6ther hand
he accepted the fact that man had an inherent need for supernatural
beliefs. Lewls was determined that these beliefs should not be used
for destructivé purposes, nor should they be based on ignorance.

He sympathized with the Zionlst efforts to create a Jewish
homeland in Palestine even though he envisioned the day when there
would be no borders and everyone would be a citizen of the world,
free to settle anywhere and live under international law. But
contrary to the Zionist,'he hoped that the Jewish homeland would be
a secular and not awstate that would be bowed down by réeligious myths.
Antl semltism had continued for two thousand years. Perhaps a
homeland wouid'afford a safe haééﬁ foer the wandering Jew.

In 1914, Palestine was under the rule of the Ottoman Empire
at a period when the Empire's power and ability to govern had
started to deteriorate. It was only sparsely populated, with a
few Jewish settlements and a . : .~ number of poor Arabs.
It was very difficult to eke out more than a mere subsistence from an
arid land that once had been fertile. It was also a time of the first
World War and the Turks had chosen to ally themselves with Germany,

which of course turned out toc be a poor dhoice., .Britain wanted
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Palestine-aé a war booty . because of 1ts proximity to
the Suez Canal and the Persian Gulf. It got its desire under
a Léagﬁé'éf Nations Mandate.
The desire by Jews for a Jewlsh homeland had started as
eariy as 1895, when.Theodore'Herzl, the founder of the Zionist
movement, began trying to influence British politieians. Therel
even had been two widely read books, Benjamin Disraeli's Tancred (1847),

and George Eliot's Daniel Deronda(1876), which looked forward to

the resurrection of a Jewish state. Weilzmann had discussed the
concept with Balfour as early as 1905.

The wish became a probability by the Balfour Declaration in
1917, a statement made by Arthur Balfour, the Britlish Foreign
Secretary. - It was a statement of support for "the establishment in
Palestine of a natlonal home for the Jewish people", but further |
stating that "nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil
and reiigious rights of existing non-Jewish communities 1n Palestine."
" The D9013P3F1°n'was short of the Zionists aim.

But even getting the Declaration to go as far as it did was
not achieved without a greaf strugéie, There was only one Jew in
the Britlsh cabinet, Edwin Montague, when the debate on the Balfour
declaratlion was taking place. Edwin was not sympathetic with the _
Zionists aims. Like many of the Eﬁglish Jews who had risen to wealth
and power, he had assimilated into the Christian society. 1In
conversation with his peers, he had even stated that "anti-semitism"
could be héld by rational men. He also held the firm view, shared
by many, including some Jews, that no Zionist could be a patriotic

citizen of his native land.
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If ény one Jew 1s to get credit for the achievement of the
Jewish'homeland, i1t would be Chaim WeizZmann (1874-1852), the first
president of Israel. Born in Russia of humble parents, nevertheless
he . and the othér children of the family, were able to
feceive advanced education beyond Jewish orthodox schooling. All
the children of the famlly, with one exception, became scientists,
.physicians, engineers, dentists, and professors.

Chaim obtained a PH. D. magna cum laude in Chemlstry at the
University of'Fribourg, Switzerland. After some teaching at the
University of'Geneva,he settled in England in 1904. He came to
prominence in 1916 by helping the war effort. The British munitions
industry-was.in great need of acetone and Chalm devised a method
of extracting acetone (a solvent) from maize.'This achieﬁement
helped in the debate on the Balfour Declaration.

-There were, here and there, Zionisﬁ ahtagonists to Chalm.

One of the more serious was Chaim's support of the recommendation
of a British ©royal ingqulry commission (1937) to divide Palestlne
into Jewish and Arab areas on the ground that "a half of a loaf
was better than none". Another, was his determinate efforts to get
the formatlion of a Jewish Brlgade group in the British army during
World War II. |

When Israel was created 1n 1948, Chaim influenced the United
States to recognize the State of Israel and give it a humdred million
dollar loan. Despite this feat, he was continually attacked by Zlonlsts
~who did not like his pro British attttude (he had denounced the
attacks on the British forces in Palestilne in 1945 on moral grounds)
-and ousted as president of the world Zionist (1945). However, when he
died inrl952 at Rehovot, Israel, there were 250,000 mourners, and

hundreds of thousands of visitors make yearly pligrimages to his grave.
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Lewls Brcwne was much more concerned with soclalism than with
Zionism. In his mind, there was no way that either the Jews or
mankind could achieve peace other than by a system that would
distribute the economic‘wealfh qfrthe-WOrld equitably. A state
for the Jews could serve many usefﬁl purposeé-but it could neither
absorb more than a fraction of the Jewish population nor act as
their protector.

.Other than the new acquaintance with Sinclalr Lewils, nothing
was goingﬁright after Lewls Browne héd left the rabbinate. His
savinés were getting depleted and his manuscripts were being
rejected. on top of all this, he was receiving only scorn from
Sinclalr for the pastoral 1life énd socialism,

To counteract Sinclair's contempt for Lewis's activities
other than writing, Lewis wrote a voluminous apologia for
religious and social heresy which he entitled "Godly Mischief".
The manuscript was submitted to one publisher after another and
ihe rejedtions came sO swiftly that he was sure that none of the
publishers had bothered to read more than a few pages. It is
difficult to know what furthur fai;gre would cause Lewis Browne
to forgo his literary ambition. |

There have been writers since hierog]yphics was invented.
Story tellers are known from ancient times, but the explosion in

- the number who have pursﬁed writing came with the invention of the
power printing press which could produce books cheaply for a
growing literate world. It brought writing and publishing into
the market place and the opportunity for the writer to achieve

- class in a society that was becoming more and more classless.

The first American writer to make writing a profitable venture
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was Edgar Allen Poe, a poet and mystery writer. Though not the
originator of the mystery'novel, he contributed so much to 1ts
style that ﬁis wofk may be sald to have sﬁarted the modern
detective novel. Like Sinclair Lewis,'Poé drank heavily and
died at the young age of 40 on October 7, 1949, largely from
the result of alcoholism. Excessive use of alcohol seems to
be the bane of many writers. Of the six American Nobel Prize
winners in literature, three were alcoholics; William Faulkner,
Sinclair Lewis and‘Eugene O' Neil. Two others, Ernest
Hemingway and John Steinbeck, were such hard drinkers that they
could.easily be put in the same category. I have not included
two later Nobel prize winners in literature, Saul Bellow and
Isaac Bashevia Singer, since the jury 1s not yet in on thelr
alcohol. consumption. It may however be assumed with safety
that Isaac Singer drinks heartily at Seders. |

Some say that writers drink to escape reality by a death
wish. 1Certain1y Edgar Allen Poe was deeply into the subject of
death; his tales of death in The PFall of the House of Usher ,
The Masque of the Red Death, The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar

and The Premature Burial, clearly indicate his obsession. Hemlngway

could not wait to die from alcoholism: In July, 1961, a few days
short of his.62nd birthday, he put a shotgun to his head and_
shot himself. Even humorists, such as Robert Benchley, had to
keep himself 1n a drunken stupor to avoid reality, and when a
friend warned him that excessive drink was slow poison, Benchley

filled his glass again, saying,"That's all right, Ican wait."




CHAPTER VIII

BEYOND ALL EXPECTATIONS-
LEWIS BROWNE'S FIRST BOOK

STRANGER THAN FICTION, a history of the Jews that catapulted

Lewls Browne to literary fame and a modest - fortune, was not
written immediately after Lewils left the rabbinate to devote
himself complgtely-to writng. Many literary attempts were made
that could not fiﬁd a publisher.
' Leaving the temple at Newark, Lewis took the first train

to New York ahd rented a garret in Greewich Village, an area
populated by both successful and struggling artists. In between
-wrifing:unaccepted novels, he submitted articles to the Nation and
the New Regublic; magazines of the intelléctual left. These two
'magaZines were respectable but poor and bnly able to pay a few
dollars for an article. More radical and even poorer, was the
NEW MASSES magasine.

To earn some real monej, Lewls had to invade the domain of
the capitalists, something he did with greét relunctance until
he became, with fame and money, a member of the establishment. He
wrote feature articles for the Hearst newspapers, notorious for
being anti-socialist, antiécommunist and énti—labor. Lewis
rationalized that he had to first survive if he was going to
reform and wasn't it 1ronic that his survival would be supported
by those whom he would later attack.

Unfortunasely, there weren't enough requests from the Hearst
papers and the few lecture engagements did not pay much. By the
summer of 1924, Lewis's funds were very low. He went back

to his parents home in Portland where he could get free room znd
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board. There he worked hard, often fourteen hours a day, on a

long, autobiographical novei. When it was finished, he took the
manuséript to New York, and once agaln he began to make the rounds
of the publishers. Again, as with his other major writing attempts,
the manuscrlpt was rejected as not sultable for ﬁubiicaﬁion- it
would not sell, in the opinion of the publishers.

Lewls felt hopeless now. He wondered whether he was only fit
to write short articles. 1In désperation, hé decided to make one
final attempt. He had 1ong'cherished‘the thought of writing a
. popular history of his own people, ﬁhé Jews, and though he was
warned by his literary friends that such a book.would never sell,
he set to work on it.

Fleeing New York to escape its high rént and many distractions,.
.Lewis rented a small house in the quiet town of Westport, Connecticut,
with funds borrowed from family members. For eleven months on
end, he spent five hours on research and five hours on writing.
Occasionally, he would visit with either Hendrik Van Loon or Van
Wyck Brooks, two est’ab‘lishéd authors who were within bicyeling dlstance.

Hendrik and Van Wyck played an important role in influencing
the directlon of Lewls's writing. Van Wyck Brooks (1886-1963), a
critic, biographer and litérary historian shared with Lewls a
criticism of American society. Brooks criticised the country for its
}ack of Interest in writers, and blamed America's cultural
shortcomings on its Puritan heritage. His major work, the five
voiume Finders and Makers:series, which traces U.S. literary hlstory
from 1800 to 1915, was not written udtil 1936, but in 1924 he had

already published Important work, including the Qrdeal of Mark Twain.

The book about Mark Twain caused great controversy; it tried
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| | ‘to show that Mark Twain had criﬁpled his genius for the sake of
’é, o his_puri;an upbringing. The fact that Van Wyck Brooks was able
' to deai with the confroversy_encouragéa Léﬁisﬁto tell the history
of the Jews as truthfully as he knew how, without fear that he
o would raise the ire of those who only wanted to hear glorious stories
about the;r origin., Lewls was also encouraged by the success of
Hendrik Willem Van Loon's books which were very popular histories
C with many hand drawn 1llustrations. Lewis decided to also illustrate
his boock in a similar fashion. Later we shall see that other
11lustrations catapulted Lewis into a major law sult with a then
© unknown artist who was ﬁo later achleve great fame, particularly

after his death.

Lewis's book, which he titled Stranger than Fiction, was

C finished and given to an agent. Lewls was now nearly penniless,.
'having only fourteen dollars left to live on. He contemplated
on'going back to the ministry, when he 1earned the Macmillan ~ “mpany,

c | the first publisherIWho héd been offered the book, agreed to publish

it.

The book was a sensational success, a success heretofore

< unknown for a book on religious history. Published in March, 1925,
it was reprinted June, September, December, 1925; March, October,
November, 1926; February, June, October, 1927; February, October, 1928;
C

Marech, 1929; April, 1930; Movember, 1931; and on and on 6K Today, some

sixty years after its first publication, the bookis still in print.
eaf:

What Stranger than Fiction is about is told in the flyl

C
npHIS IS THE STORY OF THE JEW, THAT STRANGE MAN WHO WILL NOT DIE

dered
Through thirty and more centuries he has wan
aboutgon earth, despised and rejected, bruised and
beaten, yet all the time wandering on.
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He has seen far-flung empires crack and crumble,
and mighty peoples dwindle to naught. Egyptian, Canaantte,
and Philistine; Assyrian, Chaldean, and Persian; Greek,
Roman and Saracen; all these and more have marched over
him in pride. With their Kings and priests, their tyrants
and princelings, they have marched over him in valnglorious
pride- only to fall and die by the roadside.

But he, the Jew, stlll lives on. Obstinately he fights
off Time and Man, pressing along on his own path, keeping
his own counsel, cherishing his own dreams, living his own
life in hls own way.

A strange man he has been, and a strange man he remalns-

and a stranger story than that of his life no tongue has ever
recounted....."

Stranger than Plction appealed to many Jews and non-

Jews.'It told with with great clarlty and spirited style a
hlstory that spanned several centuries in abadut 300 pages.
History books, particularly those ofreligjoushistory, had
been a result of tedious scholarship and even more tedious
reading. Now, there was a writer who would synthesize
hundreds ‘of years of events, select the significant threads;
and tell it all in an ekciting, li*»rary manner. No wonder
the book received such acclaim.

The genius of the book, as well as that in Lewis's later
works, 1s the ability to separate fact from fiction. This
is_gspecially difficult since even eye wiltnesses have been
known, either 1nnocehtly or by design, to glve false Information
about what was observed..Imagine trying td reconstruct
events from the writing of scribes who ret'ate events that
occurred many years earlier, and based mostly on testimony
that has been passed from generation to generation.

The chapters on Joshua of Nazareth in Stranger than

Fiction were exceptionally difficult, but it 1s here that
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Lewls brings new insight into a part of history that greatly
affected the shape of human eveﬁts and was the percusor of anti-
semitism that would haunt the Jews through the centuries.

Jewish writers teni’ to.avoid any reference to Joshua of
Nazareth for fear it would offend the Christian world. Rabbl's
remain silent for the same reason and alsoc because some degm it
a sin to do so. Lewis dared not only to write about Joshua, but
raised the interesting,question as to whether the Pharlsees, the
strict Jews, were wlse to cast out the followers of Joshua. The
Jews could have had the world. Let us see the story of Joshua
of Nazareth according to Lewis Browne: _ ;

| (Lewis Browﬁe, Stranger Than Fiction, pgs.l139-144)
"He (Joshua of Nazareth, called Jesus Christ, which is the

Greek for Joshua the Messlah), had no new gospel to bring
the people, but only sought to have them understand and

love that which long had been brought to them..... that

God was a loving Father who would forgive them all if they
but repented....... . they should love one another....even
thelir enemies............

And that was a day when not love but hate was sovereign
among men. The Romans crucified the Zealots, the Zealots
murdered the Sadducees, the Saducees loathed the Pharisees;
and all of them together despiszd the wretched folk in the
slums of towns and on the farms in the land........

Especially to the cowed and broken, to the poor and
unlearned, he came with that word of love.....

And they belleved him. Desiring to believe, thirsting
for the certainty that they too might enter the World to
Come, the souls of the lowly went out to this Joshua....

fese e And when after ministering three years in Galilee,
the prophet went down to keep Passover in Jerusalem, his
fame preceded him and he was greeted there by ecstatic:
mobs as the awalted Deliverer.

But his triumphal entry into Jerusalem proved young Joshua's
undoing. The Sadducees, whom he had flaunted the very first
fay, were feverishly busy, plotting agalnst him. He had
driven their money changersout of the Temple courts... He
tried to escape beyond the city walls, but he was pursued,
betrayed, and taken prisoner to the house of a high priest.
There, hastily, he was tried by a court of priests and found
guilty - though of what crime we cannot now tell....

From the high priest's house he was. taken to the palace
of the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, Again he was questioned,
this time b the governor alone. And then abruptly he was
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sentenced to die.....(Pilate) seems to have thought him but
~another'mad young patriot, a rebel against Rome............
'The Jerusalem mob soon forgot the young man....because other
'-i;_iiizgers, perhaps many others, came after . +-and were also

But among the fisherman and peasants of Galilee there was no
forgetting him........ They were utterly desolated. For if the
Romans had been able to kill this Messiah, then he could not
have been the real Messiah after all........

' Ceseseann They could not even believe he was dead........ It
was said the body of the the Master was no longer in the tomb
where it had been buried. On the third day it had disappeared,

- o the rumor went. The body had gone up to heaven-straight .-
up to God. People had seen it go up. Solemnly they swore they
had seen it ascend into heaven...... A _ .

And thus was born a strange and obscure sect called the
Nazarenes. Its members. were all Jews...They believed that the
Messiah had already come, and that he was now in heaven watching
over them with tender but troubled eyes. If they lived the life:
he had commanded them, if they loved one another and shared their
wealth and held no slaves in bondage, and put away all lust and
vain desire, then he would be able to return to them...(and)
usher in the Kingdom of heaven....... '

....... A certain man named Saul or Paul, a Jew of Roman
citigenship, became its champion. He was not like the other
Nazarenes, for he was a man of the world, a person of culture, a
magnificient orator. Nor was his doctrine at all as simple as
theits. He took the one cemntral thought, the belief in the

" Messiah-the Christ as he called him in Greek-who had died on the

. cross; but to it he added many other tHughts gleaned by him in the
market places of Asia Minor and the isles of the sea.

_Even in his day, however, the movement was not yet comnsidered
a new religion, but still esteemed a part of Judaism. And Paul
preached it to the Jews in their synagogues scattered throughout
the Mediterranean lands. Jewish colonies had long been established

in many of these foreign cities, but they were made up in large
part of Gentiles who had been converted to Judaism. Such
conversions had been common everywhere for so many years, that
there were many more Jews outside of Judea than in it. But the
Jerusalem Pharisees looked upon all these new Jewish converts
as only half-Jews. Most of them were uncircumsiged; and they
did keep all the laws set down in the "seforim”, the Holy
Scriptures..............

But Paul was not nearly so strict, so narrow. He treated
rhose converts as his equals, for he claimed that now that the
Messiah had come, all og the old laws were no longer valid. Now
Gentile and Jew were ome, and uncircumsized as well as circumsised
could enter the Kingdom of Heaven- if they but believed in him
who was crucified.

Paul was a shrewd man. He was willing to compromise.

But the Phrisees, the strict Jews, were less shrewd. They
were willing to lose the world rather than annul one jot or
tittle of their law. With them it was all or nothing........

And thus a new religion was born. While the Pharisees in
their self-righteousness hoarded what was, after all, the
religion of Jesus, Paul spread far and wide what became the
religion of the Christ. '

And so did Christianity begin.”
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The writing of STRANGER THAN FICTION was very exhausting.lewls
usually started aﬁ earty daWn;'DUh;byaevéning he had only gone so
far as to have written the title of the book. 1In the ensuing
two years the book was written and re-written four times. Even
on the eve of 1ts publlication, Lewls induced the publisher to
return the manuscript for a fifth re-writing.

A great deal of research went on with the writing. Lewls

describes the room where he worked:

"...Hundreds of volumes crowd the sagging shelves that
range the walls. Scores of other volumes litter the
tables, the chairs, the floor. Encyclopedlas and text books,
and learned monographs are scattered around and among them
all sorts of pamphlets and clippings. They are in many languages,
and they are cluttered with references to other writings in still
other languages. And most of them tell at exhausting length, only
a paragraph, perhaps even but a sentence, of the long story I
would recount." : -

Stranger Than Fiction's success was what dreams are made of.

Lewis Browne had contemplated achleving financial independence even
‘to the extent of marrying a woman solely for her wealth as yeshiva
scholars had done. Now, by his own efforts, he had secured the
independence to be able to devote all his time to writing. With
the advance from his publishers and the large royalties rolling 1in,
he took himself off to forelgn lands to visit for many months the
scenes where religious histofy had taken place.

| And during his explorations and the many months perusing
ancient documents in the libraries, thoughts of a second book beggn.
to be formulated in his head. The next book was to be even a

greater success than Stranger Than Fiction.
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CHAPTER {X
THE MAKING OF THIS BELIEVING WORLD',.

Lewis Browne marvelled at what he saw and heard as he
walked through the ancient cobbled streets of the old city called
Jerusalem. Let us r'¢ad him in his own words:

"And then there is a cry-a strained, eerie, Arab cry........
from the minaret high over some unseen mosque, it comes: a long,
draggineg, intermittent call let loose from lungs strained to

bursting:
Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar!
(translation)
Allah is greatest! Allah is greatest!
I testify there is no God but Allah! :
I testify that Mohammed is the prophet of Allah!. »
Prayer is better than sleep! Prayer is better than sleep.
Allah is greatest! Allah is greatest!
There is no God but Allah!

....Jerusalem sleeps no longer....Here goes a man, lean and
swart, in tasseled black head shawl, brown Arab cloak, and
sandals of worn camel hide. There goes one; bearded, pale, and
bent, in a broad fur shtremel, plum velvet kaftan, and boots made
for Russian snows. Over there goes a third, fat and crafty-eyed,
in a rakish red fez, European suit, and American shoes that are
 new and squeaky.... Here comes a Carmelite monk, all brown and ursine,
with a little brown cap over his tonsure, there goes a Greek priest,
all black and bovine, his oiled locks tight in a top-knot. A little- -
Anglican missionary, his back-buttoned collar large enough to '
swallow his head,stumbles hurriedly down the steps of some hospice.
A Yemenite Jew, shrunken, yellow, and still wet from "nail water,"
slides along as fleeing a ghost. A filthy Arab beggar, his sore
“eyes already thick with flies, beats with his cane as he drags his

naked feet over the Stones................. '
....... There are lights of hatred in those eyes, lights of
hatred or dread or suspicion.....,.That Arab in his robe looks

with loathing on the Armenian in his sack suit; and both look with
disdain on the Jew in shtreimel(yiddish for a tall round fur cap)
and kaftan. The Carmelite monk looks with anger:at the Anglican
missionary; and both look with contempt on the Greek priest. Hatred
seems to be all around one..... They actually seem ready to kill!
They have killed in this ancient town, killed until every
alley was flooded with blood..... Men have slaughtered and raviished
in Jerusalem because they had-religion. Men have gouged eyes and
ripped bellies because they- believed'....Because believed in what?
In God?..... Hardly.... No, they have believed in mere vocables-~
Yah veh, Christ, or Allah: those vocables that are the fingers
‘wherewith men try to point to Ged. '
Strange potency, this thing we call Religion!....For it
men have done foulness below the foulness done even by beasts.
Yet for it also have done benevolences such as transcend the
benevolences of angels. If men have killed and died for religion,
men have also lived for it. Not merely lived for it, but by it...
That cowering Yem@nite Jew slinking in the shadow of the archways

sloughs off his terror and becomes a king when he enters his

50




synagogue. .... That Arab blind beggar, a mere frame of bones hung
over with smelling rags, becomes a sultan when he stands at prayer
in his mosque....That dark eyed Syrian girl, poor trull whose lips
have caressed the flesh of twenty races, becomes clean once more when
she kneels at the feet of the virgin...... she feels saved- saved:
Strange potency this thing we call Religion! It came into man's
world untold centuries ago, and it is still in man's world today.....
One wonders about it. What is it, this thing we call Religion?
Whence did it come? and Why? and how?....What was it yesterday? What
is it today?- And what will it become tomorrow?....... “ :

And thus "This Believing World'" came about to be written. It
was not the first time that the history of religions has been told, nor
was it a.more scholarly rendition. It's genius was that it was the
most lucid, forth right and exciting telling that had been heretofore .
or since accomplished. It is no wonder that within the first five

' L R A
weeks of its publication, five large printings were made! It received

acclaim from the most prestigious publications:

American Mercury: :

"The immense field is covered with sound knowledge and sure
skill: The book is interesting, accurate and valuable. The
author is (or has been) a Jew%sh rabbi, but there is no sign of
it in his writing...... " _

- : -H.L. Mencken .

Saturday Review of Literature:

"The book is comprehensive, attractive and authentic. It has
verve too; its crescendo is powerful; its charm of presentation
is absolute..... " -

-Phillips E. Osgood

New York Herald Tribune:

"Dr. Browne has told in this simple book and complex story
of the rise and fall of supernatural belief. He has written:
his narrative with transparent clearness and sometimes with
romantic: eloquence. He has taken the difficult and dubious
science of comparative religion.... and brought the entire
procession of the world's faiths upon one canvas, illuminated
with order and clarity...."

-Will Durant

Reviewers, such as H.L. Mencken and Will Durant, who
were established literary figures? ' . were surprised that
a man of the cloth would have the courage to reveal how it all
began; primitive man's attempt to control the forces of nature
with words.or dances or charms, pelieving 111 fortune and death
from the elements could be averted. Civilized people are still

very close to thelr primitive ancestry.
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- Durant and Mencken became two of the many close friends
that Lewis Browne had in the literary world. In many ways, they
were kindered spirits with Lewis, trying through their writings
and criticism to demolish absurd beliefs.

H.L. Mencken was born in 1880, seventeen years before Lewis.
He was a strong critic of American life, greatly influencing |
fiction writing during the 1920s. In 1924 he helped found the
American Mercury aﬁd stéyed as its editor until 1933, which
published the finest in American fiction writing. His numerous
essays filled six volumes under the title "Prejudices".

There were two important areas of agreemenﬁ between Lewis
and Mencken. Lewis was a close friend and admirer of Sinclair
Lewls and Theodore Dreiser. Mencken also acknowledged the worth
of those two authors, fighting #gainst what he regarded as
fraudulently successful writers and working for the recognition
of Sinclair and Dreiser. In the second atea of agreement, both
Lewis Browne and Mencken were critical of organized religion.

Perhaps there was other areas of agreement. Mencken
ridiculed business and the middle class,'saying that Americans
are "the most timorous, sniveling, poltroonish, ignominious mob
of serfs and goose-steppers ever ‘gathered under one flag in
Christendom since the end of the middle ages.

Lewis had even closer ideologies with Will Durant. Durant
‘'was born in 1885 and managed to stay alive until the age of
ninety six, 'outliving most of hié contemporaries. His longevity
can be easily accounted for. He was clever enocugh to marry a
woman who would not only preserve his well being, but also to be

his co-author in several works, including the Pulitzer prize
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~-10th volume of The Story of Civilization Series, titled Rousseau

and Revolution
| Will Durant met his wife, Ada Kaufman, while he was

teaching at the Ferrer Modern School in New York City, The name
"Ada" did not appeal to Durant. He called her "Ariel" which he
thought was a more befitting name since in medieval folkore it
meant a light, graceful spirit of the air. Ada was presumably
pleased with her new.name and adopted it legally.(I hope the
readerJWi;l not assume that Will did not like the name "Ada"
becasue 1t sounded too "Jewish" since 1t comes from the Hebrew
"adah"}.

There was 'little reason for Durant to envy the success

of Lewls with.This Believing World. A year earlier, Durant had

written his second book, The Story of Civilization, which also

had spectacular sales and was to sell more than 2,300,000 copies.
over the years. It is not, however, from their mutual literary
success that made Lewls and Will close friends through the years.
It was their disilluslonments with the social, religious and |
political establishments. Durant expressed his discontent in
his only novel, Transitioﬁ, which 1s mostly about his own life.

The great success of Lewls Browne's first two books,

Stranger than Fiction and This Believing World were hard acts to.

follow. None of the books that were to follow would sell as well
thr-ough the years, yet each would contribute to a further understandir
of the world wé live in. The lecture tours helped sell the books

and the books helped keep Lewis in great demand as a lecturer.

He was able.to afford constant travel and to live in a‘fine home

in Santa Monica, among famous writers and movie stars. The success
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also helped him acquire a beautiful wife, a marriage that was to be

a happy: one for several years.

| Politically, Lewis considered himself a socialist, a

theory of socilal organizatlon based on ecollective or governmental

ownership and democfatic management of the essential means for the

production and distribution of goods. This theory became very popular

among intellectuals in the 20's and 30is and is still popular in |

academia (except generally 1in the department: of economics, business

and law; all of which thrive better in a free-enterprise system).
Socialists were looking to the Soviet Union as a model for

the world. Lewls decided to investigate for himself as to how

effective Socialism was operating in the Soviet Unilon and its effect

on the Jewish minority.
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CHAPTER X
-+ LEWIS BROWNE'S DISENCHANTMENT WITH "RED" RUSSIA

As a result of a two month's Jdurney within Russla in September
and October, 1926, Lewls Browne felt demoralized. He found Russia
a very dangerous country, but not in the way most people would
imagine. So far as life and limb were concerned, he found 1t the
safest land'iﬁ Eastefn Europe. He walked the streets of its cifies
at.midnight, travelled in peasanth wagons through thick forests and
over deserted'steppes, dozed in rural stations and slept at wayside
inns- and never once was he robbed or molested. And even when he
'becéﬁe i1l with his recurrent acute lumbago, he was able to receive
considerable, expért treatment.'

The danger the Soviet system presented was its effect on the
"pink" world radicals of whom Lewls was a part. These "pinks" were
many of the intellectuals, writers, artists, teachers, sons of
millionalres, social workers and journalists, who stood out as
champions of Soviet Russia. These were people who wept, in a
metaphorical way, of the exploited workingmen, and spoke of the
Socialist State to come, that blessed state when all men would be
free and at last equal, in'health, wealth and happiness. And when
those of little failth cried out that such a state could never be
reallized, those of great faith saild "look at Russia!" Finally,
believers such as Lewils, had come to see for themselves,

Lewis's: apology for Soviet Russia was that it had taken the credo
of Socialism too literally. Not only did they free the workingman
to be the equal of other men, but he was made thelr superilocr. He

did actually run the government, the factories, the schoels, the
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museums, the law coufts, the hsopltals-~ everything. He 1s the lord

and master and every privilege is his. The outcast is the "nepman",
the individual who was taking_advantage of NEP (New Economilc quicy),
and 1s conducting a shop or small factory for private gain. Such

an individual has to pay twice as much for his tﬁeater-tickets, three
times as much for his bath, four times as much for his marriage
license, and ten fo twenty times as much for his rent. He is openly
discrimlinated against in the law courts and his children are practical:
barred from the Universities. -

This was the condition in Russia in 1926. What intellectuals
:had-anticipated would happen was not a dictatorship by the proletariat
but by benevolent intellectuals. Another unexpected discovery by
Lewis was that the Jews in Russia, who had suffered greatly under
the czars and were among the leaders in the revolution, were the
greatest grumblers agalnst the Bolshevik regime. He talked with them
in vast offices in the Kremlin, in the foul tenements in Kiel; sat _
with them over glasses of steamlng tea in Ukranian colonies, White
Russlan inns, Muscovite hotels and Odessan workingmen's clubs. Most
of all, and mdst intimately, he conversed with them at the mud baths
at the Kuralynk Liman, for there he shared not only Jewishness with
them but also his rheumatism.

Lewis Browne was aware that the story that "Bolshevism is a
Jewlsh creation”, like'“gefilte" fish or "matzoth!) was utterly a
legend. It was true that several Jews, notabley Trotzky and
Zinoviev, were among the leaders in the establishment of the Communist
regime, but the rank and file of the Jewish revolutionaries were,
from the beginning, bitterly antagonistic to it. In the great |

Petrograd demonstration which preceded the October revolution and
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"Léninfé triumph;’thé_only groups which dared to carry banners
‘proélaiming allegiance to Kerensky were the Cossacks and the Jewish
Bqndists. 7

(Kerensﬁy, a moderate Soclallst revolutionary, was greatly
admired by Lewls. Kerensky jolned the Socialist Revolutlionary
party while he was studying law at the Universityof St. Petersburg.
Re became a prominent lawyer, defending many revolutionaries
accused of political crimes. From July'to October, 1917, he was
head of the Russian proviéional government. While he held the
position of minister of Justice he - instituted basié civil liberties

such as freedom of speech, press, assembly and religion. Kerensky
escaped from Russia when the Bolsheviks seized power in October.
In 1940, Kefensky came to the U.S. and lectured at various
Universities.)

The Jewish masses in Russia were confessed radicals but nét
Bolsheviks. They welcomed the revolution of February 1917 (the
first revoluticn) which ended the Czarist regime; but that was all
they wanted. When the second revolution came, they openly opposed it.
The reason for the Jéﬁish bpposition is obvious. Jews are not
workingmen. The Dictatorship of the Proletariit bode little good
for them because as a groub, they have never been a part of the
proletariat. They were in Russia part of the petty bourgeocsie, poor
shopkeepers and stfuggling artisans. To be accepted as a proletariat
it is not enough to be poor; one must also be a non exploiting
producer.

Therefor, the village tailor with his pinched little bearded

face and half blind eyes 1s not one of the elect. For
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usually he emplyys some miserable little boy to thread his
needles and run his errands. bply this little apprentice is
considered truly qualified to have a hand in the dictatorship.
Even poor artisans who.do not have apprentices are considered '
outside the pale of the proletariat, since they are their own
masters, owning their own tools and work shops, and making their
own private profit. 7 N |
Much lower than the status bf'artisén, however, is the
status of the merchant and trader. And at:least half, if not more,
of the two and three quarter million Jeﬁs in Russia (1926), belonged
.to the .~ merchant class. The vast majority of them were
indescribably pdor, poéseééing no more than a tiny dry-goods shop
or vegetable stand; but nevertheless they wes counted 'nepman"
and taxed accordingly. And'how taxed! First they have to pay
for a license to do business; then so much percent on their gross
takings during the preceding six months; next so much percentage
on their net earnirgs; then so much percent on the increase in the
net earnings during those-sigumnnths over the net earnings during
the six months previous to them; and so on and so forth until those
poor fellows Wereieft with barely enough to drag away to some
Jewish agriéultural colonf in the Crimea......
That is why the Jews Qere complaining so bitterly against
the Bolshevik system. They cdmplain openly and loudly, not in
ppblic meetings, but constantly in private conversations.
| Lewis had been informed, before making his Russian trip, that
he would never be able to make the people in Russia tell him what
they really ﬁhought. But that information, like most other American
information concerning Russia, was utterly false. 'His chief problem

in Russia was to make people stop telling him what they truly thought.

58



He did not want to be so devastatingly disillusioned. It was
too dangerous for his soul. Lewis Browne considered himself a
moderate Socialist and wanted to remain one; but if extreme
Socialism could bear such fruit he feared he would be driven to
something approaching anti-Socialism. He was a "pink" and
wented to remain one; but if the "reds'" are such a violent red,
he trembled lest he would be terrified into a pallid "white'".

And that is why he said that Russia is a dangerous country.....

The Russian experience did not change Lewis' political
thinking, but it didlmaké him more cautious. He never became
a Socialist party ﬁeﬁber, but he did strongly support many
Socialist objectives as we see in his later support of Upton
Sinclair's campaign‘for-governdr of California on the platform

of eliminating poverty in Califormnia.
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"THAT MAN HEINE" A BIDGME;M"

him one of Germany's most. illuatripus pﬁats ‘TIha.wufk was a}aa
immortalized throughout. the wo_ld By chl more thanl; 099 linder

settings of such famous composerﬁ al Rop7ft Schumanm Fraq;nSchubert.
and others. In some important waﬁ% Heinrichﬁs life parali;lzdm.

that of Lewis, and perhaps that wms fhe attxaction.‘_‘ “ f

| There is lictle doubt :haz in Levﬁa aﬂmiration of Heine, :

5 3uhere was*an-admiratlon ef htmﬁalf; ?H"is would havn PrEfﬁrf%d t°

o ambitious for thglr sons. *ﬁﬂeine was raised in Dussgldorf which in the

'v ear1y 1800 8- Wts as intellectually advanced as London in Lewis' youth.

P

buSLnessman by taking a Job at Meier and Frank only to be dismissed
for lack of application. Heine had a similar experience. His

finéncial_suﬁportfwas frdm his millionaire uncle, Saloman Heine, a
Hamburg Banker, who tried to make a business man of him, first in

| banking, then in retailing. Heinrich failed miserably in both pursuits,

' Finally;fPiéra, Heine's mother, persuaded uncle Saloman to

finance a university education, enabling Helne to attend several schools,
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finally téhing_a degree in law at Gottingen University in 1825.
Just as Lewis Brown had been constantly admonished for his poor
performance.at Hébrew Union College, so did Heimrich mange to
obtain his degree with the most minimal achievement possible.

It isn't that Heinrich and Lewis wasted their college years. They
devoted their studies not to religion, in the case of Lewis, or
Law, in the case of Heinrich, but to literature and‘history.

To that, Heinrich added poetry. '

There was a practical reason for this course of action. Heinrich
realized that his rich uncle would only support him if the uncle
thought he was pursuing studies towérd a career where he would
become self supporting. As for Lewis, he only chose the Rabbinate
because it would give him enough money and time to pursue a wriﬁing
career. Therefor, it is not strahge that Ewo men, who were at the
the bottom of thei: class, should rise to fame far above their .
classmates.' Though history is replete with examples of such mobility
among those at the bottom of the barrel, it also furnishes us with
even larger instances of those at the bottom of the ladder who stay
there.(this point is made so that my young readers would not get
the notion that the-road.to‘Succeéé is to be at the bottom of the class)

Having graduated with a law degree, the most desirable position
for Heinrich,where legal work would not be too‘demanding, was in a
civil service career. But that possibility was closed to Jews at that
time, but he would have the opportunity if he converted. Like many
Jews in Germany who aspired to higher social positions, he converted
to Christianity. While some Jews have criticized the converts, they
have failed to acknowledge that perhaps most of the people who call

themselves Jews have 'tonverted." The majority of Jews live in countries
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where they are small minorities, and they have adopted the ways and
customs of the countries of their births. Their life and the 1ifé of
their Christian neighbors are indistinguishable. They have changed
their names and now in America one fourth of those who call themselveq
Jews intermarry, with the number continually increasing.

Heinrich,in.spite of converting, never practiced law nor held
a position in government service, but devoted himself: like Lewis,
to writing. Both Heinrich and Lewis tried to achieve social reform
through their writing. Lewis thought that-by explaining how all
religions began, there would be more understanding toward the Jews
and by the Jews about the rest of the world. Lewis believed
that the most pervasive element in the psychology of the Jew is
his  reaction to his Christian neighbors with commingled fear
and contempt and tried to reduce the phobia on both sides. Heine
hoped for a poeticization of life and the worlé to overcome the
revolution, alienation, and anxiety of modern times in hic book
"The Book of Soﬁgs";

There seems to be an advantége to the having of an unhappy
childhood as the life of most of the famous seems to indicate. Lewis
was unhappy in his youth in London and sought solace through reading.
Heinrich too, was unhappy in his youth. The Hebrew school he first

attended was in the sorry Judeo-German language of the ghetto.
After a coupnle of years, his ambitious mother put him under Franciscan

priests. It was some improvement for Heine, but now instead of having
to listen to the chanting of Hebrew prayers; he had to give ear to
the conjugation of latin verbs.

Since his schoolmates’ were Christianss and being a weak, undersized
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and nervous one in addition, Heine was constantly ' tormented i
by them. He could only escape by withdrawing into another world,
and he was fortunate to find such another world.

Heine had another uncle, Simon van Geldern, who had no

-, fixed occupation, but gave himself up to all sorts of learned
hobbies. His plain little house was filled to the attic with
books and tracts and jou:nais. Simon allowed Heine to roam
through the library at will and to spend many hours in the attic
reading the great literature strewn about.

There in the attic Heine found his world of refuge and his
education. Even in his last years, he did not forget the joy that
the attic held for him; he wrote in his memoirs:

"It was not a charming haunt and its only inhabitant,
a fat Angora cat, was not scrupulously clean...But
my lieart was so young, so eager, and the sun.shone
80 brightly through the little dormer window that
everything seemed to be flooded in the light of fantasy.
The old cat herself became to me an enchanted princess.
Suddenly freed from her brutish shape, she would reveal -
herself in all her former beauty and splendor; and the
whole attic would change into a gorgeous palace..."

Heine, like Lewis Browne, Dante and Balzac (with no intention
of equating theiriliterary skills) really wrote about the human
"comedy" ; they observed the human race as caricatures who behave
in irrational and bizarre'ways. " Heine was not troubled by his
conversion to Christianity; as a consequence of the pervasive
anti—Jewish'atmosphere in the early 19th Century Germany, many,
many Jews like Heine sought the baptismal certificate, which was
in the words of Heine:'passports to European civilization."

Also like Lewis, Heine had little interest in the study of
Jewish theology. When Heine first went into exile in France in

‘1831, he went to the Bibliotheque Nationale to look up manuscripts

of mediéval German Ballads, not Talmudic texts. But Jewishness didpia
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an important role in these writers careers. Lt was the tension
between Heine's Germanness and his Jewishness, and the tension
betweén Lewis' humanism . ~ - and his Jewishness, which was the
wellspriné of so much of their literary creativity.

Sadly, Heine grew up in Germany at a time when anti-Semitism
was becoming a non-filterable virus, and he himsélf wifnéased in
Hamburg anti-iewish attacks. In this regard he was probably more
forseeing than he thought when he wrote "People who begin by burning
books, end up burning people." (Heine's phrase ié displayed today
at bauchau near Mhnich,'where the nazis had a concentration camp-
~an-'example of the human "comedy'))

Finally, we have two more areas of life that burdened Lewis
and'Hgine:_poor health and finanoialy insecurity. It is coﬁmon
knowledge that very few wriﬁers have been able to live well on their
royalties alone, and it is always uncertain that the next book will
be a success. Lewis Browne, even though he did amazingly well on
his books, needed éhe-added revenue from his wvery busy lecture tours
to afford his simple but'elegant life style in Uplifters Ranch in |
Cal;fornia,and to pay for his constant world.!litravels. He could oﬁly
afford the stylish and beautiful Myna as his wife while she was being
subsidized by her very wealthy drug store chain father. When the
depression nearly pauperized Myna's father, Lewis could not afford
to maintain Myna in the style she was accustome& to. After the
divorce ( Lewis méintaining that Myna's society activities was
interfeéring: with his literary career) Myna remarried aivery -
wealthy man which enabled her to maintain her gay party life style,
adorned in the latest style furs. (Myna continued her loving

relationship with all the Browne family).




Heine was not ﬁs foftunate as Lewis in financial matters. Not
only were lecture tours not available in France or Germany, but even if
they were, Heine's irascibility and undistinguished aﬁpearange would have
kept him off the lecture platform. Furthur, the royalties from his writin
were meagre and he only was able to sustain himself because of a small
pension an& a yearly allowance from rich uncle Salomon Heine.

Uncle Salomon was'neve: pleased that Heine had not pursued a
career in Law or banking, but when Heine's "New Poems" was published
which included "Germany-é Winter's Tale", and the book won such high
praise among the critics, Uncle Salomon softened, and he renewed his
pfomise to care for Heine and his wife Mathilde during all the rest of
their lives. Heine was now confidentthat he would be put in his uncle's
will, and his dream for financial independence héd at last come. He felt
that he and Mathilde were assured of a livelihood éven though he sold
not another line of verse or prose. |
|  But ill fortune, which had plagued Heine all his life, was still
lurking around. Two pieces of bad news came. His Uncle Salomoﬁ had
passed away. The second, and more devastating news, the will contained
no mention of an allowance for Heine! The report is that when Heine |
read the news, hot tears welled from his eyes-the only tears that anyone
saw him weép. It is very likely that the illness which had been creeping
over him for years became immeasurably aggravated by the loss af inheritan

By the year 1846 Heine was practically penniless and his
health was greatiy damaged. His friend, Friederich Engels, in a letter
dated September 16, 1846, wrote to his fellow Socialist, Karl Marx:

"The poor devil (Heine) has gone to the dogs. He
has grown thin as a skeleton. The softening of the brain
has spread, and it has paralyzed all his face....He is in
full mental vigor, but his appearance, all the more queer
because of his greying beard (he cannot be shaved) is enough

to make anyone who sees him feel wretched. It is dredfully
distressing to see so fair a chap die away bit by bit."
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And befofe we let Heine depart from this life on . earth
as we know it, ﬁe should examine the thoughts about death from such an
unusual philosophical mind. He declared to his friend Campe:
| "But it does. nHot matter to me that I shall soon be
dead. ... .Between ourselves, that is the least thing to
be feared. The horrible thing is dying, not death-if
there be such a thing as death. Death is perhaps the
last superstition...... "
(There are some-parallei thoughts about death in Lewis' suicide
note.) |
Lewis' book does'not leave .is.with the impressidn that Heine's .’
ifflife was one of misery. There was a happy period. It was in his
.. early yeais in Paris when he became a leading literary figure and
‘became acquainted, Like Lewis, with many of the famous and prominent
people.of his time. Also, like'Lewis, he was attracted to the new
Socialistic movements. In Heine's ﬁase it was the new Saint-Simonian |
religion. This was aﬁ ideology that desired the State to own all ﬁhe
prbperty and the workers to share according to the amount and quality
of personal effort. This of course differed from his friend Karl
Mafx’s ideclogy where the worker would receive benefits according to
his needs. -

It was also during this happy period that (1834) he met an
uneducated shopgirl with the beautiful name "Crescence Eugenie Mirat".
Since he could not think of a more beautiful name to call her, he
decided to go into thé other direct;onand'called her "™Mathilde! They
lived together (in those days she was called his mistress) but finally .
were married ~ sSeven years later [_1841). It was when he first meghggrhis
critical and satirical writings got him into serious difficulties with

the authorities and all his troubles began. (Again, we see the parallel

with Lewis who blamed his difficulty in writng on his marriage.)




We should not take too seriously the claim of many writers
that it was their marriage that dried up their creativity. There are
.-just as many unmarried writers (perhps more) who aléo seem to lose
their early creativity‘és the§ grow older, and there are countless
married and unmarfied authors who continue to producefine work throughout
their lives. The real answer« for any failure is "we have met the enemy
and it is us!"™ _

In any event, Heine exited from the earth leaving it some of
of the greatest poetry ever written, and he had some effect as a
writer in opposing the appressions of his time. He also laft enough
material in his memoirs and writing to furnish Lewis Browne with
substantial information to write a warm and interesting biogrphy. The
book, "That Man Heine', although not as popular as the two previous
books, was a Literary Guild book selection, did bring Lewis a tidy
suﬁ.td continue his travels, and did increase Lewis' price for his

lectures. ' .
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. CHAPTER XII ' e T
THE GRAPHIC BIBLE (Published Aug 1928)

MARK ROTHKO vs. LEWIS BROWNE (The great -lawsuit)

LE

Even though THAT MAN HEINEIuas a moderate-suébess and indicated

that Lewis could write about more subjects than Just religious ones,
his publisher was anxious to have another. "best seller". Lewis did
not need much persuasion since he had already a certain broject
in mind- to retell the biblical story in a "graphic way" so that
it would be more readable and understandable

It was not enocugh to simply ehange the archaic translations
into more modern idiom, This was tried with Shakespeare s sonnets
and the resulﬁiias a dismal failure Lewis rememhered that when
he taught the Bible in Sunday school the children felt that the
Bible was dull ang all mixed up, and his . ‘nieces and nephew
took no pains Yo conceal their feelings - | 7

But, cried little Pauline, Mitt's all so mixed up.
I simply can't make head or tail of it.".

"Yes" agreed her cousin Bess, "it's-all a pudding of
names sprinkled with 'begats'." The others chuckled,
and Bess smiled at her own brightness.

¥That's Just what I think too,'chimed in Bianche.:"Our
Sunday-school teacher says that the Bible's all true
but ‘just:the sameg none.of it seems real." -

That rather preplexed me, and I asked the little girl
to explain herself’ '~

"Well, Uncle, 1t's-‘this way; every time: '

n Whew Uncle!" jeered Arniold, almost rudely, "You ought
to read '"Treasure Island!"

- "But I have read it," I replied. "Tell me, Arnold, why
. do you findg 'Treasure Island' more exciting/ Do you
think it 1s truer than the Bible?"

" "No," the lad replied with assurance.

"But why/"

"Well, I suppose it's because I know my way around
Treasure Island. You see, Uncle, there's a map inside
the cover of the book!" .

— — — e——

Having illustrations in his books was not a new idea for
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Rothko’s
subtler
shades

By James Cassell .
Special for USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Al
American artist Mark-Réthko's

i
:

paper.

.| In recognition of that talent,
!| the National Gallery of Art is
|| showing 8 works on paper
{} from the late 1920s through
| 1970. About half of those pieces
are part of a recent gift from
the Mark dndstion

through Aug. 5. follows Rothko
from his surrealist phase to the

Rothko Foundation,
making the gallery a major
center of the latw artist’s works.
The exhibit, which will tray-
el o Pittshurgh:-Portland, Ore., : Quesada/Burke
Inchuges o s LU, pAPER EXHIBIT: This untited pen and ink work by Mars Beeere
ing to hisdariiyhued paintings Isincluded in a.showing of his wark atthe:National- Gallery of Art.
for the octagonsl Rothko Cha- . . '

: iy ' mixtures of purpie. black and  the colors of a French Impres-
P 1 ouson. and oot hrown aspire to the sacred and  sionist ., Rather, like
vy Harvard University the infinite. But the real enig- a Van Gogh still tife of flowers,

) T mas are his works in soft yel- they hold elements of the sim-
The show, which runs tows and whites, They are not

ple and the tragic.

" T

gost-a?stract gg{))c’prmomst pe-

od of the 1960s. '

Removing all appearances \- 1984 CRWAY, May & WyeAmDigolinion  A-35
- of spatial dimension on a can- K

mnce s saimis | Gift of Rothko works

surface has been a hallmark of

modem arg. Rothko paints.ang
WASHINGTON — A gift to the National Gallery of Art

repaiats- his -sarfaces: like a
child scratching on the same
paich of sand. What is green

from a disteace may, on closer . of 285 works.by the late American paipter-Mark Rothko,
inspection. obscure - layers of worth millions of doilars, was announced yesterday.
biack, blue or red. National Gallery officials declined to estimate the totai

His almost indistinguishable

value of the gifts. L%mehy Rothko entitled  \JJ/7
"Black, Maroons and White"™ sold for §1.813.000_a record A
price for a work done since World War [1. !

e gifts will come from the Mark Rothko Foundation.

Donald M. Blinken, president of the foundation. said it is

- giving some 1.000 works to museums. The NVational Gal-
lery, he told reporters. will be the “major repository of
the fund’s collection.”

The first comprehensive exhibit of Rothko's paintings
on paper goes on show Sunday at the Natiomal Gailery, -
through Aug: 5. It consists of 36 works. 40 of which are
part of the gift.




Lewls and he did not need the advice of his wiseacre nieces and
nephew on how to write a book. There were wonderful illustrations

in Stranger Than Flction and This Believing World; whether Lewls

had drawn the illustrations himself is another question. He went

on to write gge‘Graphic Bible, filled with magnificent -drawings

of maps that graphically portrayed the locale of the-story.

~ If you examine the drawings you will see the initials "L.B"
or "Browne" or nothing at all under the drawings. Did Lewis really
draw the maps? A lawsuit that had international attention tried
to answer the question. Marcus Rothkovitch claimed that he was the
artist.

Marcus Rothkovitch was born in Russia in 1903 and emigrated
to America with his family at the age of 10. Like Lewis's family,
the American destination was Portland, Oregon. Lewis had not
met Marcus in Portland, but the Rothkovitch and Browne family became
acduainted. There were many good students at Porfland High School;
but there were two students of unusual brllliiance, but both as
poor as the proverbial church mouse ("church mouse" is probably
inappropriate since both were Jewish). Marcus was one of the student
and the other was Aaron Director, Lewls's cousin.

Aaron and Marcus were ready for college. The great Universiti.
were in the East and the cost of attendance was far beyond their
families resources. There was one person that was not going to allow
such talent tolwither away 1in Portland. It was Aaron and Marcus's
English teacher. She made her prize students apply to Yale for
full scholarships (room, board and tuition), and she herself wrote
strong letters of recommendatlion. The miracle happened and both

students were awarded the scholarships.
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The sun doesn't always shine and good fortune'doesn;t move
in a straight line. Yale's goal for its students, ofher than offering
the best education that money could buy, was to make gentlemen. The
Job was not too difficult since 1ts students were primarily from
the wealthy and most had come from elite preparatory schools where
manners were high in the currtculum.

Aafon Director and Marcus Rothkovitch just didn*t fit in. Their
scholarship was outstanding but jdst look at their plebeilan ¢clothes!
and you couldn't comment about their table manners because they just
didn't have any. Something had to be done about these Russian Jews.
Yale had begun to admit a handful of German Jews and they had not
been too much of a socilal probiem, having come from famlies of wealth
and'cultufe. Now introducing poor Russian Jews appeared as a serious
mistake. Aafon and Marcus were advised that henceforth their
- scholarship would cover tuition only. Yale hoped i1t would make them
go away. ' »
| MarQUS was not too depressed. He did not care for an academic
career- his interest was politics and the condi“ions of the masses.
He. hoped®to become! a labour leader. Aaron was captivated by the
intellectual opportunities at theECOllége and struggled to stay on.

At the end of hls second year at Yale, Mércus had had encugh of
Ivy League and anyway he was now penniless. He left YaTe and-. -~ = ..
 wandered about aimléésly, ekeing out a living dolng odd jobs, then
in 1925 he settled in New York to bake up painting. His fellow student
Aaron Director stayed on to graduate and based on his brilliant
record, obtained a fellowship at the University of Chicago to study
economiecs. Aaron and a young faculty member, Milton Friddman, went on
to make economic history at the University. There was another bright

economlist at the University (other than the famous Frank Knight and
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Thorsteianeblen) Rose Director, Aaron's sister. Rose eventually
wed Milton Friedman and later collaborated with him in producihg
two highly intellectual children and prize winning books. It was
~not ehough for Milton to establish the "Chilcago School" recognized
around the world for ifs contbibution to monetary theory and
Capitalism, but also to win the Nobel Prize in economics. Aaron
Director did not become &as viéible for his scholarly achievements,
but his influence, particuillarly on the Law School faculty, will
have great impact on our legal system since several of his disciples we
appointed as Judges in influential courts (U.S. Appeals & Supreme Ct.s)
Aaron and'Rose Director were not strangers to Lewis
Browne; His mothef.Stisia and their mother Sarahwere sisters. However,
the theories that Frank Knight, Aaron and Miltqn,were advancing,
which Were_expansidns and refining of the theories of Adam Smith,
were in thelr early years confined to mostly the U?iversity of
'Chicagoz-Professor Milton Friedman was considered briiliant but
an eccéntrié bj-his peers. Much more popular in the'economic'
community were those who were preaching that the government should
have a greater role in economic affairs. Anyway, Milton was
talking a greaf deal about_mohef;ry matters and who needed to
listen? We all knew that money is what we need to buy things and
that we would be poor without it. |
And Marcus Rothkovitch was without it. In January, 1928
Lewls Browne happened to run across some paintings of Marcus. He
- was hardly impressed with them but reallized that Marcus was a
skilled draftsman. He made arl agreement with Marcus that Marcus

would draw the maps for the forthcoming book, the GRAPHIC BIBLE,




which was nearly completed except for the i1llustrations. What
financial arrangements were made for Marcus's work depends on
whether you belleve Marcus' or Lewls' testimony in the month long
ffiél that ensued in the Supreme Court of New York.

There probably would'not have been a law suit if the.GRAPHIC
BIBLE had,héd_the moderate sales anticipdted, but when sales for
the book cataﬁﬁlted“in the thousands, it made a great deal of
differehce as.to how much money was promised for the work.

Marcus, who had changed his last name to Rothkowitz from
Rothkovitch (and later to be known as 'Mark Rothko') sued Lewis
when they could not agree on what the terms of their oral contract
" had been agreed upon, claiming that his name should appear as the
artist on the illustrations and that he was entitled to $20,000
due him as payment promised'for the work and royaities on the
number of book - sold. Macmilian, the publisher,mwas Jolned as
defendant wiﬁh Lewis. | |
| The legal issues involved were those of first impression,
without any precedent. Marcus hired a young attorney, Milton
C. Weisman, who would be paid from any money recovered. Macmillan
and Lewis wére.able io retailn the internationélly famous lawyer,
Arthur Garfield Hays. It 1ookedﬁlike.a battle bétween-David and
Gdliath, except that Welsman was a poor imitation df David.

Lewis teétifiéd at the trial that he had_agfeed to pay Marcus
$500 for his work. Asked by his attorney to explain what the work
was to consist of, Lewis said,"Mr. Rothkowitz was to draw borders
around the maps. He was also to put in the monkey doodles and the
Jiggles." The "monkey doodles and the jiggles" according to Lewis
were the anlmals, birds and ocean waves drawn on spots he had

designated on the maps and charts..

Marcus had a different description of his work. He testified
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.
"my work ﬁn_the'maps is different from ordinary maps. They contain
many decorative féatures éuéh as small drawingé of fish, dolphins
and ships. My style and technique in drawing and decorating glves
an animation to my product. As to my payment, Lewis Bfowne had
promised me $500 plus a 25 cent royalty on each book sold."
Lewis denied that there was any dlscussion of royalty
payments; He admitted the promise of $500 and said that he had
“ not only paid Rothko the $500 but had given him an additional $100
as a bbnus. After the month long hearing, the Court found.fér
the defendants, Lewis Bfowne and Macmillan. The lawsuit may
have answered the question of authorship in a work for hire. The
" drawings were largely maps that had been traced by Lewls from
various bobks,_magazines énd.ancient maps. He had also cut out
drawings of dolphins, ships, fish and oceans and had given them
to Marcus to.copy. Lewls also described what he wanted in each
drawing.
| Marcus admitted that he had recelved the saméles'for copying
but he claimed that he had added auniquensss to the figures dué to
hié_artiétic skill, and this was much more than "monkey doodles
and Jangles." Some noted artists teétified that it was Marcus who
should have had hls name as artiét on the drawings rather than Lewils,
supporting his claim. Lewls had countered that since Marcus worked
'under his direction, he was only a hired hand.
However one feels as to who should have been noted as the artist
on the drawings, this incident in the 1life of Lewls Browne takes
a very dramatic turn in later years. During their association, Marcus
being in ﬁeed of money, offered to sell two'paintings for the sum of

$10. Lewis should have grabbed the deal. In recent years paintings
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by Mark Rothko have become neariy priceless.

Mark Rothko was & self taught painter. The paintings he
offered Lewis were done in a realistic style. In the early ho's
he began to paint in a seml-abstract syle as seen in his work
titled "Baptismal Scene", now in the Whitney Museum. By 1948 he
came to paint in the style of the AbstractiExpressiehists,'but
instead of using violent brush strokes and spettering paint, he
made gestureless paintings. His.last serles of paintings were the
“Blaek on Grey (1970) |
| After his suicide on February 25 1970 hilis work began to
be realized as masterpieces and honor was bestowed upon him belatedly.
At the time Rebecca Tarlow was in the Robinson nursing home (1979)in

Portland, Oregon. She had a private room where'she hung copies of

‘the illustrations from the GRAPHIC BIBLE in picture frames on the
wall. Mark Rothko;s-brother was in an adjoining room at the
Robinson Heme; One day he stormed into Rebecca's room and:shouted
in a voice filled with rage "these are my brother's plictures!"
‘Obviously,:he did not want to abide by the Court's decision in
Marcus Rothkowitz v. Lewls Browne and Macmillan, Inec. |

Mark Rothko, dead, has made a name for himself in Art
History. He is credited with 1nteeducing contemplative introspection
into the melodramatic post~World War II Abstract Expressionist

school; his use of colour as the sole means of expression led to

the development of Colour Field palnting.

(Authors note: Uneven legal representatlion such as in Rothko
v. Lewls Browne and Macmillan is not unigque. In a CBS documentary
titled "The Uncounted Enemy; a Vietnam Deception," the program
accused QGeneral Westmoreland of falsifying hils reports of enemy
strength Just before the Tet offensive. The general brought a libél
sult against CB3 to clear his name. CBS hired Cravath, Swalne and |
Moore, a powerful law firm that spent millions gathering depositions.
Westmoreland hired an unpaid-tttorney that had never tried a Jury case
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CHAPTER XV

A WELCOME TO THE NEW BOOK: SINCE CALVARY
AND TO MRS. MYNA LISSNER, THE NEW BRIDE.

Lewls Browne, now at the age of 33 and well established
as an author and lecturer, finally finds romance which lead into
a marriage. There is little in the records that tells us much
about Lewis's previous love affairs; his diary has only a few
references to women that he knew and of those mentioned, the affairs
were of short duration. The bride to be is Mrs. Myna Lissner,
recently divorced and the mother of two small children.

According to Lewis, he first met Myna at one of his University
lectures. ' She introduced herself at the end of the lecture. Lewis
was fascinated with her charm and beauty and quickly invited her
to a coffee shop to continue their conversation. Myna told Lewis
that she was interested in art and was a self taught illustrator,
although she had not done anything professionally. This was an
opportunity for Lewis to see Myna again. He told Myna that he

was at work on a new book to be titled SINCE CALVARY and wondered

whether she would be interested in helping him with the illustrations
for the book. Myna was delighted with the idea since she felt
trhir'lled ° by the opportunity to work in the company of a famous
autuaor and as a bonus, a bachelor.

Myna not only was beautiful but also dressed in the most
fashionable of clothes and had excellent social pose. In addition,
she was Jewish, a fact that would please Lewis's parents. At first
there seemed to be one problem: could Lewis afford to keep her
clothed in the style she was accustomed £o? This problem was quickly

surmounted- - when Myna revealed that she had 3 sizeable monthly zllowanc-
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Dr. Lewis Browne, disﬁ_uiﬁish.edl
author and Jewish leader, and- Mts:{

‘| Myna Lissner, Los ‘Angeles a.rti'stj

and- illustrator of his latest book;
met in St ‘Louis yesterday - and’
were married at the'home of Mr.:
and Mrs. Morton J. May, 11 Brent.!
moor Park. at 6: 30 o'cIock lasi
night. BRI i e i
Rabbi Ferdlna.nd M. Isuerma.n orJ
Temple Israel_performed the cere-
mony in the presence of a. £ew’

‘frienids and relatives, . . \:

The mecting here was arx'a.ng'edt
because of Dr. Brownes lecture
schedule which made it impossxbie.

for .him to travel ta Los Angelea§

for his own wedding. He arrive
in St. Louis from. the: East Friday

respectively. Mrs. Lissner, accom-
panied by her father, arrived yes-;
terday morning. From here, ’
Browne will - ¢qontinue on his lecture
tour of Eastern colleges  and uni-
versities, taking his-bride with him.
Literary Works, - "‘

Dr. Browne is perhaps most}
widely known for his work, “This
Belleving World,” a study of com-|
parative religion published in 1928.°
It was widely discussed and has
been translated into many lan-:
guages. Other works include “That,
Man Heine,” = “The Story of the:
Jews,” “The. Adventures of Ancient
Israel,” ‘“The Graphic Bible,” and.
“Why Are Jews Like That?’_ A new
work, “Since Calvary,” a-history of

Christianity, will soon.
| It is this womgugted

//Noted Writd: and” Actist Bride

———
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by h)s bnde, their professional as-
sociation having contributed
their romance. Mrs. Lissner is the_
‘daughter eof I. Eisner, Los Ans
geles real estate operator. She.
and Dr. Browne met two years ago.
At City Hall where they obtained
a marriage license ‘shortly" before
noon Dr. Browne told a reporterl
he was so impressed» with Mts.
Lissner’s drawing that he induced
her to collaborate with him in-‘a
‘'book and that they got along so
well in this that they agreed to
collaborate for life.

Before. he began. his literary ca-
reer, Dr. Browne was rabbi of
'Temple -Israel, Waterbury,
and later of the Free Synagogue of
Newark, N. J., where he was asso-
ciated with Rabbi Stephen 8. Wise.
He resigned his rabbinate in 1926
to devote his time to writing and
to travel in the Orient in search

of material for his works on com- |

parative religion.

Performed Companionate Unions.
While a rabbi, he said yesterday,

he performed numerous ceremos-

nies for couples entering into com-|.

panionate. marriage, among. them
Hendrik Willem Van Loon and his
third wife, but didn’'t think much
of companionate marriage for hun-
self.

i Upon completfon of his Iecture
tour in about two months, Dr. and
Mrs. Browne will take a five
months’ trip around ‘the world.
They will reside at Santa Monica.
Cal. Y % < =

Conn., |

“nons “for his latest book
Ca.lvarv 4
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SHE is widely known . as Mrs. Myna,

Lissner, Los Angeles artist ands
illustrator. They became acquainted
when she was making the illustra-
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from hér father that would adequately cover her clothes budget
- and that her father had promised to continue the allowance after
her marriage. Her father would 2lso pay for any travel expense.
Under these circumétances Lewis felt that marriage with Myna
could only be idyllie. o | ‘

The wedding to place in St.-Loui$, Missouri, on May 11, 1930,
5t the home of Mr. and Mrs. Morton J. May, friends of the bride.
The St. Louis Post Dispatch gave a front page space to the event.
It featured a large picture of Myna and a smaller one of Lewis,
although the article had extepnsivé comment on Lewis's literary
work. The article also explained that the small weddlng and the
absencé of any relatives of the bride and groom was due to"Dr.
Browne's lecture schedule making 1t impossible for him to travel
to Los Angeles for his own wedding".

Many of Lewls's intellectual friends were surprised by the
marriage. Lewls had often spoken about the primitiveness of
the marriage obligations and had advocated"companionate™marriage
as an alternative. As a matter of fact, Lewis had performed
special ceremonies for couples entering "companionate" marriages,
among them Hendrik Van Loon and his third wife. As for Lewils
himself; he was not always suré ﬁhat he would be contented with’
such an afrangement. |

Even though Lewls believed that the State should not interfere
with peoples freedom through making marriage under the control of
;he State, he felt that he could adapt himself to the situation.
He told his friends that Jews could adjust themselves to the customs
and ideas of any natién. He illustrated fhis by telling them the
following story: (The time was soom after World War I. As reparation

for the damages Germany had inflicted, Germany's valuable territory,
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Alsace-Lorraine, was given to France).

"Pwo French Jews, Simon and Morris, migrated to Berlin
after the First World War. Owing to Germany's resentment of
all things French at that time, the friends could not find
employmnent. Morris decided to go back to his people in :
Paris. Simon resolved to stay in Berlin and conquer the city
alone. He borrowed a thousand marks from Morris.

The Friends neither saw nor heard from each other for
two years. Then Morris, who held a small clerkship in a store
in Paris, was sent to Berlin on business. He lcoked up his

friend Simon, who had prospered.
"Why Simon'" cried the astonished Morrls, "How rich you

look."
"T am as rich as I look, too," boasted the prosperous

Simon.
"Well then,"™ asked Morris, bewidered, "why have you not

paid me back my thousand marks?"
"Your thousand marks?" thundered Simon,"First give us
back Alsace-Lorraine." _ :
Lewis Browne adjJusted well to marriage, at least for a
”gonsiderable amount of time. The family did not see much of
Le;is and Myna,-but-perhaﬁs.that was because the couple was making
-- Sseveral lengthy foreign journeys and the constant lecturing.that
Lewis was doing around the country and the summer classes in
writing at various Universities. But whenever ﬁhe'couple was seen
by a family member, the report was that Lewls and Myna were getting
along handsomely.

The marriage is of interest because it is generally reported
that very few writers are able to adjust to marrlage. They need long
periods of isolation and periods of diverse human contact. Thére was s
a drop in the quality of Lewis's literary work after the marrilage
but.perhaps this was due more to the subject matter of his books rathe

than anything to do with the confilnement of the marriage relation. The

was however two later bocks, That Man Heine and Blessed Spinoza that

had the quality of his first two books.

In thls chapter we are concerned with hls book STNCE CAVALRY,

an interpretation of Christién history. Perhaps Lewis thought he coul
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accomplish the same exciting narrative with Christian history as he

had done with Jewlsh History 1n 3TRANGER THAN FICTION. As usual,

to write the story, Lewls immersed himself with books and manuscripts
on theologiéal hisfory.'His notes were sufficient to be the source
for several volumes on the subject. Condensing the information into
MOO_odd readable pages was an immense task.

The title for his book, "Cavalry" is the name of the place, outsic
the city of Jeruéalem, where 1t is reported Christ was crucified. In
present time, the site 1s said to be within the walls of modern
Jerusalemn, at the site occupled by the Chgrch of the Holy: Sepulcher
("Sepulchef" means the place of luntermment), whilé others believe
that the site is at a hillock above Jeremiah's grotto outside the
Damascus Gate. Supporting the hillobk belief was the discovery of a
tomb in a héarby garden.

Christiénity was not a stranger to Lewls. As a Universalist énd
.historiah he had.an interest in all religions. A v¥isit to his home
-in Upiifters Ranch, Santa Monica, would reveal the influence of the
religions on Lewis. The dﬁtside architecture resembles a mosque

and inside the home there were the idols of every réligion‘in every
nook andlcorner. Moreover, Lewis-had had an early fascination with *
the story of Christ. Even'in his first rabbinate at the congregation
in Waterbury, Connecticut, he had preached a sermon on "What does
a Jew believe about Jesus?" Never did a sermon recelve: so much
aktention, bhoth by the religious communities and the press. There
was standing room only at the sermon- more Christians than Jews.
The large Orthodox community in the town was up in arms about the
lecture. Lewls realized that the orthodox would not buy his new bookev

if their 1life depended on 1t. Other Jews did not,on the whole, buy
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1t in any significant gquantity. Even thbugh;phe sales were modest
in comparison with the earlier books, the pulbisher Macmillan was

.pleased with the results, ' SR b

SINCE CAVALRY was also prophetic.' It speaks as how the
common man, having realized that the explosidﬁ bf néw knéwlédge
broughtxaboutb-yseientific discoverles had taken at#ay his ancient
faith and reduced him "to the status of a Mere animal and his earth
to a mefe crumb of stellar dust," wondered about what he could belleve
~1In now. Blind with terror, the foolish of the world were finished
with sclence and henceforth became Fundamentalists, believing the
bible.from cover to cover, tb believe as had their fathers.

The book was written in 1931, and to this date the
Fundamentalists have continued to grow in size and power; in the
‘Moslem nations, in Iérael and in Christian nations. One more battle
in the war for the mind's liberatlion has been lost; and lost

decisively. But the war is still on. o

“Myna apparéntly participated in the production of the book.

-The fly leaf of SINCE CAVALRY states that the decorations and
" maps were by Myna and Lewis Browne. The illustrations are noteworthy
but lack the distinguished quality of those done by Mark Rothko for

THE GRAPHIC BIBLE. Not only had she participated in the,iilustrations,

but she was dolng extensive travelling with Lewis in pafts of the
world that no ordinafy traveller ever visits and meeting the history
makers of the world. And with the active social life in Santa
Monica, there was ho time for "family".

When Stisia, her new mother in law, had sent an airmaii
- letter suggesting that she and her husband Avrum would like to come
to Santa Monica for the winter, which would be good for her arthrilitis,

and a desire to be close to Lewis and her other son Sydney and his
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new wife, Jgsephine. Lewls and Myna sent a negative reponse post
haste: '
"Dear Parents:

1 suppose you do need to ret away for a while...but I
‘think you would not’'find it beneficial..... last night 1t
rained and 1t will rain on and off.......

The climate is very bad for my Jjoints..... even when 1t
does not rain, there 1s a very heavy fog at night and usuallj
a heavy mist In the morning... the dampness is quite bad.

I think it would disappoint you greatly to come here
(though of course 1t would be delightful for us, for then
we could see you and be near you for a while).... In addition

. mother would be far from happy 1f she actually saw
Josephine and had to be near her for a time (don't tell
mother, of course)... Josephine is a very fine woman, but
every inch a goxa and mother would not find her at all
"haymish'........ ' ' '

It was not too dificult for Avrum and Stitia to realize that
they would not be welcome in Sahta Monica, and they would never
visit their son at his home. This was a gréat reliéf for Lewls and
Myna sihcé:even'though they were very fond of Avrum and Stitia,
they'thought that the pair would bé SQCially-embarfassing.

: Judging from Lewis's varidus letters prior to his marriage,
he waé not gbihg to be an éasy person to llve with. He said the
following 1n.a letter to his sister Rebecca, just prior to meeting
Myna: |

"I'd like to spend the whole summer in Portland, but

I am afraid my beastly temper and lmpatience will make
you all quickly tire of me. I am afraid I haven't changed
much- in that regard. I've lived so much alcone, that now it
is hard for me to get along with people when I have to be
wlth them more than an afternoon or evening. That is why I
don't think of marrying. I'm not fit to marry-I haven't the
temperament for it. Luckily I have gotten now to the
position where I can plek and choose almost anywhere I
please. I am not penniless any longer. But unluckily, I'm
not capable of declidng on a glirl. I reallze that no matter
who she 1s, I'1ll tire of her in six months, and probably
throw her down the stairs 1n a year. I've tried myself out,
and I know. I've never thrown a girl down the stairs yet,
but T have tlred of a least a dozen in the last four years.. M

Myna had so much beauty and charm that Lewis's prophecy that
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there was no woman he could live with for long was to be contradicted.

Even the loss of Myna's generous monthly allowance from her father

as a.result of the depression in the 30's did not rock the marrlage.

But the loss did force Myna to wear a néw wardrobe for more than one

season and made her regret having given away so much hardly'worn

clothing. |

The depression in the 30's affected nearly every one, business-

. men, laboringmen, professionals and particularly those in the arts.

“ff,ﬁs Lewis struggled with writing his next book, BLESSED SPINOZA, the

. depression deepened. The public could only afford to buy feﬁer of
" everything, especially books, buft there was a hunger for knowledge
- and Lewlis's lecture tours increased in popularity. The public hoped

to hear news that life would become better.
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ey CHAPTER i R,
BLESS&D SPINQZA Is PUBLISHED (CCTOBE 1332)

THE DEPRESSION DE“PFNS

iy I 15 difficult to. say whetber in writing abtout Stinozz, Lewls

"was retuvning BB~Jewish subjects 1noza was. excommunicated

f’-

.'.l e

ﬁfrom the Synagogue and no Jew Was to speak to L’h;m. Perhapg Lewls
wlshed that @is-book would bring new apprecigtion;of one of the’
;Qafid‘é greatest philoéopher, bornia Jew. n cam _

...+ It was not a good. time for the publishing bubinebp.:Th€ year

. was 1932 and the. depression ‘which had begunfwith the collapse of the
stock market in 1929 and bgn%g_had c;osegftheir doors, nad\deepened
even furthur. Unemplyménh,rogg.to 25% Qf:the;labof force. Since most
familiés relled on onevWage”earnar,-ﬁnémplovment meant near destitution

for the affected ;amiliea«' Public relief was very meager and

il

private philanthropy was now down to dribbles

Lewis and Myna wene surviving better than most of fhe literary

people, but friends and Pelat%ves wetre hurting. There were tremendous
changes in the fortunes of:those'who had had 'all the money. Lewis

related the changes in a. letter to his parents'
"....; ...... about the- clothes, I do ‘not like to ask Myna to give
her barely worn expensive clhthing as she hzd done in the ps
As it happens, she herself 1s on a very; limited income. Pleht now,
and is discarding very few of lsst seasons rlothes. I am giving
her a present of a new coat for, ,winter, and that means we'll be
able to send the old one- which is still new=tc Paoline. gut that
will not come about until aftew . our trip north.

You'll be amazed &t what changzes have occurred here in
that group that used to have all the money. Myna's uncle, who
owned a big department store, is 2 poor men now. Her mother's
cousin, whose wholesale was.something like Leishman Mayer's and

"was capitlaized for six miiiion dollére, has zone ban«rupt
dragging with him any number’of W1ddws who had invested their
money in the concern. "He, who “was ‘able to zive fifty thousand
dollars a year to charity, has had to give up his home and move.
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in with his son and daughter in law. Myna's grandfather on
her own mothHer's side , pulled out of business just in time,
but his reputed wealth of fThree quarters of a million is now
about a hund ed and fifty thousand.

The Hillman's, once-#lmast the-.richest family:»in town,’
have .beepn. ruined. . Myna's father has beén called in to try to
settle up the estate, which was worth fifteen million only
four years ago, when the Hlllam's sold thelr banks to to
the bank of Italy, but which 1s now over a million 1n debt
to the stock brokers. And so it goes. Myna's own father had
a great fright, but happily was able to get through safely.
He was 1in a real panic only elght .. weeks ago: he was
pinched with about a million dollars of bonds to amortize
and no cash on hand. But his banks saw him through -and now
he 1s able to breathe again. You cannot imagine how
worried he was for a time. He was afrald he might be forced"
to sacrifice everything, for real estate is now selling
for about one quarter of what it used to be worth. Even as
it is, he is forced to cut down on his expenses. His
‘capital is bringing almost no divedends, for rents are
slashed and can't be collected. Things were never worse in
Los Angeles. It looks, however, as thugh the depression is
beginning to pass. _

As for me, my book THAT MAN HEINE (1927) is still a
best seller-cne of the three best selling boocks in America
today. But the sales are not what they were four years ago.
However, I'm able to get along. Of course, my expenses are
three times as large as in my bachelor days, for we have a soclial
life to keep up now, and Myna's stocks are barely bringing her $10
a month. Still, it could be a great deal worse. I take sweat
baths and electric treatments at the local sanitarium three

"times a week, and that seems to relleve me. :
I hope you are well and happy. We are. Myna 1s as lovely
in my eyes as ever. She makes exlstence a blessing for me."

Lewls's prophecy that hthe depression is beginning to
pass was overly optimistic. It dragged on for another elght
yeérs, plunging many more into poverfy. More farms went into
foreclosures énd even the poor became poorer.

The economic disaster was worldwide. Labor riots in
Germany forced President Hindenburg to name Nazl leader Adolf
Hitler Chancellor, and soon after his appocintment, Hitler was
given dictatorlial powers by the Reilchstag. Hitler did quell
the radical labor agitators, ban strikes and end unemployment
with public works, arms production and conscription into the
armed foroes,'but he ended up by bringing sbout the greaﬁest

amount of destruction, human and economic, that the world had see
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After Hitler gained power, severe persecutlon of Jews and

~other minorities began taking place. The persecuted were sent

to forced labor in factories {(the 1ucky'ones) or shipped to
-concentration caﬁps'ﬁhefe thousands dlied from disease or starvation,
and some were murdered. Hitler's geogréphic eipanQionism ultimaﬁely
resulted in nearly the whole world going to war. In 1933 Hitler

took back the Saar, then in 1935 occupied the Rhineland and in

1938 annexed Auéﬁria. A few months later, nis militaPy and
_EConomic power having grown to a frightenling extent, he bluffed
Britain and France into‘sanctioning his dismemberment of Czechoslovakila
-at Munich. |

. Lekis Bbowne, along withzthe intellectuals of the world, was

- shocked when the So&iets and the Nazils made a non agression pact

in August, 1939. Thié pact freed Germany to attack Poland. Britain
and France, who had.guarantéed Polish independence,declared war on
Germany, to start World War II.

Only a handful of "experts" spoke out during the early years
‘of Hitlerism concerning its dahgers and-the plight of the German
. Jews. Many more were secretly, and even openly, pleased that Hitler _
waslfinally putting a end to the "communist" labor agitators and
were not too unhappy to see the éérman Jeﬁs stripped of thelr
pbssesSionsand-beihg deported to work canmps.

A few péop1e spoke out about the inhumanity in Germany and Lewi;
Browne was among them. Thgy spoke and wrote of the eyil. Most of
the world responded as 1if ‘they were hearing or readling a good
sermon, something to be quicly forgotten. After =all, if there 1is bad
‘news, it is better to forget about it and let it go away. The press
and the acadamla in the Unlversities were largely silent.

France, Britain and even the United States, were woefully
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unprepared to challenge Hitler. Having failed to learn from history,
they were bound to repeat the error- unpreparedness. The history of

" the world teaches that a country which 1is commercially Oriented assumes
that it can protect 1ts peaceful existence by negotiating peace
agreements. One example is that of Carthage, a commerclal country,
which tried to negotiate a peaceful exlstence with Rome, a military '
country. Rome, with a large standing army and several hundred thousand
reserve forces, was able to defeat Carthage in the three Punic Wars |
(264-241 B.C., 218-201 B.C., and 149- 146 B C.) because Carthage believec
o . that peace could be secured by treaties rather than by military
mignt. Negotiating with Hitlef was futile without military strength.
Commercial countries cannot survive by dependence on contractual
agreements without military presence fgr their énforcement.

Lewis Browne, in 1932, was busy lecturing about the evils the
_worldrwes mired-in'but when it came to writing, he declided to contlnue
_with historical matters rather than current events. He chose to .write

about the life of Spinoza, a great philosopher. Spinoza was born in
1632 in Amsterdam. He was called Baruch, the Hebrew word for "Blessed".
Spinoza's'famiiy had ceme from Spain. Tn Spain, they had adopted
the name Espinoza, and all those who bore that name wene Jews. Under
the Moors, the Jews in Spain possessed wealth, power and great learning
Even as the country was turning into a Catholic country again, the
Jews had remained well off as both the Moslems and the Christians, who
were battling each other, needed their services. But once the Moors
were driven out, Christian mobs set upon the Jews, plllaging their
homes and ettacking them in the fowns.

Thousands of Jews left Spain and yet thousands remained, converti
to Christianity. What mostly motivated those who were forced to leave

because they would not convert,'was their superstition {L.lleved by €ve

the most learned of them) .that some terrible evil would fall on them 1f
they converted. '
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o Ultimately,.in 1492, the Jews were ordefed to leave.the country
or turn Christian. It was a hard declsion for the Jews. They had been
in Spain‘for 1600 years, even before the Moors and the Christians._Jews
o had been expelled from England in the 13th Century and from France 1in
| the next Century, but in both of those expulsions they were allowed
to take their wealth with them. This new expulsion Qecreed that all
pe wealth was to be left behind. | "
V Thousands of Jews left and yet thousands remained converting to .
Christianity What mostly motivated those who left was the superstition
c (believed by even the most ‘learned of them) that some dreadful
supernatural evil would befall them if they were to yleld and accept
‘Baptism. There was also a feeling that converting to Christianity
.C‘ _ ' would only give a. temporary respite from persecution.
- Many who stayed and converted continued to iive secretly as Jewe‘and
were oalled Meranos. Others accepted Christianity wholeheaftedly, even
é encoufagiﬁg their‘children to make the'Churoh 2 career. Some galned their
| way 1Into becoming Cardinals in the Church.
The Espinoza family wn~ among those who fled from Spain The flight
C from Spain was first: to Portugal,_the country nearest to Spain. The
| king of Portugal welcomed them, believing that their knowledge of tfade-
and finance would enrich Portugal..Five Years later, Emmanuel I ascended
3 C toithe throne. |
| Perhaps Emmanuel I would have continued to protect the Jews, but

unfortunately his bride to be was the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella

who had expelled the Jews from Spain The bride to be insisted that she
would not consent to the marriage unless Emmanuel agreed to expel the
; _ Jews. Emmanuel agreed. The condition was actually written in the
C

marriage contract. After the wedding, on the 2Mth day of December, 1946,
the Jews were ordered to convert to Christianity or leave.

But this time, leaving was made practically impossible. Jews
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o -wéfé'fékeh“by_force‘and'Bépf;zed. Men, women and chlildren, were made
wfp;récéive the holy water and left t& live out their lives as Maranos. -

It was a difficult 1ife but many of the Maranos became rich and
e é%én.aQQuired gfan& titles. The difficulty was that although they
Jﬁere equal in the eyés of the'law, they were ostracized by other 
'Chnistians, and during times of famine and pestilencé, they would be
attacked by mobs. |

With a new ruler, James III, in 1521, bad conditions became even
worse. A Court of Inquistlion was set up in 1531 that was even harsher
.than 1ts-Spanish éounterpart. But where could the Marénos flee to?
. Germany was golng through the reformation and weas adverse to thelr
presence§ England woﬁld not admit them on ang condition and neither
- would Frénce. .Just as the Jews in Germany {foumnd every door closed to
them during the. Nazi regime in later years, so did the Jews in Portugal.

Fér two generations, the cconverted Jews remained prisonérs in -
Portugal. They stopped acting as secret Jews and became'move devcut in -
_Catholicﬁ?ﬁhan the general pcpulace. An Espinosa became a Cardinal
and another an. Inquisitor. Flnally, an unexpectedﬁevent oprovicded an
escape route. |

The attempt by the Cathoclic Emperor tc levy a ruinous sales tax
in his northern domain rercipitated a revclution. After a long war,
the provinces of Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Gelderland.and Zutphen
welded themselves into an independert reﬁubmid.'é iploads cf ¥aranos,
“including Spinoza's forebears, began to migrate to these provirces.
Thus did the Portuguese come to Helland.

As the Maranos gained in wealth, numbers and bowers, they
returned to thelr ancestral faith. The first coleonisfs, the Portuguese

Jews, settled in the very marshlest and least desirsble streets 1n
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AmSterdam, the Vloljenburg district, in order to reméin iﬁconspicuous.
The Espinoza fémily had settled in the.éame district. On November 24,
1632, Baruch (Blessed) was born. We find in the records that the
family used the nameS-Espinoza, Despinoza.and finally Spinoza. By
custom, Baruch was called Benedictus, the latin equivalent.

Like Lewils Browne, who was hampered all his adult life by an
arthritic condition Spinoza was to suffer similar pain from a
tubercular condition that would lead to an early death. Spinoza
started his education at a Yeshiva, at the age of thirteen, where he
would be taught the orthodox dbctrines of Judaism and the interpretatior
of the scriptures. Nothing else was taught there, and there was no
ﬁime for other studies as the Hebrew classes were from 8 ti1l 11,

.ahd then from E-fill-dﬁsk. The instruction was in Portuguese and
Spanish and not in the language of the coﬁntry. Education was to fit
one for life in the next world rather than fdf a citizen of Holland.

Spinoza continued his studies at the Yeshiva until the age of
.20. Only & small number of the students studied with the intent of
entering the rabbinate. The teaching at the Yeshiva widened for him
ﬁhen'Manasseh ben Israel, a great Jewish scholar, was offered a positior
at the Yeshiva and became hls teac¢her. Manasseh's knowledge of philosopt
was so deep that Calvinists, Arminians, Socinians and even Jesuit |
priests, cultivated his friendship to learn from him,.

Manasseh‘ﬁas hot only learned in the teachings of Maimdnides..
Crescas and Saadya, but also those of Arab metaphysicians, Christilan
Scholastics, and the sciences of physics, mathematics and astronomy.

A man of such learning 1s bound to be skepticél of some of the traditior
of Israel. The corner stone of the traditionswas the Divine Torah
(the Five Books of Moses) . All Judalsm rested upon the Térah, velieved

to be literally and verbally inspired by God. If one word, or even one
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letter could be shown.to-be other than divine, then all would tumble
down. The more that Spinoza learned from Manasseh, the more he became
suépicious about the divinity of the Torah. -
.Spinoza was not the first to doubt that the five books of

Moses were a result of Divine revelation, nor the last. Even the
greatest of Jewilsh philosophers, Moses Maimonides, found the concept
~a very troublesome one. In his Guide to the Perplexed he attempted
to give a rationﬁl explanation for the belief. Spinoza read and‘
reread the guide'until he could quote most of it by heart and.yet'
his doubts increased. | |
| Moses Maimonides ‘rifi,was born in Spain in 1135 and lived
all ‘nis' life under the influence of Arab enlightment and seience of
thé day. He concluded that the doctrines of religion were simply the
teachings of scientific knowledge expressed 1n language comprehensible
_to'the common man. To make the Bible more palatable to the Intellectuals,
Moses tfied tb show that all the essentials of Aristotelian philosophy
afe to be discovered in the Hebrew Bible.'_ | _

| The attempt to read Aristotle into the Bible impréSsed Spinoza
as "the acme of abéurdity".' On the ground that the truths in the Bibvle
are clothed in imagery or concealed in allegcry because it was written
for the common man, Maimonidés gave this example: Aristotle taught that
man was qOmposed of three elements: vegetable, andmel and intellectual.
But, argued Maimonides, does not the Bible teach the same doctrine when
it declares thét Adam had three sons? |

Spinoza reasoned that the orthodox belief that God is angered if

man transgresses the Holj Law, a basic belief upon which religion stands,
1s completely illogical. The Bible says that Sod 1s the first cause.

Transgressions are effects that have causes and these causes can be trace
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ultimatelyFtBTan'ihescapéble'Eirs£ Cause."Obfiodsl§;he argues,
 ﬁﬁﬁ€g§gf'hépbens_in the.ﬁhiveréé-is absolutely determined in adﬁance

* ;bjiG§d~who'i$_ﬁhé:First'Cause. How then, Spinoza asks, can God be so0

rwifhoutvreason és*té'giVefﬁay tb anger if man falls into sin?

Despite his vexations with the Holy Bible, Spinoza continued
the practice éf_Jewish f1tua1s: praying three times a day, keeping the
Mosalc diet and obsefv1ng the Sabbath Laws. His thoughts were first to
keep the commandments then to argue'about tﬁem. But he greatly irritatéd
the elders of the community. It began to be leaked about that in his
conversations with other students he had held that there is ndthing in
the bible to support the view that God had no body, that angels really
exist, or that the soul 1s.immorta1. To cap all these challenges to
orthodox‘beliefs, Spinoza also expressed the view that the Pentateuch
(the book with which the Bible opens) was no wiser in physics or even

in theology than they, the students, were.

Besides the influence of his teacher, Manesseh and the works of
ques Maimondes, Spinoza came to understand Christian philosophy. All
exceptional students at the Yeshiva were.expected to learn latin, for_:
among  the occidental Sephardim, it was the fashion for rabbi's to know
something bf the "priest's language". To learn latin, Spinoza went to
Van Den Ende, a latin scholar.

Franciscus Van Den Ende, Dutch by birth, a Catholic and by training
a Jesuit who had disavowed his vows, did more than teach latin to his
student. Whatever superstitions still remained in Spinoza, Van Ende
tore away. He revealed to Spinoza new domains that had Just been
discqverd by the learned of fhe age, those new sciences and arts and new
attlitudes toward life. Years later, Spinozs was himself to teach that

"It is superstition that sets up sadness as good, and that zll that tends
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to Jjoy is evil.....Yes, it is part of a wise man to use °
the -things of this 1ife and enjoy them to the full."

Under Van den Ende Spinoza began t¢ learn modern mathematics, the
naturai sclences and politics as well as classic noetry énd.rhetoric.
All his life he had been penned in the ghetto and dominated by old
rabbinic thoughts. Centurles earilier, the Greeks had ventured into
ingquiry but then man stovpped 1eérning. Later, the Arabs and a few Jews
(Averroes, Avicenna, Maimonides and Ibn Gabifdl most ﬁoteworthy) ventured
again into the realﬁ of investigation. By the middle of the 17th
Cehtury, the domain of knowledge had been so widened that 1t Lecame
a whoie new werld.

By the time Spinoza was first learning to reason crifiééily,
Copernicus, Kepler and Galileo were advancing astronomy; Vesallus
and Harvey were in physioclogy; Gllbert and Huygens were making'néw
discoveries in physics: and Cardan, Napier and Descartes were expanding
mathematical knowledge. Spinoza had only known until then the bogus
sclences of alchemy, astrology and the supposedly divinations contained
in the Kabala. The only logice he had mastered was the misleading
arguﬁentation of the Talmud and the dialédtics of Jewish phillosophy.
There was a great deal to undo.

The pfoblem for the Jews 1in the ghetto tobe able to engaze into the
new learning was that the ancient rabbils, in their anxiety to preserve
the faith, had regimented the whole life for the Jews. Not only were
there ordinanées regulating what one should eat, but a2lso how one should
trim a beard and when one should intérrupt work and begin to préy. There
were innumerable laws regarding behavior on the Ssbbath. One was forbidden
to work, write, light or guench a fire, travel, carry any ltem including
a handkercﬁief (some rabbls said that a person with gold filled teeth

sin on the Sabbath because they are carfying a metal) or even stroll
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beyonund a certain distance.
~ Although the floqk was admonished to strictly Obey the laws,

a few Rabbis had wandered. In their libraries were not only the Greek
and latin classics, but alsc the Wrlting of the Church Fathers and
books by'Francis Xavier, Montaigne, Grotius, Hobbes and Machiavelll.
But 1f these Rabbis had unorthodox thoughts, they kept it to themeselves.
But it was also the reason that they were patiént witp Benedictus 7
-Spinoza, the brilliant disciple.

And desplte his utterances, Spinoza kept the traditions. When
his father died (Splnoza was then 22), he sald the Kaddish every day
for his father. The orthodox belleve that it is necessafyﬂfo say the
Kaddish prayer to redeem the souls of the dead from éehennaf(similar
to Hell). The bellef is that each sin-laden soul has to suffer in
Jpurgatory for an entire year before 1t will be either saved or damned.
It was therefore: necessary for t'e nearest relative, most of all on the
son, to reéite the Kaddish every day for eleven months. To do it for
fwéleve'months would be unseemly as it would be an admission that the
the parent had sinned. | |

But the tolerance of the Jewish elders for the unorthodox yiays
of Spihoza ended abruptly when he left the deenburt to go live with
his teacher, Van Ende. The rabbis were stunned- their brilliant disciple
had gone tt live in the home of a geﬁtile who was also a free thinker!
How could Benedictus pray in such é house and keep from eating unclean
food ? {(Today, In Iran, a high priest has told hils people to stay away
from Christians and Jews since they are unclean. He did not mean that it
had anything to do with taking baths.) |

In the late spring of 1656, after the rabbis had exhausted
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themselves trying to get Spinoza back to the fold he was excommunicated
Since he dld not repent, he was given the herim which is complete
excommunication. He was castsout of tae congregation]of.lsrael. The
ceremony of excommunication 1is full of sadncss: blackrwax candles
are turned upside down. When the pcople have assembled in the synagogue,
the Afk is opened‘aﬁd the precenfcr intcnes the words of fhe
excommunication in a doleful voice, while another precenter blows the
- shofar.

The assembly gaze at the dripping of the black wax candles,
drop by drop,.into a vessel filled with blood. The people, stirred by
.the horror of this black spectacle,respond Amen in a furious tene,
belleving that God would b pleased if they could tear the excommunicated
tc picces. The fcrmal wrlt, which is still in the synagogue archives,

severly castigates Spinoza, It says in part:
T e we excommunicate , expel, curse, and damn Baruch
de Espinoza with the consent of God, Blessed be He.....
Wlth the excommunication with which Joshua banned Jericho,
and with the curse which Elisha cursed the boys, and with
all the curses which are written in the law (Pentateu h). .
Cursed be he by day and cursed be he by night; cursed be he
when he lieth -~ down and cursed bte he when he riseth up;
cursed be he when he goeth out, and cursed be he when he cometh
-in. The Lord will not pardon him; the anger and wrath of the
Lord will rage against this man,and bring upen him all the
curses which are written in the Book of the Law....... We
command that none should communicate with him orally or in
- writing, or show him any favour, or stay with him under the
same roof, or within four ells of him (the ell was chiefly a
measure of cloth, different in different countries, and in
Holland, 27 inches), or read anything written or composed by him."

Fortunately for Spinoza, God did not heap the awful maledictions
3 . ‘ gondition
-prescribed by the exc¢ommunication. It is true that his tuberculdr /
did not get better, but neither did it worsen more thamn what would' be
expected from his occupation. His mind continued to function brilliantly

: There-were_thfee good reasons why God did not take action aganist

Spinoiza.:




1. God is not in the habit of taking orders,
2.8pinoza's supposedly heretical utterances were no surprise
since everything is preordaioed.
3. 8od 1s very amused by man's attempt to understand Him. He
was curious as to what Spinoza, with the fime mind that
'had been given him, would say about him (He.really knew
but thought it would be fun to see 1t in print)

Spinoza was 24 when he was cast out of the congregation. He went
baok to Amsterdam as he needed to find some work to support himself.
Hls study of Descarte had led him to an interest in optics and this
led him to leérn the craft of lens grinding. Although the dust from
the grinding worsened his tubercular lungs, the craft enabled him to
continue to reflect philosphically while he worked. Lens grinding
requlires only the steady pressure of the hand as the abrasive tool
moves over the glass, leaving the minq free for other functions.

Descartes' work became what the Torah had been for Spinoza- an
attompt'to reveal the ultimate truths concerning existence. But rather
than beihg based on matters which were said to have been revealed by
God, it applied the meth.ods of'ooienoe. Descarte, a good éon of the
Church; thought that the sclentiflc method would vindicate the |
traditional faith.

Splnoza was most influénced by Descartes' essay, " A Discourse
on the Method of Guiding Reason, and of Discovering Truth in the
Sclences". In it Descartes said that the only sure way of arriving
at the truth was to begin by doubting everything. If you were to-do
that,.then ﬁou were left with one fact that is undeniable, namely,
that therrwas a "you" who did the doubting. (This reasoning becomes
more impressive 1if you say 1t in latin:"Dubito ergo sum" I doubt

therefor I exist).
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Descartes then goes on to aésehf‘that once you are consclous
that you exist then you are ready to explore and builld a vélid philosophy
The safest way to do it 1s fd'useﬂthewmethod of mathematics since of
2ll the scineces, mathematics 1s the most infallible. Use the methodology
of geometry: reduce each difficulty tb'its simplest elements, accepting
only the most self evident oﬁes, and then deduct. - from them increasingl
cqmplex generalities until you inevitébly arrive at ultimate conclusions.
'One would fhink that such a loglcal approach to the examination
of ideas would receive some approval but rather it received attacks.
The skepticism and fﬁé insistence onﬂreason which Descartes was
espoqsing was a direct challenge to.all that was_deemed holy. He thought
that he was beirig a good son of the church in that his méthod would
vindicate rather than destroy the tradltional faith. As a mattef of fact,
he used the geomeﬁrical method to "prove" that a transcendentad {meaning
beyond.hqman understanding)God did exist and that the soul was immortal.
This proof did not fool the Church one bit. Once the word in the
Holy Bible 1s allowed to be dissected, then all the words could be
disembowéid. The rise of commerce had brought the crumbling of the
medieval faith, but the enlightenment which succeded it was at sea.lt
hungeréd for some-seéurity to replace the faith. Spinoza was in the mildst
of this change. Amsterdam had become the chief market place of the
world. It controlled the world's supply of tea and dominated markets
for spices and rice. It exported herrings, delft (made in the town of
Delft) china and clay pipes. The stocks of the chief trading companies,
thé East Indian and the West Indian, soared in value each year.
There was a mad race for wealth as indicated by the price boom in
tulip bulbs and then its collapse. Speculators paid fortunes for bulbs

of rare varities. The boom in tulips c¢rashed when the speculators
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discovered,that'théy were buying and selling to each other and that there
was no general demand for the product. But traders found other products
 for speculation. o

Thefe.was real prosperity'creaéed, however, andfthis finally
gave rise to léisure, and with leisure came a growth 6f culture. When
a people have more than enough to make life possible, it begins to look:
about . for ways to make life more desirable. Interest in art and sclence
. began %o flourish. Painters found a ready market- it was the age of"
_Rembfandt, Rubensiand Franz Hals. Poets became men of.wealth and high
stétiOn; Universities became heavlily endowed. By the middle of the 17th -
Century Holland had become the cultural center of Europe.

| Spinoza'did not share in this wealth. Hls earnings from-his
occnpation as a lens grinder provided him.only enough to pay for the bare
'néeessitieg @f,life. This led him to cdntrast whether one should seek
the goodé of the world or the gdéodly life. He reasoned that these
objéctives.were mutually exclusive- we can't have both. Which should
one choose? To discover the anéwer, Spinoza observed that the objects
desired by nearly all men were:
| (1) Sensual pleasure
(1i) Wealth
(1ii) Fame

He argued that sensual pleasure was delightful but fleeting,
since once exhausﬁed, it leaves one melancholy. The desire for wealth
can never be sétisfied, because the more one has, the more one wants.
The desire for fame is also insatiable and the pursuit of it 1s annoying
sihce those who seek fame have to order their lives according to the
opinions of their fellowmen.

Therefore, Spinoza continued, it 1s wise to forego these cbjective

for they will only lead to frustration and despalir. Having rejected thes
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illusory objectives; Spinoza sought for a new principle. He discusses
his finding in his famous essay "A Short Treatise on God, Man ang
His Well Being;“ and in his book, "Ethies".

| Spinoza declares in thesé works that since man 1s pért of the
UniverSe, any'understanding of human conduct must be based on knowledge
of :ithe Universe 1tself. To understanduthewwniversenWénmust start out

with God. o C, a R IR RSO
o BT SR CRRT (LA S

The God tﬁ;fL§Siﬁéia ﬁf;ed'to know was not the God worshipped
in the churches and synagogues but the elemental substance- the stuff
and essence of all that exists: the thinking world,'the mechanlcal world
and other worlds of which our minds canhot conclieve, These are all éspect
'pf one world. Fundamentally, all things, whether men or trees or stones
or dreams, afe but a part of a single momogeneous reallty and it is
thls reality that Spinoza called "God" (at times he called it nature).
In religious thought, God controls the world. In Spinoza's
thought, God is the world. God is'ndt a spirit hovering over the earth
but - 1is the "idea" of the earth 1tself and all that is in and around
the earth. To pralse it 1s no less fbolish than to blame it. It has
no obiigation to man and 1s utterly indifferent to him. Therefore,
Spinoza concluded, man is no more than a detail in the cosmic scheme.
Human beings have no "free will" but are one wave in an Infinite sea;
whatever one does 1s absolutely conditioned by the waves around him.
Wherein another aspect, man is an Incident only so long as he
i1s viewed with relation to other incidents, but viewed with relation
to the Infinite Essence, he partakes of the freedom of the infinlte
Universe. He is part of the eternal séheme of things. The wave falls,

but the sea remains: the individual must die- in body and soul alike
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but Ged endures.

Once we reallze, Spinoza concludes, that we are a part of nature,
we are saved! We are rid of Sorrow, Despalr, Envy, Terror and other
evil passions. We are what we are and 1t 15 senseless for us to complain
that we are'something else (an athlete instead of a cripple or a genius
instead of.a fool). It is as absurd as it would be for a circle to
compiain because God Had not eﬁdowed it with the propertles of a sphere.

This doesn't mean that we should lie down and accept what comes.
Rather, we must strﬁggle to preserve ourselves and fulfill our destiny.
We must strive for all things conduclve to our ﬁrQServation and self
fulfilimeht;'lf we fail, it is not our fault, for in the economy of
this ordered Universe, it was evidently fated that we should fail (why
we fall, if we ‘do, is only a mystery because we are ignorant of the
workings of the whole Universe). |

The way for us to fulfill our destiny is to be virtuous. To
bé virtuous; is to live 1in accordance with the laws of Nature. He who
fulfills his destiny as a part of Nature will enjoy enduring happiness.
Ineveitably, we will discover thattﬁﬁughpain is not iImaginary and
death 1is not'an‘iliusioﬁ, they are not lmportant.

Since Spinoza had Meatﬁe“anger of many by ruling out the
existence of a Divine Being as sheer superstition, a seditious thought,
he found it necessary for his safety to move to the Hague, which had
become noted as a center of enlightment. It héd a number of the most
eminent scholars and scientists. It also lacked a Jewlsh settlement
for the city had no commercial importance. This didn't matter to Spinoza
since he would not have been welcome in such a settlement. Housing in

the capital city 1tself was too 'Jear for nis meager means, so he

rented a little house 1in Vooruug; about a half hours walk away.
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By day, he would 1abor on ‘his lenses, and by night, usually
from 10 till 3 1in the morning, he workeded on a treatlise later to be
‘_—known as “Ethicg".-With his unfortuante tubercular,heredity, breathing

- glass dust and being ﬁndérnourished from a faulty dlet, it 1s a

 wondér"£hat he survived as longas he did. What he had inherited was
phthisis, a disease which'whén virulent, 1s cruelly enervating and the
| 'whéle'body struggles feverishly to fight it off. Friends offered him
money to allow him to 11vé mOre'comfortébly, but Spinoga refused the
offers; feeling that he could never be happy 1living on the bounty of
others.

By 1665, Holland began to suffer economic reversals and reaction
began to set in the universities, churches and in the Councils of State.
(In 166H.the Dutch possessions in North America had been captured by
the British and the defeat of the navy in 1665 caused hysteria to'sweép
the country). Spinoza was able to weather the adverse coﬁditions by
following the principles he had formulated. He had found that the virtué
of a free man {(by which he meant a man gulded by reason) is equally great
in refusing to encounter dangers as in overcoming them. An equally strong
strength of mind 1s required to réstrain daring as to restraln fear. |

But'despite Spinoza's underQinning, the wave of reaction worried
him and he spent the next four years writing his "Treatise om Theology
and Politics" to combat the bigotry. He felt that the prejudices of the
theologlans are among the chief obstacles preventing men from thinking
clearly and set about to expose them. When the book was publishéd it
shocked most men and filled them with terror. Yet, all the book said

was that the Bilble, as commonly interpreteq caused only mischief, error

and strife.

Spinoza was not "against" the Bible but against the importance
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people attached to it. He believed that it did teach certain moral
ideals which were permanent in their value and universal in their |
appliéation. What he objected to was that the people who made the most
to do over the bible seldom paid attention to those %dealis, but rather
dwelt on the 1nconsequentiai detalls- the incredible miraclés, the
childish allegories and the eiaborate ceremonial laws. The mistake
made 1is that people, rather than seeking to understand the Holy Writ
are content to simply b2lieve 1it.

We owe to Spinoza the development of the principle of separation
of the Church and State. In ancient times it served a purpose to have
people believe that the government deriiwell 1ts authority directly from
the will of God as expressed in the scriptures but such a belief is not
- Teasible or nécessary on aplenlightened ﬁeople. The ministers of religio
have no right to meddle in the affairs of government and governors have
ho right to dictate concerning religious affairs. Spinoza wrote:"Freedom
of opinion belongs of right torall, and the privilege of determining
the articles of faith should be left to each man according to his
capacity, on one being judged pious or impious save by his works.™"

Even though "A Short Treatise on God, Man and His Well Béing" was
publiéhed,annonymously (even the printer left his own name out for fear
of reprisal) Spinoza knew that his riame as the author would not long
remain a secret. Soon, all the learned world read the book. Written in
latin, it was later translated in Dutch and French and presented under
faise: titles. The further it.spread, the more uproar it caused. Noted
pfofessors of theology throughout Holland and Germany denounced it as
a "godless™ document and demanded suppression of the book.

Many edicts were published condeming the book but Spinoza himself
was not molested. Part of the reason was hecause he had many powerful
friends, among them Jan De Witt, then ruler of Holland. Jan de Witt

lost control after his loss in a war with Louis XIV, which later led to
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~ his assasination. After De w1tts death, hils effects were put at auction.
In the auction catalog there was this insertion: Item 33- "Tractatus
Theolgica Politicus" wrought by a renegade Jew together with the Devil
in Hell, and puﬁﬁished with the knowledge of Jan de Witt and his
accomplices.

Spinoza was dismayed by the reaction to his book. He intended the
book only for the philosophical reader and not for the rest of mankind
who are deeply rooted in prejudices embraced under the name of religion;
Now, feeling himself weakened by his afflictions, Spinoza knew that he
must hasten to finlsh hls last andﬁWhétrwés to be one of the greatest
documents, the book "Ethics". To ﬁahy scholars, nothing has been written
sinqe about.  man that has surpassed it. | |

In "Ethics" Spinoza declares that there are'ﬁc concéivable purposes,
no final ends, in the cosmic scheme. Man 1s part of the scheme. He is
so constituted that he must strive for his self preservation. Those
things which furthur his self preservation he calls good, but they are
.not good in any universal or eternal sense. All éuch values- good, bad,
ugly, beautiful- are human prejudices and therefor altogether ralative.
They are not the causes of desire,'bqt the consequences. We do not desire
things because they are good but rathér we call them good because we
desire them; and we desire them because we are so constituted.

He divided all emotions 1lnto two basic forms: active and passive.
.The active are accompanied by pleasure or joy; the passive by paln or grie
When a man does something that furthurs his rregareablon ,which gives him
power, he experiences pleasufe; therefor an emotion is not good or bad
in itself, but only as 1t increases or decreases a person's power. Power
is identical with virtue: "The more a man can preserve his being and
seek what 1s useful to him, the‘greater is his virtue." (Adam Smith may
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have been influenced by Spinoza when he wrote his famous book

"The! Wealth of Nations" in 1776 which contained Smith's exposition

'ion how a person who works in his own interest is led by an "invisible
hand" to promote the general good )
Man, according to Smith, is not naturally good or wicked-
he justﬂnatureiiy:is. With this in mind, Spinoza evaluated the

various emotions or passions:

"Those which give strength, the positive and pleasurable

ones are virtues. (Humility, if it 1is unresonable, is
a defect. It implies absence of power and characterizes
a slave. Remorse 1s a defect: "he who repents is
twice unhappy and doubly weak.)

Above all, Hate is evil, for it is a confession of
inferiority.

Emotions like Modesty, Devotlion, Gratitude and above
all, Love- these are slgns of power and are therefor
S - good

These passions, good or bad, are all reasonless. If
a man is tco be happy, he must coordinate his reasonless
passions so that they become a reasoned element 1in his
life. Instincts by themselves are blind driving forces;
it is the intellect alone that can see and guide. The
man who 1s full of reason does not have to wait for
happiness~ reasoning alone is happiness.”
Spinoza believed that man was not naturally moral but he
1s compelled by the necessitles of life to dwell together with other
men that he 1s relunctantly forced to acquilre morality. That 1t
fellews that man is not born for citzenship but must be made fit for
it. Man naturally believes in might and only because he cannot live

by that bellef That he finally accepts the idea of right. It is
-this - . that drives man to create a government, which is essentially
the guarantor of right, and allows the individual to surrender might
to 1t.

He started toc wrlte on the different forms of government to

determine which could have the most chance to provide peace and
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security but he was to 111 to go on. It was early in 1677, when
Spinoza was only 45 years of age, the phthises, an inherited disease
in his famlly, seemed to grow worse each day. He knew that he was
soon toddle and prepared instructions that in the publishing his
"Ethics" his name should not appear on the book. He did not want
his doctrine to be called after him. It was true and needed no signature
--~-He died' on the 2lst of February of ‘that year.
It was enough that he had written the "Ethics"- the praise of

the future could not add to his Jjoy.
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CHAPTER XVII

~LEWIS BROWNE ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN WHAT
IS A JEW AND WHY THE HATRED THAT HAS

HAUNTED HIM THROUGHOUT HISTORY IN HIS
NEW BOOK, HOW ODD OF GOD.

It is now the year 1934 and Jews feared for their continued
existence.‘Hitler's book "Mein Kampf" which he had written in
1923 while he was in prison, had expresséd hls hatred of the Jews
and had made many believe that the 1113 of the world was due to.
thelr nefarious activities. When Hitler became the Gefman Digtator
in 1934, he prociéimed his "new order" for Europe- the exterminatiocon
of whole peoples. The Jews were the most numerous of thosg'ﬁho were
fo be his viectims. | -
| Adolf Hitler did not intend that the Jews in America should
be spared, but merely delayed his attack. Lewls Browne, among many
' otﬂér ihtellectuals, found 1t odd that God would allow such
hardships to fall on his “chosen-peoplef. If we could understand
the cause of the hatred throughout history, Lewis thought, we may
find the cure.
Lewils wrote furiously, and by May, 1934, "HOW ODD OF GOD" was
in print. Like his other booksihit was widely read, new edition
.were printed 1n May and August of the same year and in several
following years. The book led to open discussions about the Jew
who though despised, continues to survive, but it did nothing to
stop the march of Hitler.
The subject that Lewls scrutinized most was the concept
that ®&Ee 1s a "Jewish race." For years, anthropolgists have
noted that they cannot speak of "race" but only of "ethnic types"”
such as Nordics, Alpines and the Mediterraneans. They found that

neither language, physical tralts or even blood c¢ould be significant
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in detérmining "race". There hasfbeen'sélmuch mixtureréf-péopleé  ‘
on earth (conversions, rapes, conquest and erious cohabitations)
that any purity has long: disappeared To illustrate, Lewls points
out that the blood type of Italian Jews 1is very much that of othef
ITtalians and differs somewhat more from the blood type of a Polish
Jew whose type 1s more identical to other Poles. It is the same
with physical charesteristics.
Granting that the Jew 1is physically and biologically
indistinguishable from his fellow citizens, then why has he been
sb despised? Lewis Browne attempts to find a probable cause. He
starts with the tribe of Judah, one of the twelve tribes of Israei,
which flourished until 587 B.C., when it was overrun by the |
Babylonians. Ten of the tiibes had been dispersed earlier in 721 B.C.
_-_by fhe.Assyrian conquest. After the dispersion, the ten tribes were
assimilated by other peoples. When the Persians conquered Babylonia
1in 538 B.C., Cyrus the Great allowed the Jews of the tribe of Judah
to return to their hdmeland; Jerusalem. The history of
the Jews frbm that time on is primarily the history of the tribe of
Judah.

Thé tribe of Judah had produced the great kings David and
Solomon and moreover 1t was thought that the Messiah would come
from“amdng its members. deah believed the prophets teachings that

'the people must suffer until in the fullness of time, the Messiah
would come to fedeem them. Belleving this, the Jews walled themselvess
in with the Holy Law hoping to preserve themselves for the fateful day.

The Jews would have abandoned their seclusive ways were 1t not
for the:hounding they continued to receive in every place they

attempted to settle, even after they were forcibly made Christians.

The Chuetas in Majorca, who have been devout Catholics since converting
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centurties ago, are still despised by the populace. It seems that the
Jew has not only persisted because of his stubborn will to live, but
1t has served the purpose of the Gentiles to not let him die.

Lewls Browne hit upon the theory that the problem with the
Jews was that they were too much city inbred. He reasoned that if there
remalned any real distinctiveness that set Jews apart, it lay mostly in
the fact that for at least the last fifteen hundered years, fﬁey have.
been entirely city-folk, and alienated from anything physical.

Then, Lewis continues in "HOW ODD OF GOD", the harsh economic
discrimination against which they had to struggle compelled them to
develop what he called "a superior cunning". (It seems to me that
Lewls used the word "cunning" rather than the more descriptive-wofd
"resourceful” since with . many intellectuals, business activity is
held in low esteem). The economic discrimination and their low soéial
status 1éd.the Jews to fields that would raise their status: the learned
- professions and the artistic filelds. If they were recent immigrants
with little education, they would work hard to earn the means to educate
thelr chlldren. Those who did not want or could not succeed.in the world
of commerce or the learned professons, btecame radicalsf As radicals,
they hoped to bring all the.wqud to the same level, which would eradica
the lowly social status they felt.

In a world which s;ill prevailed rural in its life and thought,
the "rich" Jew and the Jew who had attained a high place in the learned
professicn, far beyond thelr numbers in the population, were certain
to stand out as targets whenever there was despalr in a society. Lewls
proposed that Jewlsh life should be de-urbanized and hopefully, that
there be\a profound de-ruralization of Gentile thought.

The Jews have not become rural, not even in Israel. The Gentiles
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‘have become more urbanized since modern technology has reduced
the number of beople necessary to work the farms,'Jews are inter-
marrying with Gentiles at an ever increasing rate, yet prejudige
against the Jews stlll persist. What effect the ever increasing
assimilation of the Jew will have is yet to be seen. The Jews of
Cochin in Southern India, who trace their origin to the time of

- King Solomon, the Jewlsh money changers of Kabul in Afghanistan
and the Chlnese Jews of Kaifeng, have been nearly completely
assimilated. The ease of assimilation for the-Jew, if desired, 1s
for the reason that the Jews are not a race. There are black Jews
1h western India and northern Africa, blond halr and blue eye Jews_
in Europe, America and other parts of the world, and the fact that

~ there has beén SO0 many converts.to Judaism. Finally, what the Jeﬁs
posséssed to make them unique (scholarliness and high motivation) has
been distributed and adopted by many in the civilized world. |

What furthur the Jews possessed that made them unlque was a
belief in one universal God and the moral code that went with_it. Even
many of the Jewish religious ceremonies have been imitated: for-example
the Passover feast which Christianity disgulses as the Last Supper.

- Even the éoncept of the divinity 6f Christ has not been a hinderance
to those assimilating. After all, Jesus was a Jew. For two hundred
years after the fime of Christ, Jews who believed only in the Bible
.liVed side by side with Jews called Nazarenes who also used the
teachings of Jesus in their worship. The Apostle Paul was a Jew
preaching among Jews.

There 1is also a great bond between Jews and Moslems. By the end

of the tenth Century most Jews were living and prospering 1n the
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Islamic world. It was from Islamic countries that Jewish merchants"
entered Europe bringing goods to those forested, backward lands

Thus, assimilation goes on because the world in which‘the Jew
is living 1is assimilated. Churches, Synagogues and mosques are
more clubs than they are places of worship. This does not mean that
hatred has disappeared . It has remained because it serves a pﬁfpose
and becaasea ﬁemories last 2 long time, but it is slowly melting
away because 1t 1s a passion and as man grows in knowledge, it
becomes more and more difficult to justify passions based on false
beliefs.

But we are not ready to end wars. Religious differences is
only one of the many pretexts to justify warfare,_There are battles
even within close families, let alone neighbors énd nations. All the
religiouS'teaching in the world will not end waré; neither will any
weapons. It probably is a condition of life. The one consolation.is

that soon it will not be the Jews who will be blamed.
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CHAPTER XVIII

LEWIS BROWNE " e‘oHTINﬁEs WITH CHRISTIANITY -
"ALL: m;n__q; ‘ARE POS’SIB,_LE“ IS PUBLISHED (1935)

oA,
o _J:.

I hope to be charitable and say that every author is
entitled to one book that doee not measure ‘up to his talents. For
Lewis Browﬁe,'"ﬁll Things are Possible ie surely that one book.

The stury time 15 the period'when Jesus Christ was S
beginning to preach to his rollnwers anhd the place iSnardund ‘the, ﬁ
Sea of Galilee. Our heroine is- named Maryah, after her mother who
died during her childbirth Maryah's father, a dung gatherer wae
not only penniless but ‘Was ugly, very dark and heavily bearded .and

- but with. one eye In his head The other eye had been gouged out.

Htﬂeither wae_Manyah's mnther a beauty."ﬂer body -was gaunt

without4a wife and a curse te.dievwithaut a male heir. When the"y-

child turned out to be a 'fems’la. Istma;ell was thunder &truak and

surrender'the fortrese. But tha 3 s

g acknowledge her as his child Living in such despair, 1t was only
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that Méfyah should search for her only salvation- the promised
coming of the Messiah. With all her heart, she needed to believe.
All Things Are Possible. -

Where there 1ls a need someone will endeavor to fulfill the
need. A few men rose in the nearby villages claiﬁiné to be the
Messiah but‘after arousing hopes and gathering a few believers,
they quickly fagtesi out when 1t was seen that théy could not perform
any miracles. But then & woodgatherer returned to Maryah's village
of Magadala.. and told anétrange story to those who stayed to hear
him out. Maryiah was theﬁ 16 years old, the age of innocende;

"Hear me out," the woodgatherer pleaded."All Kfarnaum gays
he is the Elijah. Even the learned say it. And yet he is but an
unlettered villﬁger like ourselves. A carpenter from a place called
Nazareth. And he 1s young, too. Buﬁ the Holy Spirit is as plain in i -
his eyes as the énarl in an olivetﬁfanch. One 1ook.from those eyes
.and the demoﬂs flee as though pierced with fire!.I tell you, he has
been in Kfarnaum no more than two days, yeét already he has_exdréised
unclean spirits by the score!" _

We are now at pége 39 of ™All Tﬁings Are Possible”. Maryah
cries "Glory to God" and dreams in- fantasy that she becomes Maryah,
bride of the Messilah. She goes in search of the Messiah for the
balance of the book. Her search 15 filled with misery, rape and
torment. When she finally arrives in Jerusalem, she hears that the
Romans have put "Jeshu, the holy one" to death.

Maryah does not believe Jeshu 1s dead."It is a lie!" she
sereeches. "He 1s the Lord's Anointed!"

"Look!"she cries. "He is there! He Lives! I am coming
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Rabboni, wait for me!"

The redééming feature of the book is the plausible events
cited that would lead Pontius Pilate, the Romanigovernor of Judea
to.condémn;Jesus Christ to be crucified. Later Pontius Pilate was
ordered back to Rome to stand trial for cruelty and oppreséion,
particularly that he executed men without prior trial. There is also
an explén&tidn of the role of the money changers whd3sat before
the Temple in Jerusalem. Many came to the Temple to worship from
outside Judea. They brought with them foreign colns often imprinted
with 1mages which the priests ﬁere forbidden to take: The money
changers would change the foreign coins for those ﬁithout images
but would often take an unconsciocnable charge for their service
in making the exchange, parttcularly with the poor who did not
undersuand the vdalue of coins., Jesus, legend has 1t, attempted to
drive the money changers from the .temples.

Perhaps thg disappointment wi%h*"All Things Are Possible" is
- that we have come to expect so much from Lewis Browne. Let's see

what the nest two years will bring.
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CHAPTER XIX

LEWIS BROWNE WRITES “OH.SAY CAN wou SEE'ﬂ
EIS FIRST NOVEL (1937}

It was still hard times. The dapggsaion which had started
o by the plunging of the stock market In;l&%Q“nat only was '
“]continuing unabated, but had become wc@i‘“ ide.»Young women

were begging for Jobs that paid $15 afggak?fd? fifty hour work |
e weeks. Many were so disccuraged that thé& did\nbt even seek work

It was natural for the human mind to conclude that Cap&taif%m

was a failure and to seek a better=etanom1c saiution for mankind

To many of the intellectuals, the3obvious solution was to eall -

 for a socialistic system where'thé means of production would be

i“- owned by the State.. It seemed 1og1ca1 to assume if the State

U

 :(whi@h is the people)&”as the produc&r, every product could be

’?faistributaﬂ te the“aonsum“¢fw1thout the mi@dlemen‘s profit, and

Fffcommand Oppositien:to thewconcept of socialism came primarily

iy F

”from the waalfhy wﬁo feam&@ !b&”f;jy sgd-thax thair wealth would

‘against the saviééiwﬁiah;t The Churcn 1otned 1h the condemmation of
soclalism since cne o 1ts tenets was that religion was the opiate
of the people and the Soviet Union was attempting to be a "Godless
State."

Lewls Browne had visited the Soviet Union and had been

dismayed at what he had seen. On the other hand, it was not socialism
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rﬁhat was a fallure according to Lewis; bup rather the failure came by -~
its.false practice in the Soviet Union. 4
- Lewls Browne contrasfs the'simplicity, dedication and logic
of Ivan to the fraud and waste at the Marine Station. It turns out
that not only 1is there not enough funds at the Station to vay Ivan
five hundred dollars, tut neitner is there funds to properly staff
the place. Only two scilentists are at work and neithe; i1s doing any
significant research. The problem was that the wealthy benefactors
of the Marine Station contributed only for the building of the.Station
but balked at glving sufficient funds fdr its operation. All of the
director's énergy was concentrated on phdying "lackey" to the wealthy,
to induce them to contribute funds. Not only did he act as a "lackey",
but as his name also implies, a "bobttomley". The inference is that
in Soviet Russia scientists do not have to "beg" for funds and money
is spent on research and not merely on buildings.
Ivan discovers$: that there is a great "illogie" in Capitalistic
America:
Most Americans do not understand Communism and fear it. The
ignorant Immigration officer that processed Ivan's entry into

the U. S. was shocked that Ivan confessed tnat he was a Communist,
"and had said it without a trace of shame.
Loy

Americans are very wasteful. The rich live ostentatiously. More
goods are produced than people need yet many are unable to buy
what they need. Shops have too much wasted open space and waste
electricity by staying lit at night even though closed. Billboards
stay brilliantly 1it even when the streets are deserted.

Russians read Upton Sinclair's "Jungle" while most Americans
have not pald any attention to!its social message because they
think Upton Sinclair is a "nit wit radical™. In Russia they call
Sinclalr a "Social Fascist™".

Waitresses have to "jolly the boys" to get bigger tips. This
practice makes them the same as prostitutes.

The large unemployment in America is very 1llogical. Factoriles
are being operated at half capacity. Fully equipped laboratories
have no scientists and outside in the street are sclentists
without laboratories.
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Manufactured goods are made with shoddy materials and are
crudely put together. There is a deliberately planned
cbsolescence.

Specualtion in the stock market brought disaster toithe
American economy. There is no stock market in Russia. If you
speculate there you go to prison.- to earn money you must work
and cannof have another work for you. :

Private property makes the rich richer and the poor poorer.
There 1s no private property in Russia. The people own the
shops and the factories. You do not have to have private property
to make things work. Even in America the Army is not private
propeYty yet soldlers do their duty; alsc schools and roads belong
to the people and operate efficlently.

Americans pretend that they are concerned with the well
being of the young and yet they let little boys wander about
the streets till midnight selling newspapers; and if they are
ilmprudent enough to be born bo.poor parents, they are left to
go ragged and sleep slx to a bed. '

There are many more illustrations Lewis Browne uses thru
the eyes of Ivan to demonstrate that Capitalism has failed to
provide a good sbciety. Ivan is made to say " People don't
change it (in America) because homo saplens insist on remaining'
saps; Capitalism breeds and sustalns and thrives off stupidity."_
It is well to keep in mind that at the time "Oh, Say, Tan You
See!" was publlshed, 1937, the depression that had started in
1929 had even worsened and become world wide. Many were convinced
that : Capltallism was the cause because of the lack of
controls over the economy. PeUple needed the protection of the
government to enjoy a good life.

A great deal of the book, when 1t is not criticising the
free market system, is Hollywood drama. This is not surprising
since Lewis lived amidst actors, actresses and screen writers.
One movie company actually bought an option on the book to make
it Into a movie. The political climate, which was hunting out

Communists, discouraged the movie company from going ahead with

the enterprise.

The drama develops when Ivan Feod'rovitch Krassnaumov is
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introduced to the rich who are protrayed as largely fools,

decadent, dissipated and debauched; very much in the image of the
Russian aristocrécy before the revolution. The only "sane" member
of this'group (rich because of marriage to a wealthy wife) is a
scientist named Renbow, who seems to represent the thoughts of Lewis.
Renbow tells Ivan that there are many misguided Americans who visit
Russia for five days and then come home raving that 1t's the
Kingdom of Heaven, but never look underneath the surface. As for
himself, Renbow says that the only way a scientist in America can
avold poverty 1s to marry a rich wife, which he was fortunate to do;

At one of the parties of the rich Ivan meets the beautiful
and sensuous Carole..She is married but since her husband usﬁdily'
drinks himsief to a state of deep stupor, she has plenty of time
to fool around. Carole and Ivén have a hbt romance for about ‘forty
pages. The fomance continues unabated and undiscovered until Ivan
gets himself in real difficulty.

When Ivan had arrived in America, he had been befriended?bj'
a taxicab driver. The taxi driver is deeply in 'love but is unable
to get married because of his low income. The girl he is in love with,
Patricia Kelly, bécomes pregnant. Patrilcla, 18 years old, decides to
have an abortion. 1Ivan is shociéﬁ to learn that having an abortion
performed by a physician, or anyone else for that matter, was illegal
in Amerlica. It was perfectly legal in Russia and 1t was frée. Patrigie
and her lover could not afford to even.have an illegal abortion by
a physician, and attempts toc abort the pregnancy by herself. The
attempt leads to her death. A book on bilology which had illustratilons
of the female anatomy was féund beside her body.

The biology book is traced to Ivan and he is charged with

having commltted the abortion. Here 1s contrasted the abusiveness’

and incompetence of American police with the highly trained Russian
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counterpart, the American police coming out a poor second. This

was a good place to end the novel. Ivan had had it with America;

no real chance to do scientific research, and beautiful but unreliable
lmistfesses. On thé other hand, Dr. Lackey'and the police have had
'enough of the Russian communist. An offer 1s made which Ivan

-.cannot refuse. He is offered paSsage_back to Russla 1f he departs
immediately, withrall charges beilng dropped. Even though innocent of
the criminal Chargés,'Ivén happily accepts the offer.

The book, as with Lewls Browne's other books, was an
immedliate success. It had to be reprinted in the very first month
of its publicatiop,_The option on the book mehtiohed was made by
Metro Goldwyn Mayer Studioc. There were many later reprints,but yet
its 1life came to a near.end when the Soviet Union shocked the world
in August 1939 by Signing a non-aggression pact with Nazil Germany.
The pact_freed Germany to attack Poland, an aét that precipitated
World War II. o

But Lewis Browne was now more in demand as a lecturer than
ever. There was naturally a tremendous ihterest in the new European
‘war that had flared and seémed likely to consume the world. What
are the Nazl's like, people wanted to know. Public lecturers such

| as Lewis, who had studied history, had traveled and seen things first
hand, had close ties and communications with Eurcopeans, were ldeal

'persons td supply the hunger for information. Unfortunately, the
listeners listened ‘but did nothing about the warnings of the.in
impending Nazi destructiveness.

To this date, 1937, Lewis Browne has been a prolific writer
author: "Stranger than Fiction"(1925; "This Believing World"(1926;

"That Man Heine"(1927; "The Graphic Bible"(1928); "Since Calvary" (193:
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"Blessed Spinoza"(1932): "How 0dd of God"(1934;"All Things Are
Possible" (1935; and "Oh, Say, Can You See!"™ (1937).Nineibooks,:
21l highly acclaimed, in a spéce of eleven.nyears! Then there was:a
lapse of five years beforé another book is publlshed.

What went wrohg? Perhaps nothing. Pérhaps Lewls needed t
time to think; Nazlsm was gaining strength and Lewls was pleading
for preparedness,ﬂbusy with lectures and involved with Upton .
Sineclair and.Siﬁclair's movement to end poverty in California.
Predictably, the neft book was "Something Went Wrong". But before
we see what went wrong, we will tell something about two friends of
Lewls, Upton Sinclair and H. G. Wells, who giagéa?aﬁnf&partaﬂtlrnie i

.E-.awrse st1xtez
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CHAPTER XX
H.G. WELLS AND UPTON SINCLAIR

We can learn a great deal about Lewls Browne from the‘cbmpany '
he kept, since our friends are often mirrors of ourselves. His friende

Upton Sinclair and H. G WE

Ids, were two writers who had made a great
impact on American and Europ an . thought literature and politics. |
By the time Lewis first Met H, @. Wells in the eariy thinties,

Wella had 1ong established himself as one of England's most popular

and prolific uriters He had invented science fiction by combining

his acientitgcﬁwanderings to the fiction formuia oftxhe day._He wrote

-

“‘.

had Sidney W%bb‘ang Genrgeinernard Shaw as membere) was not the only

link betweeg,hiwis and Wells Wells hooks were~filled with attacks

ﬁH% "'on conventlunal marriage, demands fcr female equality and praise for'"

free lcva, ali metters that were" Hear to Lewis s afimsl:. Lewis also
I adﬁired the t&ct that though Wells had made a dramatic climb in 1ife
¥ from a humble background, Wells always remained ‘the. 1ower clase
upstart to his detractors '

H.G. Wells was born in 1866, thirty one years before Lewls. His
father.was a shopkeeper and his mother had been a lady's made prior
tonher marriage.:Wells would have had a 1ife of drudgery had he not
won a science scholarship. He married at an early age, found life a

bore and abondoned his wife and his teachlng job. He dld not run away
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/h%%%%%. He ran away with one of his pupils whom hé later married.
-He became.a Journalist and writer. His first novel, "The Time
Machine" was an enormous success. Wells again became bored with his
marriage but instead of leaving his wife as he had ddne in ‘his
previous marriage, he took on one mistress after another. He
tried.to make his actions seem virtuous by advanecing the notion of
'free love' as a social ideal. Jane, his second wife, was very
devoted to him and tolerated his infidelities.
Wells had two sons with Jane and fathered an illegitimate
: daughter, when, in 1912,he met a'young writer, Rebecca West. This
extra marital.affair.lasted ten years and produced a son, Anthony
West . Acéording to Anthony, the affair was so full of bickering that
Wells would have done better had he stayed home with his wife and
.his two 1llegitmate sons. Rebecca West as well as her son Anthony
- went cn to became famous novelists. |
AlthoughlLeWis shared the 'advanced views' of Wells, it 1is
doubtful that hé'practiced what he preached. This was perhaps partly
because of his painful arthritie conditiqh but most likely because
gf:his cultural background. He was very close to hisg parents until
- his marriage to Myna; and very interested in the welfare of family
members. It is interesting that Qells, sharing the same 1deals, was
a_wiid one.aTwo wives; two mistresses by whom he fathnered children,
tWo other mistresses of long duration with whom he guarrelesl more
than he did with any wife, and a few short love affairs.
Wells claimed that his lovenaffairs provided him with "the
inecidental refreshment in life that is necessary to a man's well
being as food and rest".. It is hard to reconcile this statement

with Wells' description of one of his lovers, the novelist Dorothy




‘Richardson, as being "most interestingly hairy', and was equally
unkind in his description of his other lpvefs.

He described them all as liars, drunks, butting on false airs
and betraying him wlth other men. It was really only with his second
wife Catherine (whom he called Jane because he disliked her given
name)} that he realqu?ugge romantiéized woman he always sought. She
was the lover who lured him away from his first wife; bore him'two
sons; kept hls house; managed his business affairs; tolerated hls
philanderings and sustained him through the lowest points in his

career.

There probably would not have been the close assoclation
between Wells and Lewi; if they had met when Wells was a young man
(assuming both were of the same age). When they did meet in the
early thirties, Lewis was still 2 young man and Wells was in his
sixties, and had simmered down in his love affairs but not in his
deslre for social reform. Throughout the thrirties, Wells and Lewils
were deeply involved in calling attention to the storm that was
driviﬁg civilization on 2 suicidal course. Both advocated for a
strong.League of Nations to establish just rules for the world and
to find some solution to the dangérous division between state
ownership'andrCapitalism; and finally to deal with the mesnace of
Nazism:

Wells continuéd to write durinz - those turbulent years. He
oroducad "The Outline of HIstory"(1920); "The Science of Life" (1930);
"The Work., Wealth and Happiness of Mankind"(1932): and in 1934,
"Experiment in Autobiography". His mind was always teeming with ideas

and the need to awaken mankind to the instability of the world order.
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Upton Sinelair, to whom we wiil now devote our attention, was
also considerably older than Lewls Browne when they developed thelr
assoclation. 1In the same year that Lewis Browne was born, 1897,
Upton Sinclalr was 19 years old and had graduated from thé College
of the City of New York. In spite of the age difference, at the
time they met in ﬁhe early 30's, they were destined to have a close
relaﬁionship because of the mutuallty of their political objectives.
The objective was té eliminate poverty and inequality through a
soclalistic system that would ensure 'economic justice'. The
inequitable distribution of wealth was considered as morally
unacceptable as ldng as'sociéty'included pocr and homeless people.
In thelr minds, Capitalism was to blame.

Unlike Lewls Browne who had come to America as an immigfant,
Upton Sinclalr was a third generation citizen, of disﬁinguished
but improvished parents. Members . on his fathers side hdd served
in-the wér of 1812 as naval officers, salled to Japan with Perry
in the 1850'8 and had taken part in the battle between the Monitor
and the Merrimac as officers in the Confederate Nawy. On his mother's
side, he could | boast about an uncle, John R. Biand, founder
of the United States Fidelity and-Guaranty Company. |

These.filne ancestors did not put any money'in Sineclair's
pocket. While attending City College in New York Sinc¢iair supported
‘himself énd his wldowed mother by writing jokes and doing literary
hack work. Thén, during four years of graduate work at Columbia
University, he continued to support himself and his mother by writing
nearly one hundred nickel novels.

His first successful novel, "The Jungle" brought fame and
fortune, but the fortune was quickly spent. The book told about the

deplorable conditions in the Chicago stockyards.through the life of
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of Lithuanian immigrant family employed there. The main character,

Jurgis ﬁudkus, 1s the only family member who is able to survive the
terrible life’they led, At the end of the novel, Jurgis finds hope

as he finally joins the Socialist Party. |

The book was intended to provide sympathy for the stockyard
workers; but instead it only brought passage of food inspection laws.
Upton Sinclair sald at that time,"I aimed at the public's heart and
by accident I hit it in the stomach". Tt was fortunate that the
book was published, since it had been rejected by every publisher
to whom it had bheen presented until Upton used hié.own funds to
publish the story. Upton spent the fortune he made on the bock
to buiid Heiicbn Hall, a ccoperative livihg venture that was
eventually abandoned.

The economic crises of the 1330's led Lewis and Upton to
join.fbrces. Lewls-assisted Upton in popularizing EPIC (End Poverty
inJCalifornia). The plan was to reform the economic system in
California by introducing socialist solutions. Upton campaigned
for the governorshlp of the Sfate £0 carry out the plan and Lewils
dcted as his writer and handled the public relations. Lewis also
gave speeches and persuaded many po er-lorse Sinclair.

Intellectuals were largely s;pportive of Upteon Sinclair's
intended ré}orms tB reédistribute the wealth and for 3State ownership
of the means of production. Also included in the program would be
rent controls.and plans for full employmént. Sinclalr and his
followers were far more radical than even Franklin Rocsevelt. When
Franklin ranﬁfogbe rreslidency against Herbert.Hoover in 1932 they
called Hoover 'the great glum engineer from Palo Alto' and Rcosevelf

-

'the laughing boy of Hyde Park' and supportec William 27 FdstéP; the
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Communist Party candidate. This g}oup of intellectuals included such
notables as Theodore Dreiser, Sherwood Ahderson, Erskine Caldwell,
Edmund Wllson, John Dos Passos, Ling82in Steffens, Malcolm Cowley,
Sidney Hook, Clifton Fadiman and Upton Sinclair. They jointly

signed a letter stating "It is Capitallsmnwhich is destructive

of all culture and Communism which desires to save civiliizationm.and
its cultural heritage from the abyss to which the world crises 1s
driving it!"

Lewis Browne declined to sign the letter. Although he also
believed that Capitalism was ruining the world, he wanted certain
freedoms such as speech and the acquisitidlof modest wealth to be
retalned. He even falled to support‘Nbrman Thomas; the Socialist
candidate. Intellectuals who supported Norman Thomas included
Reinhoid Neibhur, Stuart Chase, Van Wyck Brooks, Aléxander Woolcott,
Edna St. Vincent Millay and Paul Douglas, a popular professor of
economics at the University of Chicago. Thesenintellectuals who
were supporting either the Socialgst or the Communist candidate
were such influential wrifers that it 1s aamazing that the free
enterprise system has survived (although it has been drilled full

LN

of holes) and is now gathering more adherents world wide.
The)intelleétuais believed (and most still believe) that the
- United States is two nations- one of the rich and privileged and
one of the poor and powerless. There were several events that
crystallized this image. Notable among them was the execution of
the Anarchists Sacco ahd Vanzetti for allegedly committing murder

during a robbery in 1920.

Nicola Sacco and Bartolmeo Vanzetti, Itallan immigrants and
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poclitically anarchists, were indicted for the murders of a
paymaster and a guard during fhe robbery in South Braintree, Mass.
At the trial on July 14, 1921, a jury found them gullty. Immediately,
there were world wide protests, accusing the prosecutor, Judge and
jury of préjﬁdice agéinst the defendants because they were Anarchists.
This c¢riticism seemed to be vindicated when four years_iater, a
condemned c¢riminal, Celetino Maderios, supplied credible evidence
that the robbery had been committed by a group known as the Morelll
- gang. |

An appeal was made to the Massachusetts Supreme Court for
the trial to be reopened. The Supreme Court had to deny the appeal
since 1t only could do so with the consent of the trial judge.
Webster Thayer, the judge,refused to give his approval. Tﬁo years .
later, Sacco and Vanzetti were sentenced to death and executed.

The execution and even the prison sentence could have
been avoided. After the Supreme Court denied the chance for a new
trial, an appeal was made to the governor to exercise his power to
pardon the prisoners. Governor Fuller refused to pardon them.
Fearing political reprecussions, the governor formed a committee

among them,

of outstanding citizens,/A. Lawrence Lowell, president of Harvard
University’, Samuel W. Stratton, president of Masspchgsetts Instlitute
of Technology. and a former judge, to review his refusal of clemency.

The committee upheld the governor's decision. The Sacco
Vanzettl execution becameta’'cause celebre' for the intellectuals as
proof bf the evils of Capitalism; the poor are powerless. Iﬁ 1927
Upton Sinclair wrote a novel, "Boston" based on the case, Fellx
Frankfurter wrote his "The Case of Sacco and Vanzetti". The cause

did not go away. TFifty years later, Katherine Ann Porter wrote
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yet another indictment of the executlon in her book "The Never
Ending Wrong". The never ending clamor led the then governor of
Massachusetts to 1ssue a proclamation that Sacco and Vanzetti had
been improperly tried. The clamor of those who disapprove of the
Judicial system claiming that 1t only serves the rich and powerful
did not stop. As for Sacco and Vanzetti, the proclamation came
fifty four years ans'forty flve days too late.

Upton Sinclalr lived to see the proclamation. Lewis Browne
did not, having predeceased the event, but that was not the way
Upton and Lewls had planned their lives. The older Upton was

supposed to go first.
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CHAPTER XXT
WHO WILL WRITE UPTON SINCLAIR'S BIOGRAPHY-
LEWIS BROWNE OR 'THE YOUNG UPSTART' IRVING STONE?

Beilng nineteen yeers older than Lewls Browne, Upton Sinclair
naturally presumed that he would predecease Lewis Browne. Lewis,
Upton s closest . friend and collaborator appeared the logical heir
for the task of writing Sinclair 8 biography. In many conversatilons
together, Upton assured Lewis the literary rights to the blography.
A youhg'upstart', Irving Stone, whose first two books showed a great
deal of promise, cajoled Upton to give him a letter for the literary
rights to Upton s biography

Having second thoughte siﬁee-the-ieeter would deprive Lewis of
the same,promised right, Upton sent Ir#ing-Stoné the following letter
which tells us e.great deal abeut Upeon'ehat we do not learn from

his books: o : :
January 26, 1949

"Mr. Irvihg3Stone, o
Van Nuys, California-

My dear'Irving;

I have to lay off from my work on my novel this
morning and write you a long letter. The reason for it will
be apparent to” you in due course. I think you hawe a right
to know theTfacts fully and~09mpletely.

First I am going to tell you about my wife whom I
think you do not understand very well at present. She has
stood by me through more than twenty-five years of many kinds
of hardship for which she had no training. We have been poor
nearly all the time, and often almost hopelesslr in debt. That
is to say, I have over extended myself again and agalin, and my
wife has had to earn money by buylng and selling real estate,
preparing boocks for Mrs. Gartz, and in many other ways which
involved the greatest strain upon her strength that she could
bear. This is an old story, some of which you may have read in
my books.

Some ten or fifteen years ago my wife's health broke
down completely and the doctors persuaded her tethave all”ner
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teeth taken out. It was, I.am convinced, a blunder, and it has
proved a calamity, for she has never been able to get dental
plates to fit her. She has tried five times, spending large sums
of money, and finally had to give up in despalr. She cannot wear
a lower plate at all; consequently she never goes out at all and
only occasionally sees a friend in our home.

Some eight or nine:.years ago weybedsme :lnvolved inthe -
Eisenstein plcture mess. I don't krow if ybu knew anythingnabout

(Continued next page)
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the story. I will merely say that Eisenstein hated his
government and had only one ldea and that was to stay in

Mexico until he could get a big contract in some caplitalist
country. After he had lived off me for fourteen months, and

we tried to bring him back to cut the picture, the United States
government would not let him in. We made arrangements to have
the picture cut in Moséow, but the Soviet people in New York
11ed to us and broke their agreements with us, and we had to
bring the fiim: back to Hollywood and have it cut ourselves.

It was not our property and we felt morally obligated to protect
it for the benefit of the friends whom we had presuaded to

put money in it. For two or three years after that we were

the target of every kind of lntrigue of youwg Communists and
pretended Communists, and left-wing art-lovers who took 1t as
their mission in life to get the film away from us. I could
write a book telling you all the stories of the various dlsguises
under- which theyapproached us and the web of intrigues which
they spun. They did not get the film, but they managed to
develop in the mind of my wife something of a complex on the
subject of young left-wing intellectuals trying to get hold of
her husband. In the course of my siege I had two breakdowns

on health. Both times I nearly died, and I am quite sure that
both times it was Cralg (hisuwifejywhoisaved my life.

Instead of giving her a chance to rest and get over the
great strain, I plunged into the EPIC (Eliminate Boverty in
"California) campaign. It would take another book to tell anyone
‘what that meant to her. It was as i1f she had seéenume drifting
over Niagra Falls. We were both quite sure that if I were
elected I would be killed in one way or another, and my wife

"died a thousand deaths during the campalgn.

I have told that story, but I have never told anyone
about the two or three years subsequent to the campaign and
the endless treacheries and betrayals of which we were made
the vietims. The tireless intrigues of the politcians to break
up and destroy the EPIC movement, and to get me to endorse
this and that person whom I was supposed to trust, and didn'¢.
I was obliged to take two leng motor tours to earn part of the
money to pay off the debts of the campaign. Understand, for
fourteen months I had earned absolutely nothing and kept
four secretarles working all the time. I had $15,000 to earn
when the campalgn was over, and I suppose I had to read more
than a dozen letters a day from persons who scolded me for
retiring to write books, and who tried to draw me into this or
that political actlivity. My wife accompanied me on the motor
trip because she was unwilling for me to take the trips alone,
and as we had several break-downs and one smash-up, you can
understand that she got no rest out of that. She never knew
whether I was golng to be mobbed at some of the lectures--all
gorts of things have happened.

Immediately after the EPIC campaign my wife put up to

me the question whether I wanted to be a political leader or
a novelist. I faced 1¢ and decided for the latter, and I made
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my wife promlses accordingly, and she has a rlight to demand

from me the long rest which she has earned, and I have promised.
We have spent a long time getting our debts pald and this old
ramshackle home in order so that we can be comfortable in it. Now
the rest is due.

: But it 1s a difficult matter, because people are still

after us 1n great numbers. There are letters and telegrams every da)
all kinds of calls and demands. Just now there are two young
intellectuals trying to get the Eisanstein fillm. One is a local
man who wants to cut a picture; the other has come from England
and talks about buying the film. We do not know anything about
either, and to check up on theilr stories is a labor which
interferes with my wife's rest and my writing. These and other
persons besiege us in the old time way: that is, they get
introductions, they send friends to us, they telegraph, they

show up on the front porch without appointments. Other persons who
cannot get 1n the front door climb the fence and and come to the
back door. Just for example, I will tell you what happened the
other day.

. The publisher of the Santa "Register" and several other

neWSpapers had been corresponding with me about an article of

mine in the "American Mercury". He 1is acuaehement anti-Soclalist,

and wrote me a lot of questions, and I finally wrote him that I

hadn't time to answer bhem.iThéhohe wanted to come to.my home and
... pay me to answer his questions. I suggested that he might pay me -

by bringing a stenographer and putting the questionnaire in pamphlet

form. So he comes, with some forty questions.designed to put me

in the hole. After spending two hours trying to get me to answer

them thei way he wanted.'them and not the way I wanted them, he flew

into a furious rage and called me a liar and a erook, and so on.

I laughed it off, and my wife, who was present, managed to smooth

him down. We are now waiting to see what 1s to become of the notes

which he carried off. It does not worry me, but it does worry my -

wife.

Now I come to the case of a young writer named Irving Stone.
I admired your two books and you suggested that you would like to
write a blography of me, and asked me for a letter giving you access
to my papers . - ., after my death. I gave you the letter.
Then you asked ko bring a typewriter and ask me questions and take
notes. I have not told my wife about glving you the letter, but I
had to tell her about thils latter purpose and naturally.she wanted
to know about you. I had told her about your experlience with Charmi:
London, and my wife was disposed to see Charmian's side of the case,
because it fitted in with her experilences of people trying to get
things out of me. She asked that she might hear the interview, and
I of course agreed. My life for twenty five years has been her life.
Nobody could write 1t without including her, and she has a right
to have Jjust as much to say about 1t as myself. I did not tell you
that she was in the next room because I had no ldea of saying
~anything to which she would object, or that you would say anything
that she was not supposed to hear.
| whaj-

You came and started immediately upon the subject ofﬂﬂ*ﬂfﬂ
called "sin"---my sins, to be exact. I have Mowe that I would not
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" tell the world, but my wife was raised in the South and has a
somewhat different code.

I had not been prepared for this line of gquestioning, and

I tried to to change the subject. But you would not have 1t, and
kept coming back to the question--~"What about sin?" Naturzlly,
it made my wife extremely angry. You wlll understand better if T
tell you that a young EPIC worker whom I had helped and befriended
in many ways, repald me by writing a scandal story of me, wholly
fictitious. Word came to us about 1t from several friends, and we

. sald that the young man could go to the devil, and apparently he

- has done so. Another prominent EPIC was close to starving and my

- wife gave him $50. After the campaign he used thils as a basls for
claiming that we had promised him a salary, and he sent a lawyer
after us with his claim which hadn't the slightest basis in fact.
I finally arranged tdfhfm.$35 in order to keep from being bothered
any furthur. I could tell you fifty storles like this, all of
which played their part in my wife's attitude toward young left-
wing intellectuals who come to her husband and ask for thils or that.

I tried to get my wife to understaﬁd you better, and so I-
invited you and your wife to spend an evening with me.

Of course you could not know what the name of "Qlson" means
to my wife and me. I have never attacked Olson, but in order to
avold doing so I had to make a hard and fast rule never to mention
his name. The 1little bit I will tell you here is confidential.
Immediately after November, 1534, Olson set out to wreck the. EPIC
movement, using inderendent ¢il money to buy up many of our most
capable leaders, and those whom he could not buy he drove out. He
raved over the telephone to both my - wife and me, declaring, "Dick
Otto must go". This after I had macde him state chairman instead of
- Dick Otto. All during Olsen's campaign for the nomination 1t was
" exactly like the days of the Elsensteln plcture---both my wife and
I were under siege-and innumerable devices were used to make it appear
: I was supporting Olson. The Communists of course were:supporting
him, and I consented to let two Communist leaders visit my home, and
immediately afterwards I learned.that they had misconstrued certain
statements of mine and were putting me iIn a political position which
I was wholly unwilling to take. This again is a long story, and I
can only give you you a few hints. Suffice 1t to say that thils
‘mention of Olson to me meant to my wife that somebody was trying
to get me to say somethling which could be carried off and quoted.
I do you the honor to believe that you had no such purpose, but the
fact 1s that you spent part of the evening with us trying to persuade
me that it was my dutv to support him. When my wife tried to change
the subject you brushed her impatiently aside and pursued your
questioning. From long and painful experience she had been forced to
adopt an attitude of resistance to those who try to brush her aslde.

You can now see the sltuation wilth regard to that letter I
gave you. If I should die and you should present that letter,
my wife would feel that I had dealt wilth her unfairly, and it would
wound her deeply. I owe her more than I owe anybody else on earth,
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and for this reason I am asking you to return the letter to

me so that I may destroy it. If I die, the papers willl be the
property of my wife, and anyone who wants to write about me willl

_ have to make terms with her. That may seem unfortuante to you,

but I believe that I am correct in my bellef that my life 1s her
life and that she has exactly a fifty percent share in it. That is
true under the Californis community property law, and I think that
it is equally true under the moral law. '

- Let me tell you bhat several years ago Lewis Browne asked
me if T would Iike him to_write & biography of me. I answered, yes,
of course.(italiics added). Lewls did not mention the subject again
and I did not feel that it would be good taste of me to broach
the subject again. When you asked for a letter I gave 1t to you.
Subsequently Lewis told me that you had told him about it, and as
T did not want him to feel .hurt, I explained the circumstances and
offered.to give him a.letter of the same sort. I am also sending by
this mall to ask him to return it also, so that you will stand upon
an equal footing in this matter.

I expect you to show an understanding attitude and not be
hurt by this letter. I have done you the honor to tell you the
exact truth, and as a blographer, this will some day be useful to
you. If you ever read the full story of my experiences with a whoite
string of people who have abused my confidence, you will be better
- able to understand my wife's present attitude. '

Assuming that our friendship 1s to contilnue, let it be by
mail for a while untilumy wife has had a chance to rest, as I have
promised her, and to recover from a desperate case of nervous ¥
exhaustion and what, if it were a war case, would be called shell
shock. I have started this writing of what I belleve wlll be my
longest novel and what I believe will be my best. That 1s my real
job which I sure you will be glad to have me do. If you would be
interested tq r ag a chunk of it now and then your crticisms would
be of grea‘teg)& mMe. I will be.always lnterested to know what._you
are doing, and if I can help you by reading your manuscript I am
at your service. You will always have my best wishes for success,
and I will do anything I can to promote your work. As you know, I
wrote a letter to "Time" about “Sallor on Horseback", but they d4id
not publish it.

Sincerely,
Upton Sinclalr.
It is easy to see from the letter what makes a novellst.
Upton Sinclair used 2000 words to tell Irving Stone that his wife

found him disreputable and thereforet%hould return the letter

of cangzent regarding Sineclair's bilographer to be. I believe, furthur,

that the making of.a'novelist'requires a certain amount of naivete,
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Upton Sinclair had a big dose of naivete.'Not only did he
believe that if elected governor of Californla he could end poverty, but
he also believed in occult'powers;-that some persons could recelve
messages f?om the dead. He voiced a great deal of displeésure with
Lewls Browne whenilewis-%o0ld him that Ford, a psychometrlist, was a fﬁaud.

Ford had "preved" his occult powers to Upton. In a letter

to Lewis, Upton gave the following‘evidgqce:

M e ..you have Craig's (Upton's wife) confidence- even
if you do not belleve in telepathy! (This confldence was to assure
Lewls that he would have access to Sinclair's papers: for the
writing of Sinclair's biography.)

: I was very sorry that you cut Ford off before he had quite
fairly started on his experiment of psychometry.....For instance,
he gave the other evening a message whlch purported to come from
Meta, my former wife....the message contalned a fact about David's

- private 1life which 1s known to me and Craig, but to very few others..
.+s. fears age at our tests, when McDougall was present, ......
‘he added the fact that when she (Craig) was a child her father had
called her "Sister Phobe". Her father had called her this name for
only a short time because Cralg did not 1like 1t..... And how he -
found out what was in the five sealed envelopes which only my wife,
McDougall and I knew about, 1s a mystery which I am quite sure no
maglician in the world could explain."

-

What further led Upton to beleve in the occult was
determined by the fact that his wife, Cralg, would mystify him
by telling him what he would be drawing, even though he would take
precautions agalinst her observing his work. On the other hand,
Lewis Browne was a realist. It was Lewis's scepticism. that enabled
him to write "This Believing World", how people create what they
want to believe. R

(Upton Sinclai? lived to a ripe old age- he with his wife wrote
_ theirbiography“ih'the year of Our Lord 1986 . In it Ariel writes:.

' "My excitable gallant (. UPton ) fell in love with Norma Shearer
when he saw her on the screen in Marie Antolnette. He sent her a telegram
of praise; she reponded warmly, and invited us to a dinner she was planning
for her Santa Monlca Home.. We begged off, for we had asked Lewils Browne to
come and dine with us that same evening. She suggested that we bring him
with us; we did, and Lewlgstole the party away from Douglas Fairbanks, Sr..
Moss H?t, and my professor by telling his rollilcking stories."
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" and a, few,*“

LEWIS BROWNE ANﬁ MYNA Agﬁg GREAT ROMANCE ENDS
inN |

| The family knew very little about Myna,_Lewis‘i”
- ‘gshe appeared, it was always on the arm of Lewi: Oth;r"than a smile

"n,an idea. Lewls

' ’iwas her protector and her: spokesman All we could say abO“ﬂ her was

,_.ftha; she had flne fsaturearya slender’figura and wore designer clothes

‘ts,She moved gracefully, very mueh like a “Southern Belle". c“"

Perhaps:Lewistmarried her becaus h:hs was 80 much like Mary

’ Cr&ig ximarongn,'she Sonthern selie who'nad married Lewis's’ “close

Tiflf:riend, Upton Sinclatr. Thgr@wuere striking similarities between the

"‘7“quo women. Both. women. were daush#ers of wealthy men, ‘had gpne to

':if’finishing schools_ and were attracted to 1iterary men who were fighting

"::7;for ‘A Caus

But there the similarity ends._ll
Msﬁy

tbeidaughter of a wealthy Mississippi plantation awner the
a f&Mily of diatinguished lineage gave up Dixﬂsland for

'5fYankeeland aristocratic, easy plantabionnlife for the troubléd and ,‘

'ofsometimes dangerous life of a crusader s helpmate Myna the daughter

;of 8 real estate tycoon, merely tr&dsd a life of boredom for an excitmng
ﬂ’travel adventure. The Southern Belle worked side- by side with her :
Socialist husband, shared- hardships and hazards, and even took: her place
j;.in the picket line. She worked on her husband's manuscripts and came

“to know pecople like LeWis Browne, Lincoln Stef’ens, Sinclair Lewis,

Jack London, Theodore Dreiser, Blasco-Ibanez, Walter Lipmann and many
others._ She also worried through the financially disastrous ventures .
with Eisenstein and film making in MexXico, through struggles toigat

publishers for some of the books, and through Sinclair's EPIC campaign
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r's dumer, gwen "‘)"the bowt"
Lewis




for the governorship of California.

'Myna too met the same grest literary figures, but.only as an
awen- spectator. She was treated as an object, a pretty'doll
that was on display. WNot only did she not wdrk on Lewls's
maﬁucripts but 1t 1s even doubtful that theynweré e#en read to herir
Was thls separation from Lewls's lIntellectual life by choice 6r was
it due to chauvinism?

In any event, what has been said thus far about the two wilves
1s what 1s populari;y known'about_them. If we take some of Lewis's
letters literally, Myna was vgry.huch a participant in his

aétivities. The following letter to Upton Sinclair suggests this:

" ' -~ MYNA AND LEWIS BROWNE

Colombo April 2, 1933
Dear Upton,

From the window of this room we can loock ocut on the
Sinhalese peasasts bathing.in the indigo seabut our thoughts
are of you and Craig 1n Beverly Hills. One reason for that is
that we've just received your announcement of the Fox book.
Another 1s that wée've Just come down from Sabarmatl in the
GujJerab country, where we llved for some days in Gahghi'g
"Ashram"- a Sanskrit word meaning monastéry. There his closest
followers live in starkest simplicity, practicing celibacy,
laboring from early sunrise untll dark at spinning and teaching,
and subsisting off a diet of curds and black bread preclsely -
like that given thelr hundreds of coclleagues now 1n prison.

We went there tollearn what we could of the fight for Indla's
freedom-but stayed to tell about Upton Slinelalr. For we at
once discovered you were-judging by the books in the small
library of the Ashram-the favorite author of these people.
Naraindas Ghamd, a nephew of the Mahtma, informed us that
great man had read most if not all &f your works, and was
intensely interested 1n you as a person.

We. travelled 400 miles to Peona in the hope of talking
with Ghandi-his followers :told us to be sure to tell him what
little we knew about you while in his presence-but the prison
authorities absolutely refused to let us come near him. (And
this despite that he had signified his eagerness to see us, and
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that he is supposed, as a "State prisoner", to have the right

to talk with whomever he pleases, American writers aj® an
anathema to the English officials out here.) So we were unable
to serve as self appointed intemedlaries between you two. It .
was our one bitter disappointment on our whole Journey thus far.

We:are well, but very weary after our five weeks in India.

It 18 a cruel land in which to travel- crueller even than China.
- And the persecution of all radicals here is indescribable.

We're on our way to Palestine, where we know we shall feel
more at home. And then Europe-especially Germany-for another
shot of heartbreak.

We expect to be home early in June-Idm giving a course at .
U.C.L.A. on the art of writing this summer- and shall try to see
you and Cralg as soon as possible, to learn how you survived the
quake and the post-Fox tornado.

Until then,
' ‘ Love,

Myna and Lewis

LI I R B B I B B N I A O B B I ]

' This correspondence as well as other letters written by
Lewis to his friends seem to indicate that Myna was an interested
and close companion to Lewls on his frequent arduous foreign
travel. Lewls and.Mynangeldom stayed in the luxurious hotels of
London, Paris or Rome for any long period of time and only when
they were exhausted from.theif 1ooé journeys. Thelr travels in
Europe,n&siauand‘gfrica were_ﬁoStly in areas that were seidom visited
by tourists. As far as we know, Myna was always emotlonally inspiredr
by these adventures-learning aboust. the world.

Then what went wrong with this apparently idyllic marriage-
of a beautiful Jewish princéss and a célebrated author? Neither
Lewls nor Myna ever mentioned to any family member thatlthere was
'anyphing other than love and devotlion between them. The first

and only discussion ©f the end of the romance came in the following

letter:

LEWIS BROWNE
January 27, 1941

Dear Reb’eé?: - | .
I do not know when this letter will reach you, but
14p




I do hope it finds you 1in 1improved health. I have some
startling new's to report- Myna and T have dlvorged this
week. I alone am directly responsible, and for a reason
not easy to explalin. The fact is that I have tired of
marriage because I have felt that i1t has increasingly
interfered with my work. So long as Myna and I were
deeply in love-and that lasted for fully eight years-

we did not notice how different were our fundamental
interests. But during the past two years the cleavage
grew more and more apparent. Myna wanted a normal social
life, and I preferred to sit at my desk day and night.
She was a sport, and never complained, but I could see-
and so could you when you were here last winter-that she
was not as happy as she deserved to be. I tried hard to
change my ways, but never succeeded,

Finally, about six or eight months ago, I came to the B
conclusion that both of us would be happler if we got a
fresh start. Myna 1s wholly fitted for marriage, and should -
‘have no difficulty in finding someone who would be more
appreclative of her capaclity as a hostess and a soclal leader.
As for me, all I want is to be alone.

We are parting in sadness and deep friendship. She is
asking for no alimony and is gdéing to live with her parents.
She leaves for New York on Priday, and will stay there a
few weeks to see friends and try to get over the natural
pain of parting. I have to go there in March, but she expects
to return here then. She will phone Pauline on her way East,
and I wish you would forward this 1etter to Chicago go that
Pauline will know in advance.

Finally, I wish you would explain the situation to Mother.
I am not writing to her about itobecause I do not want her '
companion to break the news. When willyyou be returning to
Portland? I wish I had time to go there but my radio program
“makes ~that impossible. So I leave that Job of explaining to
you. , ' .

I trust you to understand my conduct, and not to blame
me too much. As for Myna, I know you wlll continue to think
of her as one of the loveliest creatures on earth. She made
me ecstatlcally happy for many years, and only my miserable
disposition and cranky passion for work prevented her from
keeping me happy forever.

Love to all at home,
Yours,
Lewls.

We will never know if the above letter was the whole

story. Certainly Myna was very marriageable- she maryied
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 -ff;;§ahford;Lowengaf£; a-fihahcial'tycoon, the minute the divcrce
bééameifinal (1n 1942, Cai1fofnia:1éw_was that divorce decrees

Hbeﬁaﬁé.f;nal aftéf:%ﬁﬁériod of one year). Bawms's'public
respénse to the néws was 'she was a good wife- I hope she wiil
find”happineSSVfor‘the‘rest of her life*.

Buﬁ-what about Lewis's life- was something going wrong?

" He was unhappy with his writing- nothing that he prdduced.aftef
"This Believing World"™ had won the same acclaim. They all sbld”
very well and established his reputation as a solid literary
figure, but were not distinguished enough to earn him the -
coveted Pulitzer or Nobel prizes that his literary friends had

"won._ folitically, liberals were in a mess and even his health
was begigning to deteriorate further. Is 1t any wonder that the

- book he was now writing: would be titled "Something Went Wrong"?
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CHAPTER XXI|/[

"SOMETHING WENT WRONG" (L1942)
evll times

Nothing was géing right. Socialism, as practiced in the

'summation.of:modern Hiatory.

People hungered to understand what had gone wrong with all
the wonderful aspirations for a peac¢ful and prospercus world. The book
fulfilled some of this need. Published 1n early January, 1942, it had
to be reprinted in the same month and again 'inJune, August and December

to satisfy the need for coples. The book's success was due not only to
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Lewis Browne's clear style, but to some new insights as to what

had happened from the revolution of 1776 to Hitler's counter

revolution. _ | n | )
The American Revolution of 1776, according to Lewls, was:not ti

slgning of the Declaration of Independence, but the date of the 8th o

March, 1776, when "in the midst of a small crowd of gaping onlookers,

a pale, sober=eyed Iinventor started up a new machine to pump water

out of the mine near Birmingham, England. He was a certain James

Watt, age 40, tall, sgoop—shouldered; hair prematufely gréy; and

his contraption was an iron monster that ate fire, belched smoke

and pumped 1like hell", | !
It was a revolution in man's way of working. Until the

coming of the steam engine, work was done by man's brawn and taméd

beasts. All the sﬁrain.and sweat could never produce” the steady

supply of food for the ever growing world population, let aloﬁe

fair clothing and shelter. Socieﬁy was.shabby and existence was

harsh because there was not enough goods to go around. There were - -

other astounding inventions in the éame century, but thelr main

source of_motive power had still been Brawn until Watt's inventilon.

Lewis poses the question in hisg pook as to whether we are now free

or is it only that we have the means to be free?

England learned to use the new machines fastest, and becamé
rich and powerful. Yet sorry as life may have been in England befdre
the éoming of the Machline, 1mmediately thereafter, 1t probably grew,
for mqst of the populace, even sorrier. A new ciass of 'slaves! wés
begun and it was not the Capitalist's fault. The Machine was not to |
blame. It was the prevailing state of mind in the world that was to
blame. The millowner, for example, was not supposed to be a philan-

thropist. He was a businessman, and his first duty was to keep his
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charges busy. They contracted to emgty the orphanages of chidren_.
as young as seven years old, hired them at the mill and kept them
at work twelve tc fiftéen. hours a day. In return he fed them with
scraps of watery porridge, and gave them shelter in sheds where they’
slept three and four to‘a bunk. Morever, he was legally free to
hold them on such terms until they grew to the age of twenty-cne.

Child labor was taken for granted as was slavery. Since the'
sugar that was consumed, the tobacco that was smoked, the rumw‘tea
and coffee that was dfunk, and most of the spices that Qere
relished, were produced by siaves, one would hardly_be expected to
protest either slavery or child labor. Even the slaves accepted what
they considered thir fate. Tommy Clarke, aged eleven, testified to
a Parliamentary Committee in 1833:

" 1 go to the factory a little before six in the

morning, sometimes at five, and work till nine at

night.....I earn four shillings ($1.00) a week, but

my brother helps me. I don't give him anything. If it

was not my brother, I'd have to pay him a shilling a

week."

Not every one was pleased with conditions, but just wishing
that there would be no poor would noﬁ make poverty pass away. Roberé
Owen, a cotton industrialist in Manchester in 1813 was more than
Just a dreamer. He bought Qnerbf the largestmlills in Great Britain
that employed some 2000 workers of whom 500 were young children. The
millhands were the terror of the town, always stealing, getting
- drunk, and brawling. Their minds were dull, their bodies were
filthy and their spirits were morose.

Robert Owens was convinced that people were not born vicious, -
but were made so by their environment. There was not much he could

do about wages and remain competitive, but he could accomplish much

in other directions. He renovated the mills, improved the housing,




opened a store that sold good merchandise at practically cost and
established a school for the children of the workers. The school
taught not only reading and writing, but also how to have happy
minds in a clean and healthy body.

The experiment was a huge:success. The educated children
had a greaﬁ effect on their parents. When Owen published a book
on his educational theories in 1813, John Quincy Adams, then the
American Ambassador to London, sent copiles of the book7to the
governors of all the states of the Union.

Having been encouraged by the success at his mill, Robert
Owen concelved a plan that would save the anticipated thousands
upon thousands of willing workers that would lose their employment
by the introduction of machinery that displaced the need for human
labor. The plan was to collect the unemployed in small colonies,
glve them land and machinéry, and then leave them to provide for
thelr own needs. .

The essential part of the plén was fhat the colonies be run
as a collgctivé enterpriie>. The members were to work side by side
in the flelds and shops, live gggether in one group of buildings,
eat at a common table. Life would be so idyllic that before long
even the employed would want to join them. No more would there be
rich and poor andtthe.whole earth would eventually become a vast
éooperative enterprise.

There was a great deal of public support for Owen's pian
untilﬂsome noticed that Owen had planned for all kinds of buildings
but church bulldings seemed to be missing. What about religion, he
was asked? Perhaps foolishly, he agreed to tell them. He hired
a large hall and when 1t was filled, he said:

"My friends, I tell you that the fundamental notions of




every religion have made man....a wéak, imbecile

animal, a furious bigot, a fanatic, a miserable

hypoerite. And should these qualities be carried

into Paradise itself, a Paradise would no longer

be found!"

That finished him with'the pletists who had been the chief
pleaders for the poor and with all other respectable people. Eventqally;'
Owen's movement.acquired a name. It pointed to the bélief that the
sole way to end the woes of the world was thfough social rather thén
individual Individual action. Thus, the name "Socialmah" evolved.

o Robert Owens prediétion of continued mass unemployment as

the result ot'the Introduction of labor saving machinery was not fﬁifille
Graduélly, the demand for manufactured goods began to grow faster and
faster. By 1822, in Britain, new factories had to be erected, deeper
shaffs to be sunk in the mines and mdre ships td be bullit to carry the
extra merchahdise. Individualism seemed the guarantor of prosperity!

The new prosperlty renewed the attention of the world to a
book that had been written in 1776, the very year that James Watt had
installed the first Steam engine, and by another Scotsman, Adam Smith.
The now still famous book.was called "Thé Wealth of Nations"™. Adam ‘
Smith wés a distinguished professorwf moral philosophy. Bome economic
scholars began to adopt his 1deas and to develop a sclence of economics.
(Lewis Browne was opposed to the <deas: of individualism and dismissed
the book as being only an "apology" for capitalism).

It was not only the academic scholars who were delighted with
the theories expressed in the "Wealth of Nations", but also the majority
of mill owners. They were getting opposition from those that waﬁted
soc.ialism and from the landed gentry who favored retaining the feudal

system. Adopting the theories of Adam Smith which were supported by
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scholars of unimpeachéblerintegrity; they were able to say that
what théy were doihg was not alone well for themselves, but also good
for all mankind. |

In reality, the business man was not a_ true believer in the
free enterprise system espoused by Adam Smith. The.free enterprise
system meant free trade, a free market that permitted supply and
demand to determine prices. The role of government was to be liﬁited
to providing for therdefense, protecting the individual's person énd
: property, providing a stable currency and acting as an umpire to
- see that the rules of free'competition were falrly played. It was
not"Lalssez Faire™ (translated as "let ‘er go"). Furthur, merchants
strove to stifle free competitloribyanakth@lliances to control prices,
- raise dutlies on imported goods which competed with theif manufacture
.and attempted to create monopolieg. Merchants were the greatest
profiteers from the free enterprise system and yet its gréatest.
enemies. |

And ever since the idea of the the free enterprise system

has been introduced, the struggle to keep it free continues. Even .
Adam Smith,.the.professor of moral philosophy at Glasgow University,
found himself helpless to.suppqrﬁhfree enterprise when he entered |
government service. His exposition of 'the invisible hand' of
self ihterest that results in benefitting all of soéiety, though
not nécessarily intended, was not implemented by him? His governmént
role.ﬁas as commlissioner of customs and of salt duties for Scotland
in 1777. Not only were the tariffs and dutiles onerous, but there is
no evidence that Adam Smith even proposed their elimination while

he held office. A possible explanation is that he feard for his

poslition if he challenged the vested interests.




In spite of the misgivings and expectations 6f the soclalists,
capitalism was beginning to accomplish asgonishing results. As one
writer wrote 1in 1830: "Two centuries ago, not one person in a
thHumsEnd wore stockings; one centﬁry ago, not one person in five
hundred wore them; now not one person in a thousand is without them!"
This was also true of shoes, clothing, even of books and pens. Men
began to be judged by their worth rather than their birth. And '_ \
there was a'surge of réigtous liberalism, for after all, if a man-
had a right to profit as he pleased, he alsc had a fight‘to woréhip
as he pleased, or even to be an atheist and not worship at all.

But all that glitters is not gold. Smoke and cinders from the
new factories literally buried such towns as Glasgow, Liverpool,
Birmingham, Newcastle, London and many others. Nevertheless, machines
multiplied, goods increased and Britain 'prospered!' though slums
grew blgger every day.

The black life from the smoké spread across Europe and into the
United States. Before 1830 there was no large scale industry in the
States because there wasn't sufficient wealth to buy the machinery
and build the plants, and there was not the cheap labor neceséary té
run the factoriés, and more importantly, there was plenty 6f free land
for those who wanted to farm.

And the black life also progressed slowly.in Italy and Germany
because of the political bickering that had the countries so divided
that businesses had a hard time getting started let alone flourish.
The lordly rulers in those countries did not like anyfhing new. They
loved to quote their 1dol, Prince Metternich, who used to say: "I
detest even every New Year's day because it is new!" In regions farther

to the East, Austria-Hungary, Russia and Turkey, the aristocrats were

145




so well entrenched that industrialism. had no chance at all to develog
| So England was able to maintain the lead, and new machlnes were
invented. Géorge Stephenson developed a sound locomotive and the news
-spread around the world. Even Russia succumbed to what was called the
"iron saﬁbvér.“ Andmsomething new was added. Railways were such_huge .
undertakings that they required investors rather than partners. Pqul
could share in the70wnersh1p of 1ndust;y without bothering with its u.
--operation. For thelr money, they could get an engraved xertificate
and sit back %6 collect dividends or sell the certificate and buy
another. Bonds and shares were called "securities", a very comforting
word. A person living in America could hake himseif a part owner

of a railway'in Germapy, a tea plantation in Ceyloh or a textlle plant
in Poland.. -

The transactions were made through an institution called the stock
‘exchange and the greatest activity was in England where capital was
the most abundant in the world. The boom in the prices of securities
rocketed to the sky and then S M A S H !

The collapse came in 1847, probably started by rumors that there’
was fraud in connection with sdggwof the railway companies and |
everyone rashed to cash in their dares. Instead of fimding buyers
they found mostly sellers like themselves. Capital dried up, forcing
mills and mines and foundaries to shut down, throwing thousands out
of work. The bad news spread rapldly by telegraph wire and swiftly
the banks in Paris, Amesterdam, Berlin, even St. Petersburg, began to
close thelr doors.

A YOUNG GERMAN PHILOSOPHER FROM BELGIUM, WHERE HE WAS LIVING
JUST THEN AS A POLITICAL REFUGEE; WATCHED THE CRASH. HIS NAME WAS
KARIL MARX! HE WROTE:

"Commerce is at a standstill, the markets are glutted,
- 146 :




products keep plling up, hard cash and credit ere gone,

factories are closed...lliquidation follows upon liquidation,

bankruptecy upon bankruptcy....The industrial gallop..

after breakneck leaps, ends where 1t began- in the ditch."

The workers wanted a revolution, even in England. The pOpulation
of England had soared with the coming of the machine and. many "had

former.
become town laborers. Laborers had always been heavy breeders, but /

most of their offspring had died at birth or soon thereafter.' “ hE
Industrialism had created great wealth and some had filtered down.

to advance medicine. Plagues such as'cholera, smalipox and scurvy
had been nearly wiped off and the ships that had sailed off with ~
'factory goods came back laden with agriculture products and meat.

By multiplying so rapidly, the'large supply of labor kept wages
low and the same time, by consuming so much goods, prices for goods
went higher. But from a tame villager, the worker became town folk
and began to_look at the world and their condition. Schools were
still feﬁ (one child out of thirty learned to read and write) and the
Church gave 11t£1e comfort. The best place to pe after work was at |
the local pub where he could get drunk and feel like a lord.

But some workers eought relief from the drudgery of their daiiy
life. They discovered the pamph}ets published by Robert Owen and
others of his kind. Little printing shops in different towns were
putting out pamphlets on "rights of labor", "crimes of capital® and
the virtues of "Socialism".

From these tracts they learned how to fight ﬁhe world. Robert
Owen was persuaded to lead a movement to establish a union and by
1833 he had more than a million members enrolled in one Grand
National Consolidated Trades Union. The workers also began to set
up cooperative stores in ﬁactpry towns. Just as cbnditions were

beginning to improve, came the collapse of the economy referred to
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previocusly (1848). Workers took Jobs for any pay and the unions
crumbled, Workers even began to sack the cities, burn factories and
plunder fine homes. It took the Duke of Wellington and, the troops
called out by Pérliameﬁt £o suppress the outbreaks.

| But now labor leaders realized that violence alone was.not
productive. The workers_had to get the right to vote and cbntrol . )
Parliament. Only the rich had a right to vote (to vote, the male
householder must have a dwelling that had a rental value of at least
ten pounds which waé such a steep sum that only 5% of males qualified
People threatened, signed petitions to make manhood suffrage universa
but nothirg could be accomplished.

It was. different on the éontinent. In France and and Germany
and other lands, the finaricial collapse in 1848 left not ohly the
workers filled with angef, but the burgers as welll They Joined force:
to topple thrones all over the place. The revolution did not last
long, and in six months the old regimes were back in budiness.

On the surface it appears that the failure was due to the fact
that the peasants, who were the bulk of the people, supported the
rulers and the revolutionists he? hardly stormed the first battlemen1
when they began to quarrel among themselves. The Burghers wanted to
abolish feudalism but discovered that the workers wanted more- they
wantéd to abolish capitalism.as well!

Hostility toward Capitalism on the continent. had started even
before the collapse of 1848. In 1817 (the same year that Robert Owen
had sounded off in England) a Frenchman named Claude Henri Saint-
Simon proposed that all means of production should be owned by the
State, and their mangement be in the'hands of artists, scientists

and technicians. That started a movement and a number of rival

movements appeared. The movemeats attracted the eccentrics. Books
. 2
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- pamphlets and journals were published. Fashionable salons were
hired for endless debates.

| Fortﬁnately for mankind, there always scems to be a point
- when things reach bottom and the only direction left is for things
to start going up.again (other than remaining bad). This time the
_ upwafd rise was assisted by a miracle: Gold had been discovered
in California. California began td.yield $50,000,000 worth of.gold
each year and the country went wlld with enterprise. |

 InSt§éd_of the country importing machinery, it started to

make 1t itself. Patents began to be issued at the rate of forty a
week (in 1831 an official of the United.States Patent Office had
urged that it be closed Because "small prdspects remains of furthur
inventionsY. Stockbrokers moved from trading under a tree on Wall
Streét_into grand offices equipped with gilded cuspidors.

| The boom was on. English, French and German capitalists
reached out across the ocean to invest in the growing economy, and
,thé'ﬁoﬁm began to spread to Europe. By 1855 English exports grew
~ to double of what thet were in 1850. Even the Belglans who had
carpets;'laces, crystals, fine ;&gens and coal and iron began to
share in the prosperity. Finally, growth came to the Germans, the
Austrians and the Italians.

It was the "Golden Age" for the middle classes. Theilr new
found wealth set them off on a spending spree. They cluttered their
dwellings with monstrous statuary, gross paintings and tapestries.
Wahtever was bigger and more gllded was better. It was something
that the nobility was gullty of but had outgrown. If the nobllity
" had outgrown thié ostentation, there was hope that the bourgeoisie

would do so.

But the bourgeoisie was ‘also making great achievements.



Feudalism was finished. The state was'converted'from an agency

of restraint to a guarantor of liberty. Women could earn their
support outside the”hbme whichrhearly cracked the age old tyranny

of male over female, and the stage'was set for the.eventual establish
ment of universai education. Even Karl Marx was forced to admit \
that "Tﬁe Eourgeoisie, during its reign of scarce one hundred

years, has brought forth more massive and more colossal creative

- forces than have all the preceding generations put together."

It was not all Karl Marx said. He also said that while they

were great 1in bringing forth forces, they didn't havé the means to
control them. "The crashes of 1816, 1825, 1837 and 1847 would happen
again. It was inevitable." And ten years later, in 1857, it abpears
that Kérl'Marx_was right. In the summer of of 1857 a Trust Company' 
~in Cincinnati folded up from dehts. Ip.wasn't much of a disaster but
it started a'run on the banksrwhich'spréad across the land and ”
over the ocean.

The banks had loaned out so much moﬁey that when all the
. depositers began to demand their money, the banks had to close theip
doors. And frantic people began to dump thelr shafes. Karl Marx was
elated. o

Karl Marx appeared to be a strange :character; his ¢lothes were
always threadbare, and he was disagreeable whenever anyone disagreed
with him. Maybe it was because he was mixed spiritualy; born a bew,
baptized a Christian, and became an atheist. His stomach was wéak
and he suffered from boils, but his mind was fertile with ideas.

Capitalism had a fatal flaw, he argued. The sole aim of Capitali
is to. increase profits, and therefor there is a constant effort to
reduce costs. Labor can be made to work more for less pay but there

is a 1limit: if they are driventoo hard they will either die or rebel
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When'capitalists discover tﬁat they cannot get mpre from thelr workers,
they buy more.machinery. Now they can'produce more goods but workers |
have been'thrown out of jobs and have less money to buy goods. Even the
wdtkérs who have been dlisplaced by the new machinery and find new Jobs
have less money, since in théir eagerness to work, thef usually accept Jjob:
at lower pay. More and more goods and prc ortlionately fewer people \
to buy them. Breakdown in the system was ilnevitable according to Marx.

The ups and doWnércdaid not'cbhtinue. Everytime there was a bankruptd:
the blg capitalist would buy a plant at a bargain price. Evéqtually; all
the wealth would be in fewer and fewer hands and the wealthy would combine
to stop competing and become monopolists. They would put a halt to the

‘_freg,enterprise‘sysféﬁ,“régualte.pfoduction and stabllize prices- profits
. would be éuaranteed!

Even_thét would not last. Accumulation of wealth at one pole would
be matched by'"accumulation of hunger, hardship, slavery, lgnorance, bruta:
- and mental degradation at the_othér." But by that time, the oppressed, who
lived 1n packs in the towns, the proletarians, would be joined by the
bankrupt class. War would break out between the owners and the owned,
and the owners would be swallowed by the owned.

Only the masses would remaih, private property would be liquidated
and with it would go economic anarchy,&social tyranny and the twisted gospe
of religion. And this ultimate democracy would bring forth- Communism!

Karl Marx called himself a communist and not a socilalist. He felt ths
socialists like Robert Owen was guided by his heart while he was guided by
his heéd- sclentific thought. The task of philosophers had been to interpre
the world, and now he thought it was time that they worked to change it.
Deported from Paris because of his active radicalism, he moved to Brussels.
There he met another radical German named Friedrich Engels, and they drew
up a manifesto calling for world revolﬁtion— "The Communist Manifesto'".
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The"Manifesto" was ten thousand words and endéd with : "The
Proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a World
to win. Workers of all countries, Unite!" Hardly had the words reached
fhe printer in Deceﬁber, 1847 when some workers did unite. They threw
up barricades in the streets of Parls and cried, "Viﬁé ﬁa Révdlution!“-\
The revolution quickly. collapsed. Marx left for Germany and here too he
was put to flight. He was now forced to flee to England where the
bouréeoisie that he attacked hadmséb the country the world's stronghold
of liberalsim, and there he knew he7wbuld.be safe!

_ .Bevolut1ons did oceur!liater but notuﬁhe:kind envisioned by Marx.
'”fiﬁ;the_U.S., the northern industrialists, who were recovering from the
panic‘of 1857, were askiﬁg Congress to come to their aid by building
high tariff walls to keep out.cheap merchandise; to lower.immigration
bars to bring in cheap labor; to increase subsidies to exporters; more
generocus loans to extend the railrcads; to establish a national currency
- and to.free blacks so that théy could have a little more money to
purchase the manufactured goods.prdduced in the North. The agricultural
slave states of'the-South;'who*had been able to control the votes in
Congress, felt they were'going to lose control, and decided that their
interests were so radically different from that of the Norﬁh, that they
would secede from the Union;

The Northerners needed the South for its capacity to produce raw
materials and as consumers of the manufactured goods. War broke out to
prevent the attempted secession. The North boomed with the war aﬁd
enabled the Northeners te put their entire economic program on the
nations law books: Congress bullt towering tariff walls; legalized cooll
labor; reformed the banking system; made the pulblic treasury available ¢t

lobbies; and turned black men 1nto customers.
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VGreat things began-ta happen 1n the industrial North. An iron.
f track was lald to the Pacific, bringing with it farmers and miners; silv
-ffand gold were discovered in Nevada, copper in Michigan and 1ron deposits
around Lake Superior.

It was different in Germanﬁ. The money people, the bourgeoise,
destred the German states to be united into one nation. Otto von
‘Bismarck was prime minister bf Prussia. He did not dissapoint the
bourgeosie. First he got the support of Austria to get the Duchies of
Schlesiig and Holstein,‘then forced Austria to agree to Prussian
control of northern Germany, and in 1870 he welcomed a war with France
which géve him an opportunity to secufe the rest of the land. Within
six years,. the kingdoms, duchies and city states, were made into one
empire. Now there could be a free flow of commerce and a uniform
conscript army. _

..Bismarck's 5o11dy was that of blood and iron. The one billion‘
dollar fine he had impésed on France helped the industrial expansidn.
There was not much laissez-faire and labor was controlled but cared for
against sickness and unemployment. Bismarck was a benevoient despot,
which pleased the German capitalis§§ as it brought economic stability.

And 1ndustrialism grew among the nations. With the coming of
electric power (Faraday in 1831 made a primitive dynamo, Werner Siemens
developed a practical one, Nikola Tesla invented the alternator and
finally Edison produced light and power) and the gasoline engine, it
seemed to have no bounds. But the herding of workers continued and
grew to great proportions. As citles grew in population, tenement areas
and factory slums multiplied, not only in European cities, but iIn Osaka,
Johannesburg, in Calcutta and in Madrid.

The problem appeared to be that the wealthy had created monopolies
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whlch prevented the wealth from spreadlng, so the.cry'went out to
"bust the trusts". In 1889 states began to pass laws agalnst combination
and in 1890 Congress itself passed "The Anti Trust Act". The blggest

) trust, the Standard 0il Ceméany, was sued under the new laws end was
dissolved.

But combinations were not stopped; capltalists dombined in "pbois‘
ffede_assoeiatiens, state llcensing of occupatlons such as law, medicine
and even barbering, and goverhmental ageﬁeies wefe set up to control.
the industries. Business men could now produce goods in abundance, but
who ﬁas there able to buy all that was produced?

The solution was to find foreign markets. In Britain, Bejamin
HlerEEi,aJEW Joined the Tories, and when the very common folk were
-enfranchised? the.Tories”were elected overwhelmingly over the Liberals.
With.the Tories in control and Disreeli.in eontrol of the Torles, the
Empire_was reborn.

Britaln bought shares'in the Suez Canal Company, proclaimed
Britaints: queeﬁ Empress of India, and spread to Burma, Malaysia,
the coast of China, Cyprus, Fiji, New Guinea, Egypt, Kenya,ithe Boer
Hepublics and on and on. Imperialism paid off because it created a
market for British goods and openegd.up new sources of raw materials.
Though not everyone was able to prosper from the new wealth, the

- national wealth of Great Britain began to grow ati the rate of nearly
a billion dollars a year.

-Not only Britain, but other nations began t¢ make grabs for new
markets. A great deal of it was 1n the guise of helping the natives; in
the language of the times:"The superior races have the duty of civilizin;
the inferior ones". Even the Russians got into:the act. For three

~hundred years they had been expanding westward into Poland, nothward to
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the Arctic, southward to the Casplan and eastward to the Pacific. Now
they set about to claim contrdl any area wnich could bhe said to be
Slavic in population. They stirred up sedition and war by the Bulgariansl
the Bosniaﬁs, the Moldavians, the Czechs, the Croats, the Slovaks and
the Serbs. | |
The Unilted Stafeé was not napping. Armed Ships were sent to

open up Japan. The venture succeeded in opening up Japan to world tradei
but the result was not what was énticipated. The white man did not go
~in; the yellow man came out! In a little more thanlone genération ﬁhé;il
Japanese learned to do mgny_thihgs;a'little better. They began.to se;i_
- more than they could bé 361d; '

Now Japan learned that to manufacture goods oné had to have
mineral resources and Japan-ldéked these as much as it lacked arable
land to feed 1lts population that had leaped fifteen millipn-in cne
- generation. To solve the probiem, the first Japanese gunboaté sailed
forth to open up the Island of Fprmosa, exactly twenty-one years after
thé first American gunvoats had come to open up JapanﬂFromﬁormosa,
‘then to the Islands, then to Korea and even got as far as China.

The occupation of Ching worrled the Russlans, French and
Germans. Japan was "advised" to réf;eat but was allowed to keep the
Islands she had snatched from China. And other nations began to scramble
for areas with natural resources to control and colonize.

By the time.a new Kalser, Wilhelm II, came to the thrpne 11888)
Germany, there wasn't much more territory to be taken. France's possessi

were three tlmes as much as Germany's and the British had
twelve times more. Wilhelm was determihed tc pursue expansion, forcing
Bismarck, who was considered too conservative, to resign as Chancellor._

It boded 111 for mankind that so many nations wanted tc become emplires
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,_;and desirable land was limited Competition arose and nations began

"lffto team up against each other. Sooner or later_someone_was going to

; go tno :‘far and war would result .

By the beginning of the twentieth century every country felt
threatened and began toarm ltself to the teeth. The armament industry
flourished. At the same time there was a great cry for peace. For
more than thirty years after 1871 there had not been a major war.

All sprts ef'internetional organizations for peace were formed. The
ancienﬁ-Olympic meets (the last one was in 394 A.D.) was revived on
a world series scale in 1896. Behind it all was 1ndustry- the world had
to be kept clear and open for the flow of goods. Even Alfred Nobel the
Swede Wwho had made a vast fortune in armaments, began to support the -
peace movement.

But ‘as each peace.movement failed to receive an accord emong
the nations, the erms race increased. In an age when there was the
greatest amount of freedom the world'had seen and the masses were securin

economic well beling, ave‘t-y dark cloud was forming. "Something was goil g

wrong' Some pacifists, according to Lewis Browne, saw-that it was
warmongering that was at fault and that warmongering had an economic
cause. These pacifists were the soeizlists!

And these soclalists, followers of Karl Marx, had grown to number
over four million in Germany byd1912, a2 third of the electorate. And the
number had grown around the world, even though the brand of soclalism
that was followed may have differed greatly from that of Marx. The reason
- that socialgsts- differed was that much of what Marx had predicted would
inevitably happen Just didn't. The rich didn't get fewer and richer
and the poor did not get larger and poorer, so that the inéquality"

would get too monstrous to endure. The majority of the people

were never better off.
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Perhaps even Karl Marx may have realized that his "sclentific
'deductioné“ about what was going to happen could have exceptions. Shortl)
‘before he died, he made a speech in which he hedged_his"bets: L

"There exist countries 1like America, England and
Holland, where workers may well be able to attaln thelr
ends by peaceful means.” v
_ This thought was gchqu'by a number of intellectuals (among them B

Lewls Browne, Upton Sincléif, H. G. Wells). Some of these intellectualsl
formed the Fabian Socilety, td urge a more realistic approach to
eéonOmic change than a revolution. Fabianism had its counterpart 1n
Gérmany cailed "Revisionism", and in France called "Possibilism".

‘The departure from Marx's teaching reached many lands, with

one exception- Russia! Perhaps the principle reason was that 1ndustriali
did not reach Russia until the 1890's and succeeding years saw

deplorable conditions devéloping. To"the Russians,Mafx seemed right.

In 1905, two Marxists, Lenin in Moscow and Trotsky in St. Petersburg,

started a revolution that erupted into mutiny, pillage, arson and

murder everywhere but soon the revolutionsists argued among themselves

and the Tsar's forces put out the mad fire. |

The socialists now split into _extreme and modkrate factions. The
moderates got into politics, to make reform through the legislatures.
The extremists wanted to foment war, since they felt that the sooner
it came, the sooner there would be a revolution by the proleteriat.

The extremists were right: the First World War came in 1918. Most
people had belileved that war would not come because they thought that
the tremendous arming that was taking place in the nations was making
" war too terrible to be possible. The straw that broke the camel's back
was the shooting of the Archduke Ferdinand on June 28th, 191&- St. Vitus

day. Ferdinand, the heir to the Austrian-Hungarian throne was on a state
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visit to the newly acquired province of Bosnia. As he arrived in the
- small town called Sarajevo, a consplrator named Gravilo Prinstip shot
_the Archduke;_to évenge Serbla's wrong. Nineteen million fell dead as
a éonsequence of that murder.

Thé deed caused Austrians to make demands upon Serbila, causing .
' Serbia and her "big brother" Russia to mobilize, which caused Germany to
‘rush to Austria's side, which caused France to join up with Russia}
which caused Germany to invade Belgium'to get at France, which caused
Gfeat Britain to Join up with France and Russla. Then Turkey, Japan,
Portugal, Italy, Rumanla, Bulgaria, Liveria, and finally tﬁe_United
States to get into the act. All over the world, men dressed up in
unifofms_and went out to kill each other. L

Aftef the waf came revolution. Kerensky, a lawyer, ﬁas put at
the head in Russia,ygﬁe continuéd?fighﬁing*which was causing famine to
-spread, led to the rise of the Bolsheviks under Lenin. The Bolshevik
z‘party did not inciude more than a.quarter of one percent of the Russian
population yet 1its ﬁower was sufficient to make Lenin head of Russia.
Lenin reasoned that the masses would not accept communism unless'they
were forced to.Yo so. Following Marx's doctrines, he set out tb creéte a
dictatorsbip: for (not of) the proletariat.

~ Lenin, himself, was not éﬁ;foletarian. Neither were Trotsky,
Zinoviev, Kamenev or Bucharin. They were university men. Even Stalin,
who put many to death, was a product of a seminary. It was as Karl Marx
had prophesiéed seveltly years earller:

", ...when the class struggle nears the declsive

hour....a portion of the bourgeois intellectuals

will go over to the proletariat...and lay the

foundation for its sway! v '

A halt to the war was called by Lenin. Then followed a

confiscation df of all the private business enertprises, expropriation

of all the estates and their distribution to the people to be held as
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common property. Women were given social andlpolitiCal equality with
men. The Orthodox church was disestablished and racial prejudice was
prohibited. | | | |

Opposition came from within and without" Russia Regiments of Germal
British French, Czech, Polish, Rumanian Japanese and even American
.troops, came to crush the Bolsheviks, but they survived But even after
the victory, economic conditions began to worsen and food was becoming
more and more scarce. When the Russian saw that no profit was to be
made by hard labor, he iet things rot. More violence did not work.

In 1921 the Bolsheviks let in a little free enterprise and the
economy immediately'began to perk up. But 1t was not enough; The Tsar's
war and ¥he civil war that followed left the shops empty and the entire
industrial plant lay in ruins. Russia needed outside help and the only
way to get it wss to revolutionize the whole world. Eut Bolshevism did
not spread then. _ | ; 7

And afiter the world war the allles got together to change the.
map of Europe "so that they would never be challenged in the future."
The changes were a mess: more sovereign states were created; Poland was
allowed to include regions inhabited primarily by Ukranians, Lithuaniar
and Jews; Czechoslovakia was madeﬁgo include minorities of Germans,
Hungarians and other Slavics; and an attempted dismantling of Germany.

Since Germany was accused of full responsibility for starting the
war and causing the consequent losses, she was forced to make the
following reparations by The Treaty of Versaillles:

| Surrender 15% of all arable land;
10% of industrial plants;
12% of livestock;
60% of iron ore;
20% of coal reserve;
70% of =inc reserve;
Hand over her colonies;
Wipe out her navy;

Munition plants to remain under Allied controlj;
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Pay five billion dollars by May 1, 1921.

The wqud demobolized but did not deﬁilitarize;_the world was

not made safe for démocracy. Italy'was improvished by the war and
did not éhare in the spoils. The diéaffection led to the rise of
- Fascismwuﬁder Benito Mﬁssolini, the son of a village Marxist. "He first h
wanted t0‘1mi£ate Lenin and made himself an absolute dictator. He smashe
the trade unions, warned the church to stay out of politics, muzzled
the organs of communication, and:set up "the corporaﬁé state". Unlike in
Russia, the rich were to keep thelr property and the poor to keep thelr
'place; but the state would have-the first claim on all the profits.
Fascism Spread to other countries.

The great gaiher from the world war was the United States. The
_battered-nations of Europe now had to do the buyingﬁand borfowing.-Not'Q
only did foreign.trade boom, but dohestic‘as well. The chief”factor
in: the doméstié boom was the explosion of the automobile industry,
started*by'Henry Ford. By 1929 the t6t31 outpu@mpf automobiles reached
- five miliion cars. Nearly every faimly had an aﬁtomobile and mass
production reached other 1nddstries.

Wages did not keep'up with the supply of goods produced, but
a new method was found to buy goods- buy on credit and pay by
installments- and almost evérbédy did,'People even began to buy funerals
A_oh.the installment plan. Credit spread everywhére; éven Germany recelved
credit to renovate her factories.

Things were great in every Capitalist land- there was more
Interest in the Dow Jones averages than in baseball scores. éome people
Sreauldted In the market, others in mining, andstill others in real
estate. Pebplé even mortgaged thelr homes and borrowed on their insurance
to "play the market". (It'wés duwsing this period that I ran into my

cousin MoSes Rahmey on a street ih New York City. He was delerious with
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Joy. The shares of Radlo Corporation which he had paid $50 a share had
.leaped to §$549!). |
Stokes continued to.risé-dﬁfing the summer of 1929. Morgan,
Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, Astor, Whitney- millionaire "insiders" continu&@
to buy aﬁd the masses followed There were breaks in the rise in Septembé
. and early October, but they were dlsmissed as "technical adjustments"
Then on October 29, 1929, it happened! Stocks in the millions were
dumped. Nearly everyone wanted to sell but buyers were scarce. The
Americén economy began to collapse and took Europe with it. Governmental
action to help the economy, though well-intentioned, did furthur harm.
Through the work ¢f economist Milton Friedman (published in
his monumental.book.“.Monetafy Histofy of the United States")we now knqw
that the éerious governmental action that turned a small correction into
an avalanche—was the doing;@f theE@deral Reséprve  Bank which tightened the
. flow of moqey when i1t should have heen loosend. - Congress got into
the act of knocking the economy down by passing the Smoot Hawley Tariff
Act, again with good intentions. |
_ The Smoot Hawley Tariff Act was the most destructive trade bill
in history,“The stock market crash in 1929 came in the midst of debate
in Congress over the tariff. Cong:gﬁf had spent the year adding item
after ltem to the protection 1list. In mid 1930 the Smoot Hawley Tariff
Act became law with the highest tariffs in the_nations history. It wasn't
with Capitalism that somefhing had gone wrong as Lewis Browne and others
believed, but the obstacles that hindered its operation thaﬁ was wrong.
The depressicn did not spread to Russia. When Lenin died in 1924,
seven years after the revoluticn, his mantle fell cn Stalin. There was
-an expectatioh ﬁhat it would fall on Trofsky but the Communist party

thought otherwise. Stalin differed from the other Bolshevik leaders
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in that he &fd not believe that a world wide communist;revoluoioﬁ‘was-,oi
at hand; the Capitalistiec world was not ready If'fhe'recoiufiohery'
- economy was to prevail, 1t would have to be worked out first within‘
the Soviet Union. . R ..'."rﬁfiﬂ

Stalin believed that free enterprise was not the way. It was | d
beginning to work in the Soviet Union, but it would not work for long.' :
His plan was to plan everything in advance'-the economy, the culture |
and all life. Seven hundned experts brought up the first "Five Year
Plan" (1928). The way capital was to be provided for the plan was
that each worker was to swbsorifbe a week's wages. There was dissent
- from those who had benefited from,the free enterprise policy. Many
farmers in the Ukraine burnt their crops and slaughtered their cattle
rather than turn them over to the collectives Though famine swept
- the grainlands and hunger returned to the cities, the plan went on.

A propaganda campaigh to get workers to work with all their energles
took hold. The “Five.Year'Plan"-was'finished in four. Bﬁt industries
had filled their quotas (and overfilled) with goods of the poorest
. quality. Newly built factories began to crumble, but there was much
1hdustr1a1 progress. A new "Five Year Plan" was introduced and again
the Soviet masses sweated. s

It was now 1932 and while everywhere else there was despair and
- unemployment moonting (at the depth of the depression in America 25%
of the working force was unemployed and breadlines were blocks long in
the cities). In the Soviet Union there were more Jobs than hands and
the economy appeared to be booming.fﬂome intellecutals and active
humanitarians went to Russia to see what was happening and came back
ecstatlic. Their reports were swallowed as gospel truths by a large part
of the public. Economic planning seemed the panacea to cure the

economic ills.
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People began to ask themselves; 1f the communists can do it,
why.can‘t we ? They began to be less sure that the the principles
of Adam Smith could work. They did not want to destroy Capitalism
which had worked'so well_until the collapse in 1929, but to exercise
control over 1t. England passed the"Marketing Acts"; France nationalized
-banks and some industries; Scandinavian countries supported cooperative
movements; in Spaln, a revolutionary government overthrew. the monarchy
and aannounced that i1t was now "a workers Republic".
In the United States, the democratic party set out to establish
a "New Deal". Someone was needed with the persuasive powers of Stalin
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt was there. In a strong voice that had a
ringing assurance, he told millions over the radio:
| "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself-nameless
unreasoning, unjustified terror......This great nation will
endure as it has endured, and will revivenand prosper......
The people of the United States have not failled....it is the
rulers. of the exchange of mankind's goods who have failed
through thelr own stubborness and their own incompetence.
...... Their efforts have been cast in the pattern of an
- outworn tradition....they have no vision, and where there
is no vision the people perish.....-..".
To cure unemployment (there were about 15 million without jobs),
legislation was passed under Roosevelt's leadership to:
Set millions of people to ﬁdfk dralning swamps, building
roads, painting murals, giving concerts, writing and hundreds
of other makeshift projects;

Ektﬁﬁdéﬁ.loans to farmers and paid them subsidies not to raise
crops in order to raise farm prices;

Made labor stronger, set a minimum wage and prohibited the
employment of children;

Attempted to patch.up the banking system and to restrain
stock speculation.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt had established a "New Deal™, the
effects from which the nation has yet to recover. He accomplished this
new deal (destroying much of the free enterprise system that had made
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the world richer in goods beyond anyone's dreams) by arousing public -

'opinion to the extent that it scared the legislature, the Judiciary,

and moved the center of power from Congress to the presidency. The aim

was to soak the rich to feed the poor.

-

The depression was temporarily checked but there was a failure R

to restore even a partial prosperity. Lewls Browne believed that

RooSevelt's problem was that he did not know where he was going. He

wanted to revive Capitalism and at the same time refibrm it. This

could lead only to confusion: the farmer, whoihad been a capitalist

was taught by Roosevelt to become corrupt. The government showed the

farmer that if he produced less, he would profit more. It also showed

‘him that he did not need to worry about the law of supply and demand:

he could produee an over supply of a product and the government would

‘8tve him a fixed price for it and then store it until it rotted. The
farmer'was actually paid not to grow wheat, cotton and to slaughter his

brood ‘animals. The "New Deal" to create abundance went to every effort

to enforce scarcity!

| While most of the world was striving for peace.and progress,
something else was happening in Germany The Germans had a high culture
and had been taught they deserved the highest place among the nations
of the world. The defeat in World War I and the failures that had resulte
from it depressed the country and made the hostile elements belligerent.

The depression of 1929 was felt more deeply in Germany than in other

capitalist countries. The Germans did not have any reserve assets to

tide them over.

The festering anger and hopelessness, the desire for power and
revenge, were ideally suited for the emergence of a tyrannical dictator.
Adolf Hitler took over. He told the people that 1t was not thelr fault

that they were fallures; it was because they had been cheated, robbed
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and betrayed. It was what they'wanted to believe. He also told them
that enemies were 1n thelr own midst and were consipiring.against them;-
Jews, Jesuits, Marxists and Freemasons. In particular, the Jews, who
held high positions in the academic world, the arts and séiences, and

had 111 gotten wealth.

—~— Hitler tried to turn the clock back from what had started in the

'18th Century; the trend of civilization toward reason and a wider grant

of freedom. Only the State, he believed, had a right to do what it pleas
It must be totalitarian. It must also make the country pure and that

meant that there should be no mixing of blood types from the different

‘races.

_The world misjudged Hlitler. When he came to power 1n 1933, it was
thought that he would be like Mussolini, a buffoon. As he set the
industrial machine in motion to manufacture arms, it seemed that therg
was neither thé meané'or the will to stop him. In Germany,the capitaiiéb
and the éocialists were too . involved with each other to join forces to
deal with Hitler. The rﬁlers'of Britain and France hoped to see Hitler
arm to invade Russia and were not too unhappy to halt the rearming. _
Hitler dashed their hopes; instead of aftacking Russia he made a pact

with 1f. Russia would supply him‘géyh food and fuel 1f he would march

against Britain and France! ’

The pact gave Hitler the chance to march all over Eurcope. It was
a different march than the Napoleonic march. In Poland, Napoleon abolish
serfdom; Hitler introduced forced labor. Napoleon tore down ghetto walls
Hitler set them up. Napoleon KkKilled soldiers in battle; Hitler had
non combatants killed by the millions. -
"Something Went Wrong" ends with the defeat of Hitler and with

the seventh generation after the invention of the Machine getting fogethe
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to create a new earth since now they knew better. But Lewis Browne

remained a sceptlc, and asks, "did ite?"
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CHAPTER xxw(

THE END oF THE BEGINNING'"EHE WISDOM OF ISRAEL" (1945)

'Lewis Browne had started his life's career as a Rabbi.
His work as an aubhor relied heavily upon his understanding of
religlousbeliefs. It was not hard to fortell that his last books
would be a compilation bf the. source of his knowledge: the
- wisdom of Israel and the world's great-sériptures: so his books were nanm
Ohe of his later letters to his mother, written in July
- of 1942, tells us how he wés now faring without Myﬁé. o
"Déar Mother: N

Dld-you know that I had to register for the draft
last February? I was still under 45 then. And today I had
to appear for my physical examinatlion. You can of course
guess what the doctor said when he saw my splne. Yes, he
classified me "4 F" which 1s about as low in the scale as
as he could go.:

I was sorry, for had he classifled me as "1B"-w
that is, limited ability--T could probably have been
commissioned 2 major by the War Department, and put. to
work lecturing all the time to the troops. But the army
is scared of taking fellows with allments of any sort,
because we are liable to demand permanent hospitalization
when we get older. Incldentally, the doctor sald that
~except for my lnablility to do acrobatics or parachute-

- Jumping, I'm as fit as a good fiddle. Judging by my
blood pressure, digestion, chest expansion, and general
muscular condition, I could pass for 30 years of age.And
I must say that I don't feel over 30. But so far as the
army 1ls concerned, I might as well be 75.

Life goes on quietly for me. I'm doing occasional
lectures for the Army now, but am resting and taking sun
baths most of the time. I'd like to start a new book, but
cannot decide on a subject. The war exciltement makes it
exceedingly diffliculst to settle down to sustained literary
work. As a matter of fact, I've started three different books
in the last month, but have given them up after writng a
couple of pages on each of them. All my friends who are
writers seem to be experiencing the same difflculty. Luckily,
I have no family to support, or I would probably have to
start writing for the movies, or take to ditch digging, or
go to work in the shipyards. As it 1s, I caniafford to walt
‘until an inspiration comes to me. In any case, I shall have.
my regular lecture work to do from September on.
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It has been very warm here lately, and I have enjoyed
working in the garden. My hands are calloused as a farmer's
and I am brown to the walst.

I have a nice negro woman who comes every morning to clean
the house and make my breakfast and lunch. If I'm not invited
out to dinner--I have a lot of friends, needless to say--I

- 80 to the Brown Derby or some restaurant in Beverly Hills
" and - usually run into somebody with whom to eat and perhaps
- g0 %0 a movie. Or else I return home and do some reading or-
write letters. It is a pleasant life--aff alle yiddishe kinder
gezaogt. If only the war news were better, I'd have nothing
to complain about.

Now please write me about yourself. I was happy to learn
from Rebecca that you have a pleasant companion, and also
an upstairs tenant. Please look after yourself.

Love,
Lewis "

It was only a few short weeks after this letter was written
that a fresh inspiration hit.Léﬁis's mind: to break fresh ground
in the.writing of ahthbldgj.:that”"wduld'plow a furrow thfough the
entire field-df the Wisdoﬁ of Israel." The matérial was vast but
Le#is believed that the Wisddm is to be found primarily in threé
books of the bilble: Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes.

These threé books appealed to Lewls because of'their reality
and the absehce of mystlcism and metaphysics in them. Their
primary interest was in man-and hi;'well belng while he was here
on earth and not in héaven. He used them as the standard for his
'selectionsfrom.other sources.This explains why he devoted so much
space tb Jewish philosophical writings, notably the ideas of a
rationaiist like Maimonldes and a heretic like Spinoza.

Having decided what he would include as Wisdom,'Lewis also
had.to determine what was to be included by the word "Israel".

Lewls concluded that he would use"Israel"™ in the sense of being

a cultural tradition. On this basis, he would exclude a person
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such as Karl Marx. Though Karl Marx was born a Jew, aé far as

his cultural background 1s concerned, Marx was no more Jewish than
”_-his_Géntile collaborator, Friedrich Engels.

' Lewls Browne did not mean to indicate that the Wisdom he

would report was only the result of a Jewlsh heritage.- He ‘points

out that Jews have been learners as well as teachers throughout

their wanderings. They learned from the Egyptians, the Caanites,

the Babylonians, the Greeks, the Parthians, the Romans, the Arabs,

and every other people good or 11l fortune brought them'in contact

with. | |

It was this mix with other cultures that produced a continuing

 growth in the Wisdom of Israel. Lewis Browne sums up his thoughts
about the mixing of the Jews: |
™A wave of reaction has been mounting in the world,'énd ir
it 15 allowed to run 1ts course, there can be no doubting what
it will do to the Jews. It willl not destroy them physically.
Waves of hate has swept over them again and agaln, yet no one
has ever been able to do that. On the contrary, when worst
afflicted thay have always proved themselves least wvulnerable.
It 1is precisely then that they have clung to life with the
fiercest stubborness. There seems to be but one way to kill
Jews, and that is with kindness. Let them be, and they cease
- to-be: this 1s the clear teaching of history."

Lewis Browne also indicated that history showed that though
persecution has never destroyed the Jews physically, it made them
close -thelr ranks, and "lock themse1Ves fight in a'.fastness of the
mind...they became a. people of shriveled wisdom." Not only do
the Jews lose .when this happens, but so does the rest of the world.
"Much as they take from their neighbors , they glve even more. In
thé short time of peace that the Jew had with the rise of Alexandrian
civilizaton, Philo Judaeus, being free then toilearn from the Greeks,
prompt ly elaborat.d what he learned, gave it new form and content,
and passeé on a body of teaching which became basic in the early

Christian churech.
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_Lewis Browne bellieved that the identity of the Je#s as a
séparate people would disappear when they are accepted as brethern
and not mefely discriminated against. When that happens in the unseen
5—futuré, it will.be'When all mén would be accepted as brethern by- o

each other, and the Jewish mission on earth will have been accomplishe

(Note: Published in 1945 by Random House, the book has been -

. reprinted many times. Finally, in 1982 ,Random House declared
that it would not reprint the book after its inventory is:
exhausted and gave the publishing rights back to the author.

Thanks to the efforts and dedication of Rebecca Browne to preserve
- the books, letters, and'manuscripts of her brother Lewis, copyrights

were renewed. A respected publisher (who has published the work of

Nobel Laureate Elie Welsel) has contracted to republish "The Wisdom
... of Israel" in late 1987.) :

(Note: "The Wisdom of Israel" has a worlderful section on Yiddish
humor which 1s full of wisdom. A sample:

"To 1llustrate the truth that no man can sin for himself
Rabbi. Simon ben Yohal sald: 'A number of men were seated 1in
a boat, and one of them took a tool and began boring a hole .
beneath him. Hls comrades exclaimed: 'What are you doing there?"
'He replied; *What concern is it of yours? Am I not boring
a hole beneath my own seat?'
- They replied, 'Surely 1t 1is our business, for the water will
swamp the boat and all of us in it.'")
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CHAPTER XX/

THE FINAL BOOK: "THE WORLD'S GREAT SCRIPTURES" (1946)_

Thé last book Lewis Browne would write, "The World's Great
Scripturés"-aéﬁthé'agé-ofTHQ,was.dedicated to Upton Sinclair with the
_inscriptiqn ﬁTo a Déeply Relligious Man and a Very Dear.Friend." The
designation of Upton Sinclair, a well known agnostic, as beingrdeeply
religious, appiied to Lewis és well. Both believed that the truly
:~f,;eligious man was one who loved all mankind and that God had no
‘“frﬁvorites. | ,
Thfough'this ahthology, "The World's Great Scfiptufés," Lewis
- attempted to gather all that seems to be most vital in the world's
| holy books. What he felt was needed was an awareness of the kinship
of all.religibhs. Thé_Gblden Rule is in the scriptures of all the major
~religions: - o .

BrahmanISm:"This'is the sum of duty: Do naught unto others
which would cause you pailn if done to you."

Buddhism:"Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would
find hurtful." _

Confuelanism:"Is there onemaxim which ought to be acted upon
throughout one's whole life? Surely it 1s the maxim of loving-
kindness;do'notunto others wat.you would not have them do unto
you."

- Taoism:"Regard your neighbor's gain as your own gain, and .
your neighbor's loss as your own loss."

Zoroastrianism: "That nature alone is good which refrains
from doing unto another whatsocever is not good for itself."

Judaism: "What 1is hateful to you, do not to your fellowmen.
That is the entire Law; all the rest is commentary."

Christianity: " All things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this the Law and
. the Prophets.™

o Islam: "No one of you 1s a believer until he desires for his
brother that which he desires for himself."
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Lewis points out that there is no reel difference in the
meaning of theSefeight quotauions. They typify the various ethicei
'sYﬁtems:and-it ienrignt that they shouldd receive whe:attention. given
uhem-in the book. "Charity" is not the whole of any religion; each |
has also 1ts'ﬂfeith";ane "hope.* But "charity", Lewis says, .is the
greatest of the three elements because 1t is the common denominator
"among all religions. In that sense, if no other,and properly dominates
his collection of the World's Great Scriptures.

In spite of the similarities in all the religions, each has
contributed something unique Judaism, even though it is numericaliy
a very minor faith today (barely & half:of one percent of .ne world's
' popuiation) is one of the most 1mpor£ant for being basic to Islam and |

Christianity, It was the first to clearly state that God demands not
only ritual plety but righteous conduct The doctrine was not new, as
we know from the earlier Egyptian Hymns to Aton, but never was 1t so
stressed. _

In contrast to Judais%ﬁ?ﬁ?t%%%i?%ith of over'nine hundred million
‘people (Jews about fourteen million), over thirty percent of the human
'population. It was bullt around an obscure Jewish Prophet named Jeshu
- (later Jesus) who was believed by his.peasant followers to be the long
awalted prophet who would usher inﬁzne Kingdom of Heaven. What was unique
about Christianity was. 1ts concentration on the poor who are called.
blessed and told that they shall inherit the earth.. And so it goes with
other religions, each adding a new emphasis. |

Since this 1s a story of the Life and Times of Lewis Browne, what
was going on In America? After World War II, the United Nations charter
was signed in San'Francisco.(June 26, 1945) by fifty nations. Communist

regimes supported by Soviet troops took power in most of Eastern Europe

including Soviet oeeupied East Germany. Fear of furthur Soviet expansien

172




led to the:fdrmation'of Nato.' Communist forces in China forced out the
‘the Kuomintang and proclaimed the Peoples Republic of China, India
- and Pakisfen became independent dominions and riots took hundreds of
"iof‘thousands of lives.:The United Nations approved the Partition of
Palestine which led to an evef continuing war between the new Israel
State and the aArabs. Korea was divided by American and-Soviet forces.
7. This was. the world as seen by Lewis Browne. He did not liﬁe to
see the thaw 1n Soviet American relations which took place after
Stalin's death in 1953, but he would have guessed that the "cold war"
would go“on for'decades. But he did live to see millions in the world |
Véliving at a standard the world had never known.
| Lewis had ended his book “Something Went Wrong" with the

fellowing

"Six generations had failed to pePCEive that the Machine was
a new thing under the sun, and that, if it was to serve them as
.as 1t could and should, they must create a new earth.
But then came that seventh generation, and it knew better.
Or did it2"
Now we are several generations later and st11l we have not
."learned how to create the new world. People are using religion to
- foment hate and massacre. ‘The growth of scientific knowledge 1s
being used to create a better wefia and the production of weapons to
. destroy 1it. Our path can be compared to"an automobile driving through
a tunnel at excesslve speed, slamming back and forth from one side

of the tunnel to the other."

Do we see the light at the end of the tunnel?
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