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CHAPTI;R xvt 

·._ BLESSED SPINOZA IS PUBLISHED (OCTOBER 1932)

··• THE DEP!mSSION QE�PENS

It is difficult to say whettier in writin6 about 
-.r 

�titm1J�� tot J�wish .c;ctLJ ect s. Spinoz� was 
,., .... 

excomrr.unic2ted 

from the Synagogue and no Jew was to speak to him. Perhap.,s Lew.is 

wishe.d tha.t hilt book would bring new F.i.ppreciation of one of the 
'· .! � 

' .'.' . 
,world's. greatiest philos9pher, born a Jew . 

. It was not a good. time for the publishing busines� .. The year 

was 1932 and the.depression,'wl'iich had begun-with the collapse of the 

stock market in 1929 and banks hac:I closed· thei'r doors, had deepened 
�· . -

even furthur. Unemplyment roi;i,e to 25% of. the labor force.: Since most 

families relied on one wage ·earne,t', qnemployment meant near destitution 
• •• 

' . C• 

for the affected families,: Publie relief was 'very meager a'1d

private philanthropy was now dc1�n to dribbles.

Lewis and Myna wer,.e ,surviving· better than most of the literary 

people, but friends and t-elat:t,ves were hurting. There were trer�.endous 

changes in the fortunes of those who had had·all the money. Lewis 

related the changes in a. letter to his parents: 

II • • • • • • • • • • • about the clothes r I qo not like to ask Myna to give 
her barely worn expens1Ve clo.th,tng as she heed done in the pBst. 
As it happens, she hersel-f is on a very; lim:j.ted income ri.ght now, 
and is discarding very few of last seasons r,lothes. I aQ'l 3:tvir.,:; 
her a present of a rlew coat for wint_er, and that means we'll be 
able to send the old one- �hich.is still new�:o Pauline: But that 
will not come about until afte� our trip nortH. 

You' 11 be amazed at what chang:es hav.e occurred here in 
that group that used to have all· tihe money. Myna's uncle., who 
owned a big department store, is a ;:icor· man now. Her mother's 
cousin, whose wholesale was.something like Leishman Mayer's and 
was capitlaized for six miJ.lion '.loll!'c!"'S, has s_:,:,r,e tankrupt, 
dragging with him any m.tmoer'of\w.id'tl:'ws who had invested their 
money in th•2 concer·r .. · He, who ',1as able to ;;:;ive fifty thousand 
dollars a year to charity, has had to give up his r,ome and move 
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